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HOW  ABOUT  EXPORTS? 

This  is  a  question  the  maker  and  wholesaler  of  phar- 
maceutical specialities  and  appliances  of  all  kinds  asks 
himself  every  now  and  again.  Especially  when  he  realise* 
that  this  country's  export  trade  in  drugs,  chemicals,  and 
allied  products  was  well  over  a  million  pounds'  worth  more 
last  year  than  the  year  before.  The  fight  for  Foreign  and 
Colonial  business  grows  keener  every  year,  because  manu- 
facturers of  all  nations  have  found  it  so  easy  and  so  pro- 
fitable. You  ought  to  have  a  share,  or  a  bigger  share  than 
lormerlv,  and  the  way  to  get  it  is  by  advertising  in 

THE  COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  ISSUE 
of  The  Chemist  and  Dhttggist,  which  is  to  be  published  on 
APRIL  26. 

Fuller  particulars  and  all  details  regarding  advertising  space 
from  the  Publisher,  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
btreet,  London,  E.C. 


SUMMARY. 

Being  a  first  glance  at  the  articles  and  events  reported  in  this  Issue. 


Articles  and  Communications. 

Last  quarter's  export  and  import  trade  was  as  good  as  in 
March  1912  (p.  50)." 

The  poison  scheduling  order  for  sulphonal,  veronal,  and 
other  synthetic  hypnotics  comes  into  force  to-day.  A  list 
of  them  is  given  on  p.  50. 

Studies  in  the  camphene  series  were  the  principal  item 
at  the  Chemical  Society  last  week,  and  the  communication 
is  epitomised  on  pp.  34-35. 

In  the  proposed  revision  of  the  United  States  import 
duties  the  classification  of  numerous  chemicals  is  revised, 
and  some  rates  reduced  (p.  49). 

Dr.  Dobbie,  chief  chemist  to  the  Government,  in  a  dis- 
course on  the  spectroscope,  shows  how  it  detects  alkaloids 
and  other  substances  of  pharmaceutical  interest  (p.  35). 

The  observations  by  "  Xrayser  II."  include  quotations 
from  the  new  part  of  the  "  Oxford  Dictionary "  about 
chemical  and  medical  words  from  Soda  to  Soother  (p.  47). 

Wellcome  Chemical  Research  Laboratories  workers  have 
investigated  Euphorbia  ■pilulifera,  and  find  that  it  gives 
indications  of  an  alkaloidal  constituent,  besides  a  series 
of  bodies,  including  phytosterolin  and  jambulol.  They  have 
also  examined  scarlet-runner  roots,  which  have  been  re- 
puted to  be  toxic,  a  statement  which  they  disprove  (p.  34). 

National  Health  Insurance. 


Reports  are  given  from  twenty-eight  centres  regarding 
new  agreements  and  other  topical  subjects  (pp.  44-45). 

We  show  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  "  New  Epoch  " 
series  that  the  month  now  closing  has  been  the  most  critical 
for  chemists  so  far  (pp.  48-49). 

A  new  pricing  table  for  use  with  the  revised  drug  tariff 
and  the  apothecaries'  ounce  is  printed  on  p.  43.  It  gives 
prices  for  twelve  commonly  prescribed  fractions  of  the 
ounce,  farthings  being  in  blacker  type. 

News  of  the  Week. 

It  is  reported  that  Boots,  Ltd.,  are  opening  a  branch  in 
Dundee  (p.  37). 

Further  evidence  regarding  the  santonin  police  court  case 
is  reported  on  pp.  36-37. 

The  registration  of  ten  more  companies  to  carry  on  the 
chemist's  business  is  reported  on  p.  40. 

A  dozen  legal  actions  are  reported  on  pp.  39-40.  They 
include  several  of  direct  interest  to  retailers  and  whole- 
salers. 

The  honorary  degree  of  M.A.  is  to  be  conferred  by  the 
Liverpool  University  on  Mr.  Henry  Peet,  a  local  phar- 
macist (p.  36). 

The  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Dublin  are  negotiating  with 
the  Insurance  Commissioners  in  regard  to  a  certificate  of 
competency  in  compounding  (p.  37). 

Deaths  include  Mr.  Fred  W.  Child  (Liverpool),  Mr.  J.  J. 
Johns  (Southampton),  Mr.  W.  C.  Kidd  (Lucknow),  and 
Mr.  H.  Watts,  formerly  of  Chatham  (p.  41). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Preliminary  examination 
results  -are  given  on  p.  56,  and  those  of  the  Minor  and 
Major  in  Great  Britain  (as  far  as  we  have  received  them 
while  going  to  press)  on  p.  46.  If  the  London  results  are 
received  they  will  be  inserted  in  the  Coloured  Supplement. 

At  the  Council-meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland,  the  evidence  recently  given  regarding  Insurance 
Medical  Benefit  was  reviewed.  Incidentally  the  Vice- 
President  explained  an  error  by  the  druggists'  witnesses 
regarding  the  first  application  of  the  1875  Act  to  chemists 
and  druggists  (pp.  55-56). 

The  report  of  the  evidence  given  on  Thursday  before  the 
Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines  is  given  on  p.  51. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  was  the  witness  in  the  morning,  his  cross- 
examination  being  deferred  till  next  week.  In  the  after- 
noon Mr.  Watmore,  of  the  National  Association  of  Medical 
Herbalists,  gave  evidence. 

Trade  and  Market  Matters. 


Thf 

ward: 


bulk  of  the  market 
these  including  cod- 


alterations  in  prices  are  down- 
iver  oil,  cocaine,  cream  of  tar- 
tar, menthol,  mercurials,  and  shellac  (auction).  Lead  salts 
and  vanilla  are  higher.  African  ginger  and  colocynth  pulp 
are  firmer  (p.  59).  The  monthly  London  drug  statistics"  are 
printed  in  our  Coloured  Supplement. 
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Euphorbia  Pilulifera. 

An  account  of  a  chemical  examination  of  this  plant  by 
Dr.  F.  B.  Power  and  Mr.  H.  Browning,  of  the  Wellcome 
Chemical  Research  Laboratories,  communicated  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  See  index 
folio  566. 

C  UPHORBIA  PILULIFERA  grows  In  nearly  all  tropi- 
*—  cal  countries,  and  attracted  attention  some  years  ago 
on  account  of  its  reputed  value  in  the  treatment  of 
asthma,  bronchitis,  and  other  diseases  of  the  respira- 
tory organs,  although  it  appears  to  have  been  em- 
ployed in  India  for  a  great  variety  of  other  affec- 
tions. According  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Maiden,  Director 
of  the  Botanic  Gardens,  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  the  useful- 
ness of  the  plant  in  pulmonary  complaints  was  first 
brought  to  notice  by  Dr.  Carr-Boyd,  of  Townsville,  Queens- 
land, about  the  year  1880,  and  it  has  therefore  acquired 
in  Australia  the  appellation  of  "  Queensland  Asthma 
Herb."  The  same  author  also  notes  that  the  herb  from 
Fiji  is  said  to  be  of  better  quality  than  that  from  Queens- 
land, but  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  common  weed  in  many 
countries,  and,  moreover,  easily  cultivated,  any  demand 
for  it  could  readily  be  supplied.  The  chemical  examina- 
tions which  have  heretofore  been  made  of  this  species  of 
Euphorbia  appear  to  have  only  shown  the  presence  of  such 
common  constituents  of  plants  as  resin,  wax,  tannin, 
sugar,  mucilage,  etc. ,  and  not  to  have  resulted  in  the  isola- 
tion of  any  definite  compound.  So  far  as  known  to  the 
present  authors  the  most  recently  published  communication 
on  the  subject  was  a  paper  contributed  to  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1909  by  Mr.  J.  Stableford 
Hill,  who,  however,  recorded  only  the  results  of  a  pre- 
liminary examination,  and  his  investigation  appears  not 
to  have  been  further  pursued.  It  was  noted  by  Mr.  Hill 
that  indications  were  obtained  of  the  presence  of  a  small 
amount  of  alkaloid,  but  the  isolation  of  such  a  constituent 
was  not  effected.  In  view  of  the  attention  which  the  plant 
in  question  has  received  with  respect  to  its  medicinal  pro- 
perties, it  was  deemed  desirable  to  subject  it  to  a  complete 
chemical  examination.  The  material  employed  for  this 
purpose  was  obtained  from  the  Fiji  Islands,  through  the 
kindness  of  Captain  F.  L.  Langdale,  of  Wakaya,  Fiji,  and 
consisted  of  the  entire,  freshly  collected  and  air-dried 
plant.  The  air-dried  plant,  amounting  to  20  kilograms, 
was  ground,  and  completely  extracted  with  hot  alcohol, 
when,  after  the  removal  of  the  greater  portion  of  the 
alcohol,  about  4  kilograms  of  a  viscid,  dark  green  extract 
was  obtained.  This  extract  was  then  subjected  to  a  com- 
plete chemical  examination,  with  the  following  result  : 

The  extract  was  first  mixed  with  water  and  distilled  in  a 
current  of  steam,  when  it  yielded  a  small  amount  of  a  pale 
yellow  essential  oil.  From  the  portion  of  the  extract  which 
was  soluble  in  water  the  following  substances  were  isolated  : 
(i)  gallic  acid;  (ii)  quercetin,  CHi.O,;  (iii)  a  new  phenolic 
substance,  C?,H1B0,5.  The  aqueous  liquid  contained,  further- 
more, a  considerable  quantity  of  amorphous,  glucosidic  mate- 
rial, together  with  a  lsevorotatory  sugar  from  which 
d-phenylglucosazon©  was  prepared.  There  were  also  indica- 
tions of  the  presence  of  an  exceedingly  small  amount  of 
alkaloidal  substance,  but  this  did  not  permit  of  being  further 
characterised. 

Tho  portion  of  the  extract  which  was  insoluble  in  water 
consisted  of  soft,  resinous  material,  amounting  to  about 
3  2  per  cent,  of  the  weight  of  tho  air-dried  plant.  From 
this  material  there  were  isolated :  (i)  triacontane,  C3oH«2, 
with  apparently  a  little  ceryl  alcohol,  C2,H560;  (ii)  a  new 
monohydric  alcohol,  euphosterol,  C23H39.0H,  from  which  the 
acetyl  and  bromoacctyl  derivatives  were  prepared.  Eu- 
phosterol is  evidently  closely  related  to  the  compounds 
designated  respectively  as  androsterol,  homoandrosterol, 
taraxasterol,  and  homotaraxasterol.  all  of  which  appear  to 
be  members  of  a  series  of  monohydric  alcohols  represented 
by  the  general  formula  C„H21,-,„0;  (iii)  a  phvtbsterol ; 
(iv)  a  phvtosterolin  (phytosterol  glucoside) ;  (v)  jambulol. 
C,oH30<(OH)s;  (vi)  melissic  acid,  C^H^O*,  and  a  mixture  of 
acids _  which  appeared  to  consist  chiefly  of  palmitic,  oleic, 
and  hnolic  acids. 

Among  the  various  constituents  of  Euphorbia  pilulifera 
which  have  now  been  isolated  and  described  there  is  none 
to  which  any  specific  physiological  action  can  be  attributed. 
Such  therapeutic  virtues  as  the  plant  has  been  presumed 
to  possess  would  therefore  not  appear  to  depend  upon  any 
single  substance  of  a  definite  chemical  character. 


Scarlet  Runner  Roots. 

An  account  of  the  chemical  examination  of  the  roots  of 
Phaseolus  multiflorus,  by  Drs.  F.  B.  Power  and  Arthur  H. 
Salway,  of  the  Wellcome  Chemical  Research  Laboratories, 
communicated  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain.    See  index  folio  566. 


IN  Lindley  and  Moore's  "  Treasury  of  Botany  "  there 
is  a  statement  regarding  the  scarlet  runner  bean  to 
the  effect  that  the  roots  are  narcotic  and  poisonous.  Inas- 
much as  the  scarlet  runner  bean  is  so  largely  used  as 
a  culinary  vegetable,  it  seemed  of  interest  to  ascertain 
whether  the  properties  attributed  to  the  roots  could  be 
confirmed  by  their  chemical  examination  and  physiological 
tests.  The  material  used  for  this  investigation  was 
obtained  from  plants  cultivated  at  Dartford,  Kent,  and 
was  collected  in  the  early  autumn.  It  consisted  of  the 
roots  with  a  small  portion  of  the  aerial  stem  attached, 
and  represented  the  variety  of  the  plant  bearing  scarlet 
flowers.  The  fresh  material,  on  drying,  lost  about  three- 
fourths  of  its  weight. 

Although  the  amount  of  air-dried  material  available  was 
but  about  2  kilograms,  the  following  constituents  were 
isolated  or  identified  : 

(i)  An  enzyme,  which  readily  hydrolysed  amygdalin ; 
(ii)  a  small  amount  of  an  essential  oil ;  (iii)  f uran-/3- 
carboxylic  acid,  C5H.03,  which  was  first  isolated  quite 
recently    from    the    bark   of    Euonymus    atropurpureus ; 

(iv)  allantoin,  CH603N<,  which  has  previously  been  found 
in  several  animal  and  vegetable  products,  and  not  long  ago 
was  shown  by  Titherley  to  be  a  constituent  of  comfrey-root ; 

(v)  a  phytosterol,  CaylLoO,  and  apparently  a  little  penta- 
triacontane,  C35H72 ;  (vi)  a  small  amount  of  substance  having 
the  characters  of  a  phytosterolin  (phytosterol  glucoside)  ; 
(vii)  a  new  crystalline  glucoside,  designated  phaseosaponin, 
C5oH3J0!o,  which  on  hydrolysis  was  resolved  into  a  sub- 
stance, phaseosapogenin,  C36H«0<,  and  a  sugar  which 
appeared  to  be  rhamnose ;  (viii)  a  mixture  of  solid  and 
liquid  fatty  acids.  The  roots  also  contained,  besides  some 
resin  and  amorphous  glucosidic  material,  a  quantity  of 
sugar  which  yielded  tZ-phenylglucosazone.  No  alkaloid 
was  present,  nor  could  any  trace  of  a  compound  capable  of 
yielding  hydrogen  cyanide  be  detected. 

Physiological  tests,  in  conjunction  with  the  chemical 
examination,  have  afforded  no  evidence  that  the  roots  of 
the  scarlet  runner  bean  possess  the  toxic  properties 
ascribed  to  them.  Whether  the  plant  in  a  wild  state,  or 
cultivated  in  a  tropical  climate,  may  produce  roots  which 
exhibit  poisonous  properties,  the  authors'  are  at  present 
unable  to  determine. 


Scientitic  Societies. 


Manchester  Optical.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Manchester 
and  North  of  England  Optical  Society  held  in  the  Albion 
Hotel,  Manchester,  on  April  2,  Mr.  A.  W.  Stammer  (of 
Sheffield)  gave  a  lecture  on  "  The  Function  of  an  Optical 
Society."  It  was  followed  by  a  discussion,  in  which  Mr. 
A.  H.  Turner,  Mr.  A.  Hershberg,  Mr.  J.  C.  Kidd,  and  Mr. 
T.  Beardsall  took  part. 

Gbemlcal  Society.  —Professor  W.  H.  Perkin  presided  at 
the  meeting  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Thursday  evening, 
April  3,  when  the  first  paper  read  was  by  Dr.  M.  O.  Forster, 
on  Studies  in  the  Camphane  Series.  The  author  said  that 
while  the  Hautsch-Werner  theory  is  accepted  by  the  bulk 
of  the  chemical  world,  there  are  still  some  distinguished 
chemists  who  do  not  believe  in  it.  On  this  account  it 
seemed  that  any  further  facts  which  might  substantiate  the 
theory  are  of  considerable  interest.  The  present  com- 
munication dealt  with  the  configuration  of  the  eight  possible 
oximes  of  camphorquinone,  and  was  the  outcome  of  some 
ten  years'  work.  While  the  theory  has  been  applied  with 
success  to  the  constitution  of  symmetrical  diketones,  hitherto 
the  problem  of  the  behaviour  of  an  unsymmetrical  diketone, 
such  as  camphorquinone,  has  not  been  tackled.  Of  this 
body  there  are  eight  possible  oximino  derivatives,  four 
monoximes,  and  four  dioximes.  These  eight  bodies  have  all 
been  prepared,  and  their  relations  and  transformations  have 
been  studied.  The  study  leads  to  results  which  are  easily, 
and  completely  explainable  by  the  Hautsch-Werner  hypo- 
thesis, and  in  the  course  of  the  work  no  single  fact  has 
come  to  light  which  seriously  militates  against  that  theory. 
The  next  paper  wos  by  Messrs.  C.  Doree  and  M.  Cunningham, 
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on  the  Action  of  Ozone  on  Lignocellulose.  In  this  con 
tinuation  of  the  authors'  communications  on  the  subjoc 
the  material  worked  upon  was  beechwood.  They  find  that 
when  the  lignocellulose  is  dry  oxidation  proceeds  slowly, 
but  when  moisture  is  present  the  action  is  rapid  and  results 
in  the  development  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  acid, 
together  with  carbon  dioxide.  The  lignocellulose  is  partly 
broken  up,  and  after  neutralisation  of  the  acid  formed  a 
considerable  proportion  dissolves.  The  rate  of  development 
of  acid  drops  off  as  the  time  of  action  of  the  ozone  is  pro- 
longed, while  the  formation  of  carbon  dioxide  increases 
uniformly  up  to  a  certain  point.  The  actual  cellulose  is 
attacked  much  less  readily  than  the  lignocellulose.  The 
results  obtained  tend  to  confirm  the  formulation  of  ligno- 
cellulose advanced  by  Cross  and  Bevan,  in  which  the  mole- 
cule is  represented  as  being  composed  of  two  cellulose  groups 
of  differing  stability  combined  with  a  grouping  representing 
lignone.  A  paper  was  read  on  the  readiness  with  which 
five-  and  seven-membered  carbon  rings  are  formed  in  aro- 
matic compounds. 

Royal  Institution.— The  Friday   evening  discourse  on 
'April  4    was   by   Dr.    J.    J.    Dobbie,    F.R.S.,    on  "The 
Spectroscope  in  Organic  Chemistry."      This  began  with  a 
reference  to  the  discovery  by  Stokes  half  a  century  ago  that 
the  spectroscope  of  the  electric  light  extends,  when  a  quartz 
lens  is  employed,  five  or  six  times  the  length  of  the  visible 
spectrum.    The  dark  or  absorption  bands  of  the  spectrum 
were  shown  on  the  screen,  and  also  the  method  of  obtaining 
a  permanent  record  by  means  of  photography.    The  vege- 
table alkaloids,  except  morphine  and  codeine,  can  be  dis- 
tinguished from  one  another  by  the  dark  bands  in  the 
spectrum.    Sir  William  Hartley  carried  on  for  thirty  years 
an  investigation  on  the  structure  and  methods  of  using 
spectra.    On  the  screen  the  lecturer  exhibited  the  6pectra 
of  lithium,  quinine,   uranium,    chlorophyll,    and  magenta. 
When  colourless  substances  are  employed  it  is  necessary  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  photography.    The  apparatus  for  'this 
purpose  and  many  photographs  were  shown.  Besides  general 
absorption,  there  is  the  selective  absorption  of  rays  from 
different  parts  of  the  spectrum,   examples    shown  being 
salicylic  acid,  carbolic  acid,  and  quinine  hydrochloride.  It 
was  shown  also  that  the  extent  of  concentration  is  important, 
a  series  of  solutions  of  different  strengths  being  required.' 
Those  substances  associated  with  the  structure  of  the  benzene 
molecule  are  those  which  mostly  show  absorntion  phenomena, 
and  after  explaining  this  diagrammatieally  the  spectra  of 
hexane  and  cyclohexane  were  exhibited  to  show  that  they 
are  distinct.    The  alcohols  are  highly  diactinic,  the  spectrum 
of  carbolic  acid  being  a  case  quoted  as  an  example.  The 
phenomena  of  isomerism  having  been  explained  by  means 
of  a  diagram  of  the  meta-  ortho-    and*  para-nitrophenol 
molecules,  the  lecturer  said  that  the  study  of  absorption 
spectra  is  of  special  value  in  cases  of  substances  possessing 
two  forms  and  where  instability  gives  rise  to  two  series 
of  isomeric  substances.    Dealing  then  with  the  absorption 
spectra  of  the  alkaloids,  he  said  that  morphine,  nicotine 
quinine,  and  cocaine  can  be  distinguished  with  certainty.' 
and  this  test  is  valuable  confirmatory  evidence  of  chemical 
tests.    The  substance  is  still  available'for  production  if  neces- 
sary, as  a,  photograph  of  the  spectrum  is  all  that  is  required 
As  small    a  quantity  as    BJ-„  grain  of  strychnine  or 
grain  of  morphine  can  bo  readilv  detected  bv  the  spectro- 
scope.   The  method  was  employed  in  a  recent  research  for 
the  Local  Government  Bo,->rd  as  to  the  effect  of  nitrogen 
peroxide  on  flour.    It  was  thought  that  the  colouring-matter 
ot    flour    is   closely   related   to  carrotine.    and    this  was 
proved  to  be  the  case  by  spectrum  absorntion  photographs, 
lhe  lecturer  finished  by  a  reference  to  the  various  theories 
as  to  the  cause  of  absorption  spectra. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS, 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  iter; 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


A  Centenarian  and  his  Beecham's." — Mr.  William 
Perkins  of  Shepherd  Stowe.  Whaplode  Drove,  last  Sunday 
April  6,    celebrated  his  101st   birthday.    Mrs    Perkins  is 

Z  u  nuTtleT,  yelr'  a?d  both  are  in  tho  enjoyment  of 
good  health.  They  have  .been  married  seventy  years  The 
King  has  congratulated  Mr.  Perkins  on  the  double  event 
better  Mr"  P  b?  .aIm,°s*  a  ™ique  record,"  says  the  Royal 
letter  Mr  Perkins  had  many  callers  on  his  birthday  and 
the  ".Lincolnshn-e,  Boston  and  Spalding  Free  Press  "  tells 

Sentat-'V;e  ,fouTnd  the  ™an  cheerful  and 
bright,  but  disappointed.  He  complained  that  the  doctor 
had  not  given  him  a  call.  "  But  you  don't  need  the  doctor  " 
remarked  the  journalist.  "No,"  replied  the  old  man  "I 
»  ™  f1*  d°Ct1r  n?r  his  Phy^-a  couple  of  Beecham's 

ThL  Jf  +°  f°r  r?ti7but-l  quite  <™ted  that  he  would  caff" 
The  doctor  and  his  wife  called  later  in  the  day  and  Mr 
Pefklns  wap  happy  for  the  rest  of  the  dav.  The  incident 
dlustrates  the  happy  relations  that  commonly  exist  between 
many  physicians  and  people  who  take  popular  physic 


Brevities. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  has  contri- 
buted ten  guineas  to  the  Lister  Memorial  Fund. 

A  proposal  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  dispensers 
under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  is  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  Sheffield  city  analyst  reports  that  iwo  samples  of 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  two  of  camphorated  oil,  and  one  of 
compound  liquorice  powder  weve  examined  during  the  past 
month  and  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

A  girl  named  Maud  Truman  (14),  employed  by  Messrs. 
J.  Morgan,  Davis  &  Sons,  chemists,  278  Bishopsgate, 
London,  E.C.,  died  in  hospital  on  April  5  from  the  effects- 
of  burns  caused  by  her  clothing  catching  fire  on  a  heating' 
stove  in  the  firm's  workroom. 

At  the  Warrington  Technical  Institute  last  week, 
Professor  H.  B.  Dixon,  of  Manchester  University,  unveiled 
the  life-size  statue  of  Dr.  Priestley,  which  has  been 
presented  to  the  Institute  by  the  members  of  the  Warring- 
ton Society  and  who  occupy  the  old  academy  where  Dr. 
Priestley  acted  as  tutor  for  six  years. 

In  the  vivisection  libel  case  brought  by  Miss  Lind-af- 
Hageby,  Hon.  General  Secretary  of  the  Animal  Defence 
and  An ti- Vivisection  Society,  against  the  "  Pall  Mall 
Gazette,"  Mr.  J.  E.  Jewell,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Messrs.  Heppell  &  Co.,  gave  evidence  that  he  let  the  shop 
at  169  Piccadilly,  London,  W.,  to  Miss  Lind  personally. 

At  Bath  Quarter  Sessions  on  April  3,  William  Henry 
Holland  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  hard  labour  for 
breaking  into  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  Hedley  Coe,  chemist 
and  druggist,  5  Cheap  Street,  Bath,  on  February  2  and 
stealing  a  large  quantity  of  the  stock.  Many  of  the  stolen 
oods  were  found  at  a  lodging-house  -where  accused  was 
arrested. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Dover  Guardians  on  April  2,  the 
medical  officer  of  the  workhouse  reported  that  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  drugs  hitherto  supplied  had  not  been  of 
the  high  quality  required.  He  recommended  two  alternative 
sources  of  obtaining  them.  The  Board  unanimously 
decided  to  adopt  the  course  of  obtaining  all  drugs  through 
a  local  chemist. 

The  Public  Weal. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Mainprize,  chemist  and  druggist,  Otley,  has 
been  re-elected  on  the  local  Urban  Council' 

Mr.  D.  Davison,  Ph.C,  Jetty  Street,  Cromer,  has  been 
re-elected  a  member  of  the  Urban  Council. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Thomas,  chemist  and  druggist,  Llanfair  P.G., 
has  been  elected  on  the  local  Parish  Council. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Hudson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stone  Street, 
Cranbrook,  Kent,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Parish 
Council. 

Mr.  F.  E.  Evans,  pharmacist,  The  Cross,  Lymm,  has 
been  unanimously  elected  the  people's  warden  at  Lymm 
parish  church. 

Mr.  J.  Hannah,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Street, 
Abergele,  was  appointed  vicar's  warden  at  the  Abergele 
vestry  meeting. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Jones,  Medical  Hall,  Llangollen,  was  returned 
at  the  top  of  the  poll  at  the  election  of  Guardians  for  the 
Corwen  Union. 

Mr.  T.  Valentine  Pettifer,  J.P.,  F.R.C.V.S.,  has  been 
elected  to  the  Tetbury  Board  of  Guardians  and  also  to 
serve  on  the  local  Urban  District  Council. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  appointed  overseers 
of  the  poor  : 

Mr.  F.  Cherry,  Ph.C,  3  High  Street,  Walton-on  Thames. 
Alderman  R.  Shoirock,  chemist  and  druggist,  Darwen. 
(Alderman  Shorrock  has  held  the  position  for  many  years.) 

Liverpool  Notes. 

Professor  J.  Norman  Collie,  F.R.S.,  of  University  Col- 
lege, London,  and  formerly,  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the 
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H.  Peet,  J.P. 


School  of  Pharmacy,  Bloomsbury  Square,  is  to  receive  the 
honorary  degree  of  D.Sc.  from  Liverpool  University  on 
July  5. 

Messrs.  Cooper  &  Co.,  Church  Street,  have  issued  a 
special  price-list  of  spring-cleaning  articles,  including  such 
quotations  as  alum  (powdered),  1-^d.  per  lb.  ;  ammonia  car- 
bonate (ground),  8d.  per  lb.  ;  beeswax,  yellow,  per  oz. 
l^d.,  4  oz.  6d.,  8  oz.  Is.,  per  lb.  Is.  10c?.  ;  and  borax  (whole 
■or  ground),  3d.  per, lb.  Owen  Owen,  Ltd.,  are  making  a 
"special  spring,  show  "  in  their  drug  department. 

Among  those  upon  whom  the  Liverpol  University  is 
conferring  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  on 
July  5  is  Mr.  Henry  Peet, 
J. P.,  of  the  Adelphi  Phar- 
macy, Ranelagh  Place,  Liver- 
pool. Mr.  Peet  is  one  of  the 
most  respected  pharmacists  of 
Liverpool,  where  he  has  been 
in  business  since  1878,  when  he 
left  Messrs.  Corbyn  &  Co., 
New  Bond  Street,  London,  to 
take  over  an  old-established 
business  at  the  corner  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool.  A 
few  years  later  he  acquired  the 
business  of  the  late  Mr.  John 
Flint,  Rarrelagh  Place.  Mr. 
Peet  has  actively  participated 
in  ecclesiastical,  magisterial, 
and  parochial  work  in  Liver- 
pool, and  has  travelled  widely.  In  honouring  him 
the  Liverpool  University  recognises  his  archaeological 
and  antiquarian  work.  Among  his  publications  is 
a  volume  on  ' '  Liverpool  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Anne,"  and  he  has  edited  for  the  Liverpool  University 
School  of  Local  History  a  work  dealing  with  the  earliest 
parish  registers  of  Liverpool.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
in  connection  with  his  Huguenot  researches  that  Mr. 
Peet  is  descended  from  Abraham  de  Vantier,  a  Huguenot 
who  came  to  this  country  after  the  Massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  and  settled  at  Thorney  Abbey,  Cambridge- 
shire. One  of  his  descendants,  Anne  de  Vantier,  married 
Mr.  John  Peet  of  Horbling,  whose  son  was  Major  F. 
Peet,  father  of  the  man  now  honoured  by  Liverpool 
University. 

Shops  Act. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Manchester  City  Council  last  week 
it  was  stated  that  15,000  out  of  20,000  shops  in  the  city 
are  now  exempted  from  half -day  closing  under  the  Shops 
Act. 

,  The  Brighouse  Town  Council  proposes  to  make  an  order 
for  chemists  to  close  as  follows  :  Weekly  half-holiday 
(Tuesday),  1  p.m.;  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Thurs- 
days, 8  p.m.  ;  Fridays,  9  p.m.  ;  Saturdays,  10  p.m. 

Photographic  Exhibition. 

A  Photographic  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibition  was  opened 
at  the  Royal  Horticultural  Hall,  Westminster,  London, 
S.W.,  on  April  4.  This  is  well  worthy  a  visit  by  photo- 
graphic chemists,  as  it  epitomises  most  of  the  advances 
made  in  photography  during  the  past  few  years.  The 
length  to  which  photographic  manufacturers  have  carried 
the  branded  article  is  more  noticeable  than  ever.  The 
outstanding  feature  this  year  is  photography  in  colour. 
The  Paget  Prize  Plate  Co.,  Ltd.,  are  Knowing  their 
method  of  producing  transparencies  in  colours.  The  use 
of  a  separate  three-colour  screen  allows  an  indefinite 
number  of  transparencies  from  one  negative.  A  new 
viewing  screen  with  sensitised  coating  is  ako  promised ; 
this  is  to  get  over  the  colour  changes  due  to  parallax. 
The  Leto  Photo  Materials  Co.  (1905),  Ltd.,  also  show  their 
ingenious  colour  screen,  in  which  the  shape  of  the  dot 
indicates  the  colour.  There  is  also  an  exhibition  of  the 
Society  of  Colour  Photographers  in  the  gallery  on  the  first 
floor.  Six  prints  by  Mr.  Samuel  Manners,  pharmacist, 
are  noteworthy.  These  are  three-colour  carbon-prints 
made  by  the  Raydex  process.  This  is  an  application  of 
the  ozobrom  method,  which  gives  a  brilliance  and  trite- 
ness of  colour  which  are  remarkable.  There  are  about  fifty 
exhibitors,  including  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 


W.  Butcher  &  Sons.,  Ltd.,  Houghtons,  Ltd.,  John  J. 
Griffin  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Johnson  &  Sons,  Johnson,  Matthey  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Marion  &  Co.,  and  Wellington  &  Ward. 
Fires. 

A  three-storey  building  in  George  and  Catherinewheel 
Alley,  London,  E.C.,  occupied  as  stores  by  Messrs.  J. 
Morgan  Davis  &  Sons,  chemists,  Bishopsgate,  was  dis- 
covered to  be  on  fire  on  the  night  of  April  9.  As  there 
was  much- indication  of  the  fire  spreading,  a  district  call 
was  made.  The  conflagration  was  under  control  in  about 
half  an  hour. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  April  6,  a  fire  broke  out  on 
the  roof  of  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umney,  Ltd.,  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E.,  which 
was  caused  by  sparks  from  a  neighbouring  chimney 
setting  light  to  a  number  of  carboys.  Fortunately  the 
damage  was  but  slight,  owing  to  the  prompt  arrival  of 
the  fire  brigade,  and  no  inconvenience  was  caused  beyond 
a  temporary  disorganisation  of  the  telephone  service  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

A  fire  occurred  in  a  small  stock-room  at  the  back  of  the 
pharmacy  of  Messrs.  Prichard  &  Constance,  Ltd., 
chemists,  Haymarket,  London,  S.W.,  early  in  the  morning 
of  April  9.  The  room  was  practically  burnt  out,  but  a 
stout  mahogany  door  prevented  the  fire  spreading  to  the 
pharmacy  proper  before  the  arrival  of  the  fire  brigade. 
The  damage  done  amounted  to  nearly  l,O00Z., 
this  being  chiefly  Amami  perfumery  and  specialities,  as 
well  as  1001.  worth  of  expensive  hair-brushes  which  had 
only  been  placed  there  during  the  day. 

Birmingham  .Notes. 

Mumps  and  measles  are  with  us  in  epidemic  form,  but 
scarlet  fever  has  subsided  a  little. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Carter,  who  has  for  many  years  been  con- 
nected with  Birmingham  hospitals,  is  leaving  the  city. 
Some  years  ago  he  gave  an  excellent  address  before  a 
crowded  audience  of  Midland  pharmacists. 

The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Jordan  Lloyd  removes  another 
eminent  medical  practitioner,  who  was  a  warm-hearted 
supporter  of  pharmacy.  He  was  the  first  to  demonstrate 
that  the  continued  use  of  cascara  sagrada  toughened  the 
tissue  of  the  intestines. 

While  taking  a  wagon-load  of  chalk  to  Messrs.  Sturge's 
chemical-works  at  Lifford  Lane,  Kings  Norton,  the  wheels 
skidded,  and  horses,  cart,  and  driver  were  precipitated 
into  the  River  Rea.  One  horse  was  drowned,  but  the 
driver  and  the  other  horse  were  saved. 

Alleged  Theft  of  Chemicals. 

On  April  5  the  hearing  was  resumed  at  the  South 
Western  Police  Court,  London,  of  the  charges  against 
Isidore  Zeifert  (trading  as  Darch  &  Co.  at  Temperance 
Buildings,  Coldharbour  Lane,  Brixton),  Thomas  Stephen 
Clay,  warehouseman,  and  James  Francis  Foster,  counter- 
man, as  reported  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  April  5,  index  folio  535, 
arising  from  theft  of  chemicals  from  Messrs.  May  & 
Baker's  premises  in  Battersea.  Following  was  the  evi-  ■ 
dence  now  taken  : 

Mr.  Alfred  Darch,  chemist  and  druggist,  84  Praed  Street, 
London,  W.,  stated  that  he  had  known  Zeifert  for  seven  or 
eight  years.  At  their  first  acquaintance  Zeifert  had  a 
chemist's  shop  in  Edgware  Road.  About  fifteen  months  ago 
he  told  witness  that  he  intended  to  open  a  new  business  at 
Chisworth,  and  suggested  that  witness  should  give  him  the 
use  of  his  name  for  that  purpose.  Witness  gave  his  consent, 
and  accordingly  Zeifert  opened  at  Chisworth  a  chemist's 
establishment  under  the  title  "  Darch  &  Co."  Subsequently 
<~c  stalled  r  simila.  business  at  Vassall  Road,  Brixton,  under 
the  same  name.  Witness  first  heard  from  Zeifert  regarding 
santonin  about  twelve  months  ago,  when  he  was  asked 
uy  him  if  he  could  sell  a  parcel  of  6antonin.  Witness  did 
not  inquire  the  source  from  which  he  obtained  it.  It  was 
to  be  sold  at  20  per  cent,  below  the  wholesale  price.  He 
succeeded  in  selling  12  lb.  to  Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons 
&  King.  Nine  pounds  was  delivered,  for  which  he  received 
a  chequo  for  251.  0s.  Ad.  This  was  the  amount  paid  him 
by  the  firm  after  a  sum  of  M.  or  5/.  had  been  deducted  in 
respect  to  a  per  contra  account.  He  got  a  friend  to  cash 
the  cheauc,  and  paid  the  amount,  plus  the  4?.  or  51.  referred 
to,  to  Zeifert.  On  or  about  July  11  or  12  he  sold  another 
quantity  to  Messrs.  Carnegie  Bros.,  for  which  he  received 
a  cheque  for  161. '  15s.    To  the  same  firm  he  also  sold 
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4  lb.  3  oz.  at  80s.  per  Lb.  on  July  23;  7  lb.  of  Merck's 
santonin  at  79s. ;  12  lb.  oz.  on  August  12  at  80s. 
(48/.  13a.  9cZ.) ;  2  lb.  10  oz.  on  September  17;  6  Lb.  9  oz.  on 
September  28  (26/.  5s.) ;  and  11  lb.  15  oz.  on  October  15 
(47/.  15s.).  In  all  those  instances  he  received  the  santonin 
from  Zeifert,  to  whom  he  forwarded  the  cheques  on  receipt, 
after  endorsement.  He  recognised  a  letter  submitted  as 
having  been  written  by  him  to  Messrs.  Carnegie  Bros,  on 

'October  4,  in  which  he  asked  for  a  cheque,  and  stated 
that  he  had  to  pay  cash  for  the  santonin  and-  had  only 

.2g  per  cent,  on  the  transaction.  He  wrote  this  at  the 
instance  of  and  from  information  supplied  to  him  by  Zeifert. 

■On  October  29  he  sold  to  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  & 

'Co.  11  lb.  of  santonin  at  85s.  per  lb.,  and  from  them  received 
a  cheque  for  46/.  15s.  The  santonin  delivered  to  this  firm 
he  also  received  from  Zeifert.  In  cross-examination  by  Mr. 
Matthews,  witness  admitted  that  the  difference  of  price  at 
which  they  would  sell  would  be  20  per  cent,  above  what  he 
sold  it  to  them  for,  which  was  a  fair  trade  profit.  The 
transactions  were  done  perfectly  openly  as  between  Zeifert 
and  himself  and  the  firms.  Re-examined  by  Mr.  Curtis 
Bennett,  witness  said  the  price  for  which  Zeifert  asked  was 

■  20  per  cent,  below  the  wholesale  price  at  the  time. 

George  Frederick  Perrin,  foreman  on  the  dry-floor  depart- 
ment of  Messrs.  May  &  Baker,  then  told  how  santonin 
was  kept  in  the  warehouse,  and  that  Foster  had  access  to  it, 
as  well  as  ten  or  eleven  others.  Herbert  Crimp,  stockkeeper 
to  prosecutors,  produced  stock  sheets,  which  snowed  that  at 
December  31  the  quantity  of  santonin  in  stock  should  have 
been  117  lb.  2j  oz.,  but  108  lb.  was  missing,  valued  at  500/. 

-to  600/. 

Mr.  Matthews  inquired  how  long  the  case  was  likely 
rk>  last.  Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  replied  that  as  there  were 
a.  number  of  things  he  had  yet  to  prove  he  feared  several 
more  sittings  of  the  court  would  be  necessary.  The  Stipen- 
diary (Hon.  John  de  Grey)  again  refused  bail  to  Zeifert, 
but  released  Foster  on  surety  for  25/.  and  Clay  on  two 
^sureties  of  25/.  each.    The  case  was  adjourned  till  April  12. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending;  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Brevities. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Elliott,  Ph.C,  President  of  the  Belfast 
Y.M.C.A.  Camera  Club,  gave  an  "At  Home"  to  the 
members  last  week. 

Mr.  Thomas  McCully,  J. P.,  retired  chemist,  London- 
derry, has  been  returned  unopposed  as  Alderman  for  the 
Waterside  Ward  of  the  City. 

Mr.  J.  Edgar  Connor,  J. P.,  Ph.C,  was  re-elected 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Newry  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
;at  the  annual  meeting  of  that  body  on  April  5. 

The  Tramways  and  Electricity  Committee  of  the 
Belfast  Corporation  has  accepted  the  tenders  of  Messrs. 
-J.  &  J.  Haslett,  Ltd.,  druggists,  North  Street,  for  the 
supply  of  grease,  petrol,  and  petroleum. 

The  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Dublin  are  negotiating  with 
.the  Insurance  Commissioners  with  a  view  to  issuing  a 
■  certificate  of  competency  in  compounding,  to  be  recog- 
nised under  the  amending  Act  to  the  Insurance  Act. 
Registered  druggists  are  to  be  admitted  on  special  terms 
and  conditions  for  the  examination. 

The  Town  Clerk  of  Belfast  has  been  authorised  by  the 
Police  Committee  of  the  Corporation  to  issue  poison- 
U.icences  to  Frank  E.  Smith,  15  to  17  High  Street ; 
Andrew  Graham,  trading  as  Joseph  Orr  &  Son,  12  and  14 
Ann  Street;  and  William  Alexander  and  Thomas  Hill 
Brown,  of  Arthur  S.  Ritchie  &  Co.,  51  and  53  High 
Street. 

In  the  Courts. 

At  the  co.  Kilkenny  Quarter  Sessions,  Mr.  Henry 
Bell,  chemist,  was  granted  a  decree  for  30s.  against 
-John  Grant,  Carrignurra,  for  goods  sold  and  delivered. 

Damages  were  awarded  by  the  County  Court  Judge 
at  Monaghan  on  April  5  in  a  case  in  which  a  boarding- 
house  keeper  sued  the  executor  of  the  late  Benjamii 
■Clarke  to  recover  25/.  for  damage  committed  by  thf 
•deceased  when  residing  as  a  lodger  in  her  house,  thf 
allegation  being  that  he  infected  the  house  with  a  con 


tagious  disease.  Deceased  was  suffering  from  phthisis 
when  he  took  the  lodgings,  a  friend  representing  it  to 
be  congestion  of  the  lungs.  The  other  boarders  left  and 
plaintiff  could  not  let  the  rooms.  Judge  Johnston  gave 
a  decree  for  the  full  amount  of  the  plaintiff's  loss 
through  the  disinfection  of  the  rooms  and  the  destruction 
of  some  of  the  articles,  and  a  further  sum  of  4/.  for  the 
loss  of  lettings— 16/.  4s.  2d.  in  all. 

Guardians'  Contracts. 

The  Carrickmaeross  Board  of  Guardians  have  given, 
the  contract  for  medicines  to  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd, 
Dublin,  at  23J  per  cent,  discount,  and  that  for  medical 
and  surgical  appliances  to  Messrs.  S.  Connor  &  Co., 
Newry,  at  33^  per  cent. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  sanctioned  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Carrick-on-Suir  Guardians  on  the  ground  of 
convenience  to  give  the  contract  for  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  to  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin,  though 
the  firm's  tender  was  not  the  lowest. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  intimated  to  the  Old- 
castle  Board  of  Guardians  that,  as  Mr.  Graham  of  Belfast, 
whose  tender  for  the  supply  of  medicines  they  had  ac- 
cepted, had  not  in  stock  a  full  assortment  of  the  articles 
in  the  prescribed  list,  he  could  not  be  consider.ed  as  quali- 
fied to  hold  the  contract,  which  should  therefore  be  given 
to  Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  who  offered  the  same 
terms.    It  was  decided  to  re-advertise. 

The  tender  of  the  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Co. 
reached  the  Middleton  Guardians  some  hours  after  the 
time  when  the  other  tenders  were  opened  and  considered  , 
but,  at  the  instance  of  the  firm,  the  envelope  containing 
the  tender  has  been  traced,  and  it  has  been  discovered 
that  it  was  posted  in  ample  time,  but  delivery  was 
delayed  by  the  post-office.  Under  the  circumstances  the 
firm  has  written  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
intimating  that  it  would  be  unfair  that  the  contract 
should  be  finally  disposed  of  without  having  their  tender 
taken  into  consideration.  The  Clerk  said  meanwhile 
the  Local  Government  Board  had  sanctioned  the  tender 
of  Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.  for  both  medicines  and  medical 
and  surgical  appliances,  and  that,  he  thought,  disposed 
of  the  matter. 

The  Wrong  Bottle. 

At  an  inquest  at  Newry  last  week  on  the  body  of  Alice 
Tumelty  (20),  a  school-teacher,  it  was  stated  that 
deceased  was  supplied  by  a  chemist  with  a  bottle  of 
medicine  that  was  intended  for  another  person.  The 
mother  of  the  deceased  stated  that  Dr.  Grant  prescribed 
for  the  girl,  and  she  sent  to  Messrs.  O'Hagan  &  O'Hare 
for  the  medicine,  of  which  she  administered  a  table- 
spoonful  in  water.  Her  daughter  afterwards  had  a  con- 
vulsive attack,  which  recurred  every  day  until  her  death 
on  March  30.  The  bottle  of  medicine  was  intended  for 
a  man  named  Jennings.  Patrick  Flynn,  assistant  to 
Messrs.  O'Hagan  &  O'Hare,  said  the  bottle  that  was 
for  Jennings  was  given  out  in  mistake.  The  names  of 
the  respective  patients  were  written  on  the  bottles,  both 
on  the  outside  and  on  the  labels.  Dr.  Grant  said  there 
was  nothing  in  the  bottle  of  medicine  for  Mr.  Jennings 
that  would  cause  the  symptoms  from  which  deceased 
suffered.  Death  was  not  accelerated  in  the  slightest 
degree  by  the  dose  from  the  bottle.  The  witness  was 
cross-examined  on  behalf  of  the  relatives,  with  a  view  to 
showing  that  the  wrong  bottle  was  a  tonic  and  not  a 
sedative,  and  that  it  was  likely  to  cause  a  rupture  of  the 
blood-vessels.  The  jury  found  the  cause  of  death  was 
meningitis. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  newj  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Boots  in  Dundee. 

Boots,  Ltd.,  liave  taken  the  premises  at  14  Reform 
Street,  Dundee,  for  a  branch  shop.  The  premises  are  on 
\he  west  side  of  the  street,  near  the  High  Street.  This 
is  the  company's  first  venture  in  Dundee,  although  there 
have  been  many  rumours  from  time  to  time. 
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Edinburgh. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Edinburgh  and  District  Aerated- 
-water  Manufacturers,  etc.,  has  sent  a  registered  letter  to 
chemists  and  others,  pointing  out  the  inadvisability  of 
employing  bottles  belonging  to  members  of  the  Association 
for  ofher  substances. 

Edinburgh  pharmacy  played  their  last  League  game  of 
the  season  at  Hawkhill  on  Wednesday,  April  2.  Result  : 
Eastern,  2  goals  ;  Edinburgh  Pharmacy,  nil.  On  April  21 
— the  Spring  holiday — the  team  plays  a  match  with  the 
Aberdeen  Pharmacy  Eleven  at  their  native  town  ;  and  a 
match  will  be  played  with  the  Glasgow  pharmaceutical 
footballers  in  Glasgow. 

Glasgow  and  the  "West. 

The  Govan  Pharmacies'  Football  Club  beat  the 
Glasgow  Pharmacies'  team  last  week  by  six  goals  to  one, 
thus  neutralising  their  defeat  earlier  in  the  season. 

The  Glasgow  Insurance  Committee  have  requested  all 
chemists'  accounts  for  the  first  two  months  of  the  quarter 
to  be  sent  in.  In  future  accounts  are  to  be  rendered 
monthly. 

The  firm  of  James  Walker,  chemist  and  druggist, 
19  Doekhead  Street,  Saltcoats,  was  dissolved  on  March  29 
by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Walker,  widow,  one  of  the 
partners.  The  business  is  now  carried  on  by  Miss 
Euphemia  Walker,  chemist  and  druggist,  the  remaining 
partner,  in  her  own  name.  Claims  against  Mrs.  Walker's 
estate  have  to  be  lodged  before  April  17  with  Mr.  J. 
Kirkland,  National  Bank,  Saltcoats. 

Aberdeen  Dispensing  Contracts. 

The  following  have  been  appointed  as  district  dispensers 
of  medicines  to  the  outdoor  poor  of  the  parish  for  the 
year  ending  May  15,  1914  : 

Torry  Ward,.— Mr.  A.  P.  Wallace,  96  Victoria  Road.  - 

St.  Clement's,  St.  Andrew's,  and  part  of  St.  Machar 
Wards.— Mr.  Harry  Thompson,  46  Commerce  Street. 

Greyfriars  Ward.— Mr.  Jas.  Watt  Adan,  72  George  Street. 

Woodside  Ward.— Mr..  R.  C.  Cardno,  546  Great  Northern 
Road. 

Part  of  St.  Machar  Ward.— Mr.  George  Mackay,  1  Mount- 
hooly. 

St.  Nicholas  and  Rose-mount  Wards. — Mr.  A.  F  Duran 
4  South  Mount  Street,  Rubislaw. 

Ruthrieston  and  Ferry  hill  Wards.— Mr.  William  Reid, 
100  Holburn  Street. 

The  Finance,  Law,  and  General  Purposes  Committee,  in 
their  report,  stated  that  some  discussion  had  taken  place 
at  their  meeting  with  regard  to  the  dispensing  of  drags 
on  Wednesdays  (the  chemists'  half -holiday),  when  it  had 
been  left  with  the  inspector  to  see  the  dispensers  above 
recommended  to  ascertain  their  views  on  the  subject.  In 
accordance  with  this  arrangement  the  inspector  had  a 
meeting  with  the  suggested  contractors,  who,  on  account 
of  the  legal  restrictions  which  are  now  in  force  in  the 
trade,  had  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Parish  Council 
•would  not  request  them  to  become  bound  by  hard-and-fast 
rules.  Each  of  them  had  expressed  his  views  to  the  effect 
that  he  would  give  the  same  attention  to  the  recipients  of 
Tehef  as  is  given  to  the  general  public,  and  with  this 
assurance  all  the  contractors  trusted  that  the  Parish 
Council  would  be  satisfied. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


British  Chamber  of  Commerce.— The  offices  of  this 
Paris  Chamber  have  been  transferred  from  17  Boulevard 
de  la  Madeleine  to  9  Rue  des  Pyramides,  Paris. 

A  Link  with  the  Past. — Among  the  documents  de- 
posited in  the  local  Record  Office  of  recent  years  by 
M.  Laffon,  notary  at  the  -fine  old  town  of  Carcassonne, 
figured  a  manuscript ;  inventory  of  a  sixteenth-century 
apothecary.  Nicolas  Lapesse,  the  apothecary' in  question, 
who  died  in  October  1597,  had  married  the  daughter  of 
Etienne  Bohet,  apothecary  in  the  same  city.  The  docu- 
ment has  been  studied  by  M.  Sarcos  (pharmacist)  and 
M.  Mullot  (municipal  librarian),  and  published  in  book 
form. 


The  Up-to-date  Prodigal  Son  usually  avoids,  or  at  least, 
postpones,  discomfiture  and  repentance  by  sundry 
expedients,  one  of  the  most  popular  being  the  giving  of 
bills.  This  "  paper  "  has  an  unfortunate  habit  of  falling 
due  before  funds  can  be  raised,  but  Dr.  Quillier,  a  bril- 
liant young  member  of  the  well-known  Cercle  Volney,. 
Paris,  hit  on  an  ingenuous  means  of  avoiding  these  acci- 
dents. To  pay  his  "  debts  of  honour  "  he  gave  receipts 
with  promise  to  pay  "three  months  after  my  father's 
death."  But  not  only  did  the  stern  parent  claim  a. 
"  conseil  judiciaire  "  as  soon  as  he  learned  of  the  delicate 
allusion  to  his  possible  decease,  but  he  actually  outlived, 
his  son.  The  doctor's  heirs  refused  to  meet  the  bill. 
Judgment  was  deferred. 


Cape  Pharmacy  Board. 


A  Meeting  of  the  new  Province  Board  was  held  in  Cape- 
Town  on  February  13.      Present :   Messrs.  A.  Walsh,  G. 
Darroll,  J.  A.  Mathew,  W.  K.  Mager,  and  J.  Parry,  Dr. 
C.  F.  K.  Murray,  and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  H.  Holland). 

Officers. — This  being  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Board,. 
Dr.  Murray  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Walsh  was- 
by  ballot  unanimously  re-elected  President. 

The  Register. — The  Government's  reply  in  the  case  of  a 
chemist  who,  after  repeated  requests,  would  take  no  sieps 
to  have  his  name  replaced  upon  the  Register,  was  con- 
sidered. The  reply  was  to  the  effect  that  it  was  not  deemed, 
necessary  to  withhold  a  fiscal  licence  in  this  case.  Ths 
Board  subsequently  made  formal  request  to  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  for  the  restoration  of  this  chemist's  name  to  the 
Register,  in  order  to  bring  him  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Board.  It  was  held,  however,  that  this  course  was  r  ot 
within  the  strict  intention  of  the  Act ;  the  better  way  would 
have  been  to  prevent  the  chemist  carrying  on  his  business 
until  he  himself  had  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  comply  with, 
the  law.  The  Secretary  was  therefore  instructed  to  inter- 
view the  Secretary  for  Finance,  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment responsible  for  the  decision  of  the  Government,  and 
represent  this  view  to  him. 

Sale  of  Poisons. — A  complaint  was  received  alleging  that 
a  firm  in  Cape  Town  was  illegally  retailing  ant-poison, 
and  a  reply  was  resolved  upon.  It  was  also  agreed  that 
any  action  in  the  direction  of  controlling  sales  of  veronal 
should  be  initiated  by  the  Colonial  Medical  Council. 

Tablets. — The  Secretary  reported,  in  regard  to  a  com- 
plaint received  through  the  Colonial  Medical  Council  of  the 
selling  of  tablet  medicines  by  persons  who  were  not  regis- 
tered chemists,  that  a  letter  addressed  to  the  author  of  the 
complaint  asking  for  fuller  particulars  had  failed  to  elicit- 
any  reply. 

Eemoval  from  Register. — The  Secretary  further  reported 
that  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  police  against  a  Cape- 
Town  chemist  for  practising  without  a  licence  had  resulted 
in  his  conviction ;  and  that,  in  accordance  with  the  Board's 
recommendation,  this  chemist's  name  had  now  been  placed 
on  the  Register. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  for  the  year  1912  states,  inter 
alia,  that  sijjteen  applicationa  for  registration  were- 
received,  and  in  each  case  the  issue  of  the  necessary  licence 
was  recommended.  The  qualifications  of  the  applicants- 
were  : 

■Chemist  and  druggist,  Cape  Province  ...    5 

Chemist  and  druggist.  Great  Britain.  8 

Pharmaceutical  chemist,  Great  Britain    1 

Pharmaceutical  chemist,  Ireland   2 

One  case  presented  some  difficttlty  in  that  the  diploma  was 
stated  to  have  been  lost,  and  the  necessary  proofs  of  qualifi- 
cation were  not  forthcoming  until  steps  had  been  initiated' 
to  prosecute  for  practising  without  a  licence.  Reference- 
is  made-  to  reciprocity  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  the 
Union  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Bill.  As  the  result  of 
a  legal  opinion  obtained,  to  the  effect  that  in  its  then 
existing  form  Rule  No.  17,  relating  to  examinations, 
might  not  be  held  to  preclude  the  admission  of" 
a.  candidate  for  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  examination 
who  had  not  passed  in  each  of  the  three  subjects,  English, 
Latin,  and  Arithmetic,  steps  were  taken  to  have  the  rule- 
so  worded  that  no  candidate  who  did  not  possess  a  certifi- 
cate covering  'all  three  subjects  could  be  admitted  for 
examination.  The  certificate  for  the  University  Junior- 
Certificate  examination  for  schools  was  also  added  to  the- 
list  of  qualifications  for  the  Board's  examination.  These 
amendments  were,  duly  approved  bv  his  Excellency  the- 
Governor-General,  and  are  now  embodied  in  the  regulations. 

The  report  concludes  with  reference  to  poisoning  and" 
other  cases  which  were  considered  by  the  Board  during  the* 
year. 
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LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

"  Dental  Specialist,"  etc.— At  Birmingham  last  week, 
.James  Williams,  324  Lady  pool  Road,  Sparkbrook,  was 
under  the  Dentists  Act  fined  51.,  and  21.  19s.  costs,  for  using 
:the  descriptions  "  Dental  Specialist,"  "  Williams'  Dental 
Institute,"  and  "  Dentist."  It  appeared  that  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys, a  qualified  chemist,  visited  the  defendant's  shop, 
and  was  given  a  card  bearing  the  words  "  James  Williams, 
Chemist  and  Dentist,"  but  defendant  is  neither,  it  was 
stated. 

Cod-liver  Oil  Dispute.  —In  the  City  of  London  Court 
■  on  April  8,  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  decided  in  favour 
•of  N.  J.  Fenner  and  H.  B.  Alder  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  proprietors 
of  the  Tarsap  Co.,  120  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.,  in  their 
action  against  F.  Woodcock,  Barrington,  Cambridge,  for 
3/.  15s.  for  cod-liver  oil  supplied.  The  defence  was  that 
1  cwt.  of  cod-liver  oil  was  ordered  and  2g  cwt.  was  sent; 
but  the  traveller  deposed  that  an  order  for  the  latter  amount 
was  signed  by  the  defendant. 

Soap  in  Packets.— The  Manchester  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate gave  judgment  on  April  3  in  the  deferred  case  under 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  in  which  action  was  taken 
.against  a  local  firm  of  grocers  for  applying  a  false  trade 
■description  as  to  the  weight  of  packets  of  Sunlight  soap. 
The  customer  had  asked  for  2  lb.  of  soap,  and  the  grocers 
.supplied  two  packets,  each  containing  14  oz.  A  fine  of 
11.,  and  costs,  was  imposed  on  the  summonses,  151.  15s. 
being  allowed  as  extra  costs.  The  Magistrate  agreed  to 
state  a  case  for  appeal. 

Pedlars  Act,  1871.— At  Westminster  Police  Court  on 
April  4,  a  canvasser  to  a  gramophone  and  records  company 
-was  fined  5.s.,  and  21.  2s.  costs,  for  acting  as  a  pedlar  with- 
out a  certificate  or  licence.  He  had  called  at  houses  with 
specimen  gramophones  and  records.  The  customer  was  to 
pay  7s.  bd.  for  three  records,  and  sign  an  agreement  to  pay 
for  fifty-nine  more  by  weekly  instalments  of  2s.  bd.,  thereby 
becoming  the  possessor  of  a  gramophone,  left  with  the  three 
■original  records.  For  the  prosecution,  it  was  urged  that  this 
■constituted  "carrying  for  sale"  and  hawking  goods.  The 
defence  was  that  the  defendant  was  only  a  canvasser,  and 
that  the  records  he  used  and  parted  with  were  exchangeable 
samples. 

.Stoops  Act  Offences.-At  Portsmouth  on  April  8,  Walter 
Henry  Lloyd,  medicine  vendor,  was  fined  Is.,  and  9s.  bd.  costs, 
for  keeping  his  shop  open  during  the  closing  hours  of  the 
statutory  half -holiday.  He  declared  that  it  was  kept  open 
for  the  sale  of  medicines  and  appliances  only,  as  chemists' 
shops  were;  but  the  inspector  explained  that  chemists  on 
the  Insurance  panel  are  allowed  to  be  open  for  the  supply 
•of  medicines  on  prescription.  The  Town  Clerk  said  that  if 
defendant  would  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  inspector  any 
■chemist  contravening  the  Act,  he  would  be  dealt  with.— 
Gilbert  Noble,  dealer  in  medicines,  was  fined  19s.  for  (1)  a 
similar  offence,  and  (2)  not  exhibiting  a  notice  as  to  his 
assistant's  half-holiday. 

Armorial  Bearings.-The  King's  Bench  Division  of  the 
High  Court,  London,  heard  an  appeal  on  April  8  by  the 
Worshipful  Company  of  Plumbers  against  the  decision  of 
the  Lord  Mayor  fining  ihem  Is.,  and  2s.  costs,  for  using 
armorial  bearings  without  a  licence.  Action  had  been 
taken  by  tho  London  County  Council,  and  the  Company 
pleaded  that  by  Section  19  (1)  of  the  Revenue  Act,  1869, 
they,  as  a  corporation,  are, exempt.  The  Court  held  that 
Section  19  gives  a  personal  exemption  to  a  person  who,  by 
right  of  his  office,  uses  the  arms  of  a  corporation  or  royal 
borough,  and  such  a  corporation  as  the  Plumbers'  Company 
'falls  into  a  different  category.  Further,  the  exemption 
given  by  the  Act  is  not  to  a  corporation  or  royal  borough 
as  such,  but  is  to. persons  who  happen  to  be  mayors  or 
officers  of  such  corporations  or  boroughs.  The  Court  there- 
fore affirmed  the  conviction. 

Tarragona  Wine.-At  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  April  7, 
the  Magistrate  (Mr.  Hopkins)  delivered  his  considered  judg- 
ment in  the  Tarragona  port  case,  referred  to  in  the  C.  <f-  D., 
March  22,  index  folio  443.  The  case  was  under  the  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act,  1887.  The  purchaser  asked  for  a  bottle 
•of  Tarragona  port,  and  was  supplied  with  a  bottled  labelled 
.  Fine  British  Tarragona  Wine,"  the  first  two  words  being 
in  plain  letters,  "  Tarragona  "  in  larger  and  plainer  letters, 
and  "  wine  "  in  the  largest  and  plainest  of  the  letters  on 
the  bottle.  On  examination  the  contents  of  the  bottle  were 
found  to  consist  of  15  per  cent,  of  mistella,  a  wine  of 
Tarragona,  and  85  per  cent,  of  British  wine  made  from 
raisins.  His  Worship  concluded,  having  taken  into  con- 
sideration Section  10  of  the  Finance  Act.  1911,  and  the 
Customs  and  Excise  regulations  made  under  it,  that  the 


word  "  British  "  showed  that  the  contents  were  British  and 
not  foreign,  and  he  accordingly  dismissed  the  summonses, 
allowing  the  defendants  (Pipers,  Ltd.)  ten  guineas  costs. 

An  Errand-boy's  Accident.  — At  York  County  Court 
on  April  8,  Boots,  Ltd.,  were  sued  by  Ernest  Oxtoby, 
errand-boy,  for  compensation  in  respect  of  an  accident  on 
October  3.  It  appeared  that  just  before  the  shop  closed 
for  the  half-holiday  the  applicant  was  sent  out  to  deliver 
goods  on  a  bicycle.  Knowing  that  the  premises  would  be 
closed  when  he  had  finished,  applicant  took  the  bicycle 
home,  and  in  riding  it  back  to  work  the  next  morning  ho 
was  knocked  down  by  a  cab  and  seriously  injured.  The 
question  raised  was  whether  at  the  time  of  the  accident 
applicant  was  engaged  in  his  employment.  It  transpired 
that  the  manager  of  the  shop,  Mr.  Taw,  told  the  applicant 
to  take  tho  bicycle  home  when  the  shop  was  closed.  Judge 
Richardson  held  that  the  return  of  the  bicycle  the  next 
morning  was  just  as  much  in  the  course  of  the  applicant's 
employment  as  if  tho  shop  had  been  open  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  previous  day.  He  awarded  applicant  5s.  per  week 
from  the  day  of  the  accident,  with  costs,  and  granted  stay 
of  execution  in  view  of  an  appeal  or  payment  of  the  money 
into  Court. 

Soap-patent  Dispute.— In  the  City  of  London  Court  on 
April  7,  Mr.  William  H.  Murray,  18  Elmhurst  Mansions, 
Clapham,  sued  Unol,  Ltd.,  9  St.  Helen's  Place,  E.C.,  for 
50/.,  three  months'  salary  as  works  manager.  Mr.  Palmer 
appeared  for  the  plaintiff  and  Mr.  Lynch  for  the  defen- 
dants. Plaintiff's  case  was  that  he  was  the  patentee  of  a 
secret  process  for  the  manufacture  of  soap,  by  which  soap 
which  had  hitherto  cost  16/.  a  ton  could  be  made  for  8/.  a 
ton.  The  defendant  company  was  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  the  French  patents  of  the  invention  and  plain- 
tiff was  appointed  works  manager  at  200/.  a  year,  and  he 
was  to  be  paid  6,000/.  in  shares  in  the  company  for  tho 
secret  process.  The  company  was  to  be  formed  with  a 
capital  of  12,000/.,  but  the  capital  had  never  been  sub- 
scribed, and  plaintiff  was  paid  his  salary  for  four  months 
up  to  October.  He  had  not  been  paid  anything  since.  In 
cross-examination,  he  said  the  process  could  not  be  run 
except  by  him,  and  all  he  had  done  since  October  was  to 
supply  a  sample.  Judge  Lumley  Smith  thought  that  the 
defendant  company  ought  to  have  raised  a  counterclaim 
for  plaintiff  not  doing  his  work,  but  it  was  too  late  now. 
Mr.  Lynch  said  that  tho  defendants  desired  the  plaintiff's, 
services,  and  after  further  evidence  from  the  Rev.  John 
Gray,  London  director  of  the  defendant  'company',  his 
Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  with  costs. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Unl»ss  when  otherwise  stated  these  cases  have  been  heard  in  the 
High  Court  of  lustice,  London. 

Elliman  Pamphlets. 

The  case  of  W.  H.  Smith  &  Sons  v.  Elliman,  Sons  & 
Co.  was  down  for  hearing  by  Justices  Ridley,  Pickford, 
and  Avory  in  a  King's  Bench  Divisional  Court  on  April  9, 
when  Mr.  Holman  Gregory,  K.C.,  intimated  that  it  had 
been  settled  on  terms  which  would  be  endorsed  on  counsel's 
brief,  and  made  an  order  of  the  Court.  A  sum  of  767Z. 
which  was  in  Court  would  be  divided  between  the  parties. 
Their  Lordships  assented. 

Copyright  Action  Settled. 

In  Mr.  Justice  A.  T.  Lawrence's  Court  on  April  8 
the  case  of  The  Practitioner,  Ltd.,  v.  Newton,  Chambers 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  was  mentioned,  Mr.  Bevan,  representing 
the  plaintiffs,  stating  that  this  was  an  action  by  the  plain- 
tiffs to  recover  damages  for  the  alleged  infringement  of 
a  copyright.  The  parties  had  now  come  to  terms,  which 
were  endorsed  on  counsels'  briefs,  and  by  consent  the 
record  would  be  withdrawn  upon  these  terms.  The  sum 
of  money  in  court  would  be  paid  out  to  the  solicitors  for 
the  plaintiffs.  Mr.  Scott  Fox,  K.C.,  for  the  defendants, 
said  he  understood  the  terms  had  been  agreed  to  ;  and  his 
Lordship  absented  to  the  record  being  withdrawn  upon  the 
terms  of  the  briefs,  the  details  of  which  were  not  disclosed. 

Imitation  Bovril. 

A  motion  on  behalf  of  Bovril,  Ltd.,  against  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Co.  was  heard  by  Mr.  Justice  Eve  on 
April  4  in  the  Chancery  Division. 

Mr.  P.  Ogden  Lawrence,  K.C.,  moved  for  an  injunction 
restraining  the  railway  company  from  passing  off  as  bovril 
in  their  refreshment-bars  meat-extract  other  than  that  of 
the  plaintiffs'  manufacture. 

Mr.  Austen-Cartmell,  for  the  defendants,  gave  an  under- 
taking, so  that  the  matter  might  be  ended  upon  terms 
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agreed.  He  desired  to  state  in  the  undertaking  that  the 
specific  acts  complained  of  and  any  others  were  contrary 
to  instructions  of  the  company  and  contrary  to  the  express 
orders  of  the  railway  company's  hotel  managers. 

Mr.  Lawrence  explained  that  they  had  ascertained  from 
trap  orders  that  people  had  asked  for  a  cup  of  bovril  at 
the  refreshment-bar  and  had  been  handed  something  else. 
This  was  not  an  isolated  case,  and  had  happened  where 
bovril  was  advertised  in  the  bar. 

'  His  Lordship  accepted  the  defendants'  undertaking,  and 
gave  judgment  for  an  agreed  sum  of  10Z.,  with  costs,  the 
motion  being  treated  as  trial  of  the  action. 


GAZETTE. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Claeke,  H.  J.,  and  Goode,  E.  T.,  Doncaster,  physicians, 
surgeons,  and  general  medical  practitioners,  under  the 
style  of  Clarke  &  Goode,  or  Clarke,  Goodc  &  Clarke. 

Hirst,  E.,  Scholfield,  T.,  and  Todd,  J.  H.,  Lee  Mill, 
Shawclough,  near  Rochdale,  chemical  manufacturers, 
drysalters,  and  tallow-refiners,  under  the  style  of  Sieber 
&  Co. ;  so  far  as  regards  E.  Hirst. 

Jones,  C.  Ll.,  and  Leishman,  A.,  Dunstable,  surgeons,  etc., 
under  the  style  of  Jones  &  Leishman. 

Scott,  R.  J.  H  ,  and  Mumfohd,  W.  G.,  Circus,  Bath, 
surgeons,  under  the  style  of  Scott  &  Mumford. 

Tickle,  F.  R.,  and  Aldehson,  E.,  Southampton,  physicians 
and  surgeons,  under  the  style  of  Drs.  Alderson  &  Tickle. 

Tbe  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

Fergusson,  J.  N.  F.,  the  Hydropathic  Establishment,  Abbey 
Road,  Great  Malvern,  doctor  of  medicine. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Wait-and-See  Proprietary  have  removed  to  new  pre- 
mises at  4  Lambeth  Palace  Road,  .London,  S.E. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Willcock,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  H.  M.  Hadfield, 
chemist,  Dartmouth. 

Mr.  D.  M.  Laidlaw,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  branch  business  of  Messrs.  Turner  &  Co., 
73  Church  Street,  Basingstoke. 

The  Business  of  Mr.  T.  R.  Owles,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, 198  Rye  Lane,  Peckham,  London,  S.E.,  is  now  car- 
ried on  as  Owles  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd. 

Mr.  Wm.  Leggett  Egerton,  pharmacist,  is  opening  a 
new  business  on  the  corner  of  Priory  Road,  Milton,  a 
rapidly  increasing  suburb  of  Portsmouth. 

The  J.  D.  Riedel  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  inform 
us  that  owing  to  increased  business  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  remove  their  London  offices  to  larger  premises  at 
13-14  Walbrook,  E.C 

Mr.  S.  J.  Elliott,  pharmacist,  has  closed  the  business 
carried  on  by  him  for  the  past  twenty-four  years  at 
32  and  34  Ashley  Road,  Southport,  and  is  residing  at 
61  Oak  Street,  Southport. 


Formulas  for  B.P.C.  preparations  on  the  Insurance  drug 
tariff  are  printed  in  an  eight-page  leaflet,  which  is  sup- 
plied at  6d  per  doz.  (7fZ.  by  post)  by  the  C.  &  D.  Book  De- 
partment, 42  Cannon  Street.  London.  E.C. 

In  the  Bankruftcy  Court,  London,  on  April  10,  Robert 
Boyle  Hyde,  of  Hyde,  Nash  &  Co.,  drug-merchants,  16  Phil- 
pot  Lane,  E.C,  applied  for  an  order  of  discharge.  The 
failure  took  place  in  1901,  and  the  Official  Receiver  reported 
that  the  provable  debts  amounted  to  7,219/.  17.s.  Id.,  and 
the  assets,  valued  by  the  debtor  at  948/.  2a.  9d.,  had  realised 
only  851/.  13s.  5d.  A  dividend  of  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound 
was  paid,  while  the  debtor's  personal  creditors  had  received 
6.s.  5d.  in  the  pound.  The  discharge  was  granted,  subject 
to  suspension  of  two  years. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  tbe  meaning:  ofi 
the  Companies  \ct,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

Swain's  Pharmacy,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  400/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  take  over  the  drug-store  carried  civ 
by  G.  W.  Swain  at  25  Whingate  Road,  Armley,  Leeds. . 
First  directors:  G.  W.  Swain  and  Mrs.  E.  S.  Swain. 

H.  N.  Garrett  (Bath),  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  3,000/.,  in  1/.. 
shares.  Objects:  To  take  over  certain  fullers'  earth  mines 
and  works  at  or  near  Bath,  and  the  property  held  there- 
with and  lately  carried  on  and  owned  by  H.  N.  Garrett. 

Raynes,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1,500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Ob- 
jects: To  take  over  the  business  of  a  chemist,  druggist,, 
optician,  etc.,  carried  on  by  H.  Rayne,  pharmacist,  at  22  and. 
24  Brigstock  Road,  Thornton  Heath,  who  i6  permanent- 
director. 

T.  N.  Clarke  _  (Cadishead),  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  500/., 
in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  etc.,  and  to  acquire  the  business  carried  on  byi 
T  N.  Clarke  at  Cadishead,  Lanes.  The  first  directors  are- 
T.  N.  Clarke  and  C.  H.  Walker. 

Bonells  (Cash  Chemists),  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500/.,  in- 
1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  drysalters,  herbalists,  etc.,  and  to  adopt  an  agree- 
ment with  T.  A.  Bonell,  who  is  sole  permanent  director.. 
R.O.,  551  Back  Lane,  Laisterdyke,  Bradford. 

W.  H.  Haines,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  300/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  drug-merchant, 
patent-medicine  vendor,  etc.,  carried  on  by  W.  H.  Haines 
at  Great  Harwood.  The  subscribers  and  first  directors  are 
W.  H.  Haines,  Mrs.  K.  Haines,  and  G.  H.  Haines,  Ph.C 

Cassell's  Pharmacy,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  100/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  carried  on  by 
A.  S.  Cassell  at  67  Vicarage  Road,  Plumstead,  as  "  Cas- 
sell's Pharmacy."  The  subscribers  and  first  directors 
are  A.  S.  Cassell,  J.  N.  Boyer,  and  J.  J.  Laws,  Hampton, 
chemist. 

Novis,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  _  Objects: 
To  take  over  the  business  carried  on  at  406  Caledonian  Road, 
Islington,  as  "  Novis  Cash  Drug-stores,"  and  to  adopt  an 
agreement  between  W.  F.  Novis  and  A.  D.  Likeman.  Tha 
first  directors  are  W.  F.  Novis  (permanent),  G.  T.  West,  and 
A.  J.  Tongue,  chemist. 

J.  Gilbert  Jackson,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  3,000/.,  in  l/.: 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  wholesale  and 
retail  chemists,  druggists,  perfumers,  drysalters,  oil  and 
colour  men,  etc.  The  subscribers  and  first  directors  are  J.' 
Gilbert  Jackson  (permanent),  Mrs.  F.  Jackson,  and  A.  Pres- 
ton.   R.O.,  338  Abbeydale  Road,  Sheffield. 

Saranac,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  500/.,  in  Is.  shares.  Obr 
jects :  To  take  over  the  mail-order  business  for  various 
articles  and  specialities  carried  on  under  the  name  of 
"  Saranac,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  dealers  in  per- 
fumes, chemists,  druggists,  etc.  First  directors :  R.  Starke 
and  J.  M.  Harris,  15  Sternhold  Avenue,  Streatham  Hill,. 
London,  S.W. 


Company  News. 

Electrolytic  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd. — It  has  been  resolved  to 
voluntarily  wind  up  this  company,  whose  accounts  for  the- 
past  year  showed  a  debit  balance  of  11,894/. 

German  Chemical  Dividends. — The  following  dividends 
are  announced  for  1912,  the  figures  in  parentheses  being 
those  for  1911 :  Chemisette  Fabrik  J.  D.  Riedel,  12  per  cent. 
(12)  ;  Chemischo  Fabrik  von  Heyden,  14  per  cent.  (12)  -r 
Aktiengesellschaft  Schering,  13  per  cent.  (12) ;  Meister, 
Lucius  &  Briining,  30  per  cent  (27) ;  Bayer  Co.,  Ltd.,  25  per 
cent.  (25)  ;  Aktiengesellschaft  fur  Anilin-Fabrikation,  20  per 
cent.  (20) ;  Badische  Anilin-  und  Soda-Fabrik,  25  per  cent. 
(25) :  and  Vereinigste  Glanzstoff  Fabriken,  36  per  cent.  (36). 
The  United  Chemical-works,  Mannheim,  made  a  net  profit 
of  1,761,078m.  in  1912,  against  1,768,197m.  in  1911.  The  divi- 
dend is  20  per  cent.  The  report  mentions  the  keen  inter- 
national competition  in  soda-ash.  which  resulted_  in  prices 
last  year  being  cut  by  1m.  per  100  kilos.,  this  bringing  the- 
nrice  to  a  lower  level  than  any  touched  during  the  past 
twentv  years.  Although  no  improvement  in  soda  prices  is 
oossible  this  year,  a  number  of  other  products  have  been 
advanced  to  bring  them  on  a  parity  with  the  increased 
producing  costs. 
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BIRTHS. 


Aitken. — At  Palmerston  North,  New  Zealand,  on 
April  4,  the  wife  of  James  B.  Aitken,  chemist  and  druggist 
(G.B.  and  N.Z.),  of  a  daughter. 

Dunning. — At  Killenaule,  co.  Tipperary,  on  April  6, 
the  wife  of  P.  J.  Dunning,  Ph.C,  of  a  son. 

Lennox.— At  Glasgow,  on  March  30,  the  wife  of  James 
Lennox,  pharmacist,  of  a  daughter. 

Levis. — At  3  Terenure  Road,  Dublin,  on  March  27,  the 
wife  of  R.  E.  Levis,  Ph.C,  of  a  son. 


MARRIAGES. 


Babb— Hignett.—  At  Smith's  Falls,  Ontario,  James 
Finnimore,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  J.  Babb,  Ph.C,  12  Grosvenor 
Road,  Gunnersbury,  W.  (late  of  Wimbledon),  to  Annie, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Hignett,  Smith's  Falls. 

Howe — Thompson. — At  Ramsay,  Hunts,  on  March  27, 
Oliver  George  Howe,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street, 
Ramsey,  to  Annie  May  Thompson,  widow  of  Mr.  Henry 
Thompson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bow. 
,  Russell — Sibbald. — At  Cameron  Place,  Gilmerton, 
Midlothian,  on  April  2,  by  the  Rev.  James  Christie, 
D.D.,  William  Russell,  chemist  and  druggist,  Edinburgh, 
to  Johan  Blair,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  P.  Sibbald, 
Gilmerton. 

Slinn— Sykes.— At  the  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Rhyl, 
last  week,  by  the  Rev.  D.  R.  Evans,  Albert  Edward 
Slinn,  chemist  and  druggist,  33  Wellington  Road,  Rhyl, 
to  Anne  Elizabeth  Sykes,  High  Street,  Rhyl. 

Sweetman  —  Bishop.— At  St.  Lawrence's  Parish 
Church,  Ludlow,  recently,  by  the  Rev.  A.  E.  Lloyd 
Kenyon,  Rector,  Robert  Valentine  Sweetman,  Ph.C, 
The  Cross,  Ludlow,  Salop,  to  Margaret  Mary,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Councillor  John  Bishop,  The 
Narrows,  Ludlow. 


DEATHS. 

Brucker. — At  his  residence  in  Passaic,  New  Jersey, 
on  March  23,  Mr.  Carl  Brucker,  of  Messrs.  Fritzsche 
Brothers,  New  iork,  aged  fifty-four. 

Bushby. — At  308  Upper  Brook  Street,  Manchester,  on 
April  3,  Mr.  Thomas  Bushby,  Ph.C,  aged  seventy-four. 

Child.— At  8  Oakdale  Road,  Waterloo,  Liverpool,  on 
April  6,  Mr.  Fred  W.  Child,  senior  representative  of  the 
Icilma  Co.,  Ltd.,  aged  forty-eight.  Mr.  Child  had  been  per- 
fectly well  until  a  week  before  his  death,  and  was  attend- 
ing to  business  as  usual,  when  he  had  to  take  to  his 
■bed  owing  to  the  bursting  of  a  small  blood-vessel  on  the 
brain,  to  the  effects  of  which  he  succumbed  after  a  few 
days'  illness.  He  was  one  of  the  best-known  drug-trade 
travellers  in  the  northern  counties  of  England,  end  had 
been  on  the  staff  of  the  Vinolia  Co.  before  he  went 
to  the  Icilma  Co.  He  was  an  able  man  with  a 
strong  personality,  and  his  relations  with  his  customers 
were  most  cordial.  His  death  is  much  regretted  by  a 
large  circle  of  business  friends.  He  is  survived  by  Mrs. 
Child  and  their  children. 

Da  vies.— At  4  Ernald  Place,  Swansea,  on  April  6,  Mr. 
David  J.  Davies,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty-orre. 

Huggins.— At  12  Burnbank  Gardens,  Glasgow,  on 
April  6,  Mr.  William  Henry  Huggins,  chemist  and  druggist, 
6  and  8  Wellington  Arcade,  who  was  in  business  before 
August  1,  1868. 

Jaap  — At  23  Oakfield  Terrace,  Hillhead.  Glasgow,  on 
April  5,  Jeseie  Lee  Napier,  widow  of  John  Jaap,  chemist, 
-Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow. 

Johns.— At  184  High  Street,  Southampton,  on  April  4, 
Mr.  John  Jsffery  Johns,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
seventy-mne.  Mr.  Johns's  health  had  not  been  good  for 
some  considerable  time,  but  he  was  able  to  attend  to  busi- 


ness matters  up  to  a  short  time  before  his  death,  and  all 
who  knew  Mr.  Johns  will  have  noted  how  he  retained  his 
genial  bonhomie,  although  it  was  apparent  that  a  heavy 
hand  lay  upon  him.  He  was  a  native  of  Cornwall,  and 
went  to  Southampton  and  opened  a  business  in  the  High 
Street  fifty-eight  years  ago,  having  acquired  the  business 
of  the  late  Sir  Richard  Farrant,  of  Rowton  House  fame. 
He  was  also  interested  in  several  other  local  businesses 
and  Southampton  enterprises,  and  at  one  time  was  a 
member  of  the  Corporation.  He  was  a  widower,  his  wife 
having  predeceased  him  a  little  under  a  year.  The  funeral 
took  place  on  Tuesday,  April  8,  and  there  was  a  large 
attendance  at  the  Southampton  Cemetery.  The  principal 
mourners  included  his  sons,  Mr.  H.  B.  J.  Johns,  Ph.C. 
(who  has  long  been  associated  with  the  business  as  manager 
of  the  pharmacy  Above  Bar),  Dr.  J.  F.  Johns  and  Dr. 
F.  A.  Johns.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  W.  Bates 
(President  Southampton  and  District  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation), W.  Martin  (Vice-President),  and  F.  B.  Wride 
(Hon.  Secretary).    Other  chemists  also  attended. 

Kidd. — At  Lucknow,  India,  on  March  16,  Mr.  William 
Champley  Kidd,  Ph.C,  about  sixty  years  of  age.  The 
cause  of  death  was  apoplexy.  Mr.  Kidd  had  not  been 
feeling  well  for  some  time  before  his  death,  and  he  and 
Mrs.  Kidd  had  decided  to  come  home  by  s.s.  Sparta, 
which  sails  from  Bombay  on  May  17.  On  the  evening  of 
March  10  he  went  to  bed  quite  cheerful,  saying  that  he 
had  felt  much  better  that  day,  but  about  midnight  he  had 
the  seizure,  and  he  died  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Mr. 
Kidd  was  a  native  of  Maldon,  Yorkshire,  and  there  he 
served  his  apprenticeship.  He  passed  the  Minor  examina- 
tion in  October  1875  and  the  Major  a  year  later.  He  went 
out  to  India,  after  London  experience,  as  an  assistant  to 
Messrs.  Peake,  Allen  &  Co.,  Lucknow,  and  in  the  'nineties 
started  in  business  for  himself  in  that  city.  He  was  a 
much  esteemed  man.  Mrs.  Kidd  survives  him,  and  tnerr 
son  (now  at  Oxford  University)  and  two  daughters. 

Palmer. — At  Penzance,  on  March  25,  Mr.  Charles 
Ernest  Palmer,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-one. 

Parsons. — At  The  Woodlands,  54  Copers  Cope  Road, 
Beckenham,  on  April  7,  suddenly,  Mr.  William  Parsons, 
chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Westcombe  Park,  aged 
eeventy-one.  Mr.  Parsons  passed  the  Modified  examina- 
tion in  1868. 

Reinhardt. — At  Grove  House,  St.  George's  Terrace, 
Leeds,  ore  April  8,  Mr.  Johann  Christian  Reinhardt,  eldest 
son  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  C.  Reinhardt,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  sixty-five.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  formerly  a 
partner  in  the  pharmacy  which  was  established  in  Leeds 
in  1774. 

Thomas.' — At  Newcastle  Emlyn,  on  March  28,  after  a. 
severe  illness,  Mr.  James  Thomas,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  Newcastle  Emlyn,  aged  fifty-six. 

Watts. — At  15  Constitution  Hill,  Luton,  Kent,  on 
April  1,  Mr.  Henry  Watts,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
eighty-eight.  Mr.  Watts,  who  was  a  native  of  Maidstone, 
commenced  business  when  a  young  man  at  260  High 
Street,  Chatham.  He  subsequently  removed  to  premises 
in  Hamond  Place,  now  occupied  by  Messrs.  H.  Cook  & 
Co.,  chemists.  He  retired  some  sixteen  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Watts  survives  him. 


Turkish  Liquorice  Industry. — There  are  stated  to  bd 
vast  regions  in  the  valleys  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates  pro- 
lific in  liquorice-root,  but  at  present  unexploited  on  account 
of  lack  of  communication. 

G.  <Se  D.  Shops  Act  Notice. — An  inspector  of  shops  under 
one  of  the  County  Councils,  writing  in  regard  to  the  notice- 
card  which  we  publish  for  exhibition  by  chemists  during- 
closing  hours  on  the  half-holiday,  says:  "The  notice  seems 
to  be  as  little  objectionable  to  the  shopkeeper  as  it  can  be 
made."    We  supp'y  a  pair  of  the  notices  for  8d.,  post  free. 

Manketti  Nuts.— A  trial  shipment  of  200  cwt.  Manketti 
nuts  was  made  last  year  to  Europe  from  German  South- 
West  Africa,  with  a  view  to  testing  their  commercial  value. 
Thi;  was  done  by  several  German  firms,  one  of  whom 
extracted  29  per  cent,  of  oil.  Samples  of  the  nuts,  analysis, 
and  other  particulars  may  be  seen  at  the  Commercial  In- 
telligence Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73  Basinghall 
Street,  London,  E.C. 
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National  Health  Insurance. 

Administration  of  Medical  Benefit  as  regards 
Chemists'  Znterests. 


"C.  &  D."  Prescription  Pricing  Table. 

On  and  after  Tuesday,  April  15,  Insurance  prescriptions 
have  to  be  priced  by  chemists  on  the  revised  drug-tariff 
basis.  This  includes  the  apothecaries'  ounce  of  480  grains 
for  solids  instead  of  437|  grains,  which  ceases  to  be  recog- 
nised on  April  15.  Accordingly  the  weight  columns  in 
our  pricing  table  become  obsolete,  and  we  have  removed 
them  and  inserted  columns  for  other  quantities,  which 
enhance  the  usefulness  of  the  table.  This  is  printed  on 
the  opposite  page.  The  calculations  have  all  been  checked 
by  computation-machine  to  the  last  place  of  decimals,  and 
the  prices  in  the  table  are  given  to  the  farthings  or  half- 
pennies nearest  to  the  decimal  figures.  Farthing  prices 
are  printed  in  blacker  type.  We  find  that  the  ruling  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on  Insurance  to 
take  farthings  down  is  not  obligatory,  and  it  remains  for 
chemists  in  each  area  to  arrange  this  matter  with  their 
Insurance  Committee  :  it  may  be  up  or  down.  We  find 
that  100  prescriptions,  priced,  according  to  the  new 
tariff,  21.  lis.  8-^d.,  contain  33  farthings,  representing 
1.2  per  cent,  less  if  taken  down  as  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee recommends.  The  new  table  will  be  supplied  in 
card  form  at  6d.  each,  by  post  Id.,  or  5s.  6c?.  per  dozen, 
post  free,  from  the  C.  &  D.  Office,  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 

Seamen  and  Fishermen. 

By  Section  1  of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  and  Fart  1 
of  the  First  Schedule,  employment  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act  so  far  as  it  relates  to  health  insurance,  includes 

"  Employment  under  any  contract  of  service  or  appren- 
ticeship, written  or  oral,  expressed  or  implied  "  [etc.],  as 
"  master  or  a  member  of  the  crew  of  any  ship  registered  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  or  of  any  other  British  ship  or  vessel 
of  which  the  owner,  or,  if  there  is  more  than  one  owner,  the 
managing  owner  or  manager,  resides  or  has  his  principal 
place  of  business  in  the  United  Kingdom." 

There  are  also  in  Section  48  special  provisions  as  to  the 
Mercantile  Marine,  including  the  following  : 

(4)  The  Board  of  Trade  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  cause  a  society  to  be  formed,  to  be 
called  the  Seamen's  National  Insurance  Society,  of  which 
any  masters,  seamen,  and  apprentices  to  the  sea  service 
and  the  sea-fishing  service  vrtio  are  employed  within  the 
meaning  of  this  Part  of  the  Act  shall  be  entitled  to  become 
members,  but'  nothing  in  this  section  shall  prevent  any  such 
person  joining  another  approved  society  instead  of  the 
society  so  formed. 

(5)  The  affairs  of  the  Seamen's  National  Insurance  Society 
shall  be  managed  by  a  committee  .  .  .  and  the  Society  shall, 
notwithstanding  anything  in  this  Part  of  the  Act,  become  an 
approved  society. 

(12)  Members'of  the  Seamen's  National  Insurance  Society 
shall  ...  be  deemed  to  reside  in  England,  and  the  medical 
benefit  and  sanatorium  benefit  of  such  members  shall  be 
administered  by  the  Society  instead  of  by  the  Insurance 
Committee  .  .  .  but  nothing  in  this  provision  shall  prevent 
the  Society  agreeing  with  Insurance  Committees  for  the 
administration  of  those  benefit's  by  the  Committees  in  rela- 
tion to  individual  members  of  the  Society. 
These  provisions  put  seafaring  men  somewhat  in  the 
position  of  im/perium  in  irwperio.  It  will  have  been  noticed 
from  reports  which  we  have  received  from  fishing  towns 
in  the  North  of  Scotland,  that  objection  is  made  to  the 
supply  by  medical  practitioners  of  medicines  to  fishermen 
under  this  scheme.  The  following  is  the  Seamen's 
iNational  Insurance  Society's  scale  of  medical  fees  : 

One  visit  and  medicine  for  two  days,  2s.  bd. 

Each  intermediate  visit  in  dangerous  cases  (including 
(medicine  if  required),  2s.  6d. 

One  attendance  at  surgery  and  medicine  for  two  days, 
Is.  bd. 

One  fresh  supply  of  medicine  for  two  days,  Is. 

Extras  per  visit  between  certain  hours,  special  reports, 
treatment  of  fractures,  dislocations,  minor  operations,  etc. 
In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  special 
order  has  been  made  by  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Joint   Committee  and  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners 


as  to  fishermen  remunerated  by  share.  The  order  sets- 
forth  that  employment  as  a  member  of  the  crew  of  a 
fishing  vessel  where  the  members  of  the  crew  are  re- 
munerated by  shares  in  the  profits  or  the  gross  earnings 
of  the  working  of  the  vessel,  and  are  entitled  to  receive 
a  share  in  those  profits  or  earnings  during  periods  of 
sickness  or  temporary  disablement,  in  accordance  with  any 
custom  or  practice  prevailing  at  the  commencement  of  the- 
Act  at  any  port  within  the  limits  of  the  ports  of 
Penzance  and  St.  Ives,  shall  not  be  employment  within  the 
meaning  of  Part  I.  of  the  Act.  At  a  meeting  of  the- 
Scottish  Fisheries  Association  held  in  Aberdeen  on 
April  5,  it  was  resolved  that  share  fishermen  ought  to  be 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  Act.  The  official 
pronouncement  is  timely  and  should  meet,  if  extended, 
the  objection  urged  by  chemists  in  the  North  to  the 
statutory  provisions  which  exclude  them  from  dispensing 
the  medicines  prescribed  for  seafaring  men. 

Points  in  Dispensing  Practice. 

Questions  and  answers  on  difficulties  of  interpretation. 

Half-drachm. — J.  W.  H.  (33/60). — Charge  3ss.  at  half  the 
drachm  rate  when  the  latter  exceeds  id. 

Mist.  Creosoti  is  an  emulsion,  and  bear6  an  extra  fee 
of  2d.  as  such.    Reply  to  67.  A.  (32/59). 

Unlisted  Plastehs. — B.  G.  (36/3). — Add  one-third  to  cost 
■plus  a  dispensing-fee  of  bd.  For  emp.  roborans,  12  by  12, 
the  charge  will  be  10id. 

Tablets. — B.  C.  (36/13). — The  dispensing-fee  for  twenty- 
five  tablets  is  5c?.,  while  the  charge  for  250  grains  of  ac. 
acetylsalicyl.  works  out  at  2.28<Z.  Accordingly,  charge- 
l^d.  for  twenty-five  10-grain  tablets  of  acetyl-salicylic  acid. 

Conteact  Agbeements. — W.  M.  B.  (27/27)  a6ks  when  a 
limited  company  has  more  than  one  shop  on  the  panel  in 
one  district,  is  it  necessary  to  send  in  a  separate  stamped 
agreement  for  each  shop,  or  is  one  agreement  suffioient  if 
giving  the  various  addresses?  [No,  one  only,  because  the 
agreement  is  between  the  company  and  the  Committee  for 
dispensing  at  the  shops  mentioned  in  the  agreement.] 

Peopeietaby  Peepaeations. — Provincial  (21/46). — When  you 
know  that  a  doctor  writes  as  a  prescription  the  ingredients 
of  a  speciality  which  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  dispensing 
himself,  and  which  you  cannot  produce  exactly  the  same  in 
appearance,  etc.,  as  the  manufacturers,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  you  using  the  speciality.  It  appears  from  what 
you  say  that  the  price  is  about  the  same  either  way,  and 
that  the  patient  know6  the  difference. 

Arrangements  foe  Dispensing. — IF.  N.  (25/61). — You  will 
find  in  the  C.  &  2>.,_  July  27,  1912,  an  article  by  Jay  Mack 
on  "  How  is  the  Dispensing  to  be  Done?  "  He  describes 
and  illustrates  therein  a  dispensing  department  for  a  work- 
ing-class business,  and  the  writer  has  recently  informed 
us  that  the  arrangement  is  working  admirably.  We  note 
that  you  have  a  dispensing  department,  so  that  the  structure 
described  may  not  be  necessary,  buE  you  will  get  hint's  that 
should  be  quite  as  useful  to  you  as  Mr.  Skinner's  article  has 
been. 

Dispensing  on  Sundays. — L.  R.  D.  (33/27). — Unless  there  is 
a  special  agreement  between  the  Insurance  Committee  and 
the  chemists  of  your  district,  there  is  nothing  in  the  form 
of  acceptance  to  supply  drugs  which  authorises  you  to  charge 
a  fee  for  dispensing  on  Sunday  or  any  other  time  not  being 
business  hours.  In  many  districts  arrangements  have  been 
made  between  representatives  of  chemists,  doctors,  and 
Insurance  Committees  for  the  hours  of  dispensing,  and  a 
fee  is  allowed  for  dispensing  outside  these  hours  when  the 
prescriptions  are  marked  "Urgent." 

Mile-limit. — Rustic  (263/34)  writes:  "An  Insurance  pre- 
scription for  Scott's  Emulsion  was  brought  me  outside  the 
mile-limit.  Could  I  supply  it,  although  it  was  brought  from 
a  village  where  a  doctor  and  chemist  were  living  ?  It  was 
not  in  stock  with  the  village _  chemist." — [Yes.  The  mile- 
limit  does  not  apply  to  chemists'  dispensing,  but  only  to 
doctors,  in  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  dispense  for  patients 
residing  that  distance  away  from  the  nearest  chemist. 
Accordingly  Insurance  prescriptions  may  be  dispensed  by 
any  chemist  on  the  panel  for  the  county  or  county  borough.] 

Hazeline  Snow. — G.  W.  G.  (18/32)  had  this  preparation 
to  dispense.  It  was  prescribed  on  a  pink  form.  He  asks  if 
it  is  likely  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Insurance  Committee. 
He  got  the  insured  person  to  pay  for  it,  promising  to  refund 
when  the  Committee  pays  him.  [We  can  adduce  no  reason 
or  rule  for  the  Committee  refusing  to  pay  for  the  prepara- 
tion. The  fact  that  it  is  used  in  the  toilet  does  not  exclude 
it  from  the  statutory  reference  to  drugs,  as  it  contains 
a  pharmacopoeia!  drug.  Our  correspondent's  arrangement 
with  the  insured  person  as  to  payment  is  a  breach  of  hi6 
contract  with  the  Insurance  Committee.] 
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Pricing-table  for  Insurance  Dispensing. 


Tariff 


Price  to  be  charged  for 
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0 
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01 

o 
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o 

Of 

0 
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o 

1 
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O 
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o 

11 
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Dispensing  Arrangements. 

Reports  of  Meetings  and  other  Proceedings. 

Blackpool. -At  the  meeting  of  the  Blackpool  and 
Fylde  Pharmacists'  Association  on  March  31,  Mr. 
D.  J.  Bailey  presiding,  it  was  decided  to  ask  the 
local  Insurance  Committee  to  allow  the  tariff  referred 
to  in  the  agreements  already  signed  be  the  revised 
tariff,  with  lgrf.  per  3  oz.  for  unpriced  infusions.  It  was 
also  agreed  that  the-  name  of  Mr.  John  Laurie  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Insurance  Committee  with  the  view  of  secur- 
ing his  appointment  as  an  extra  pharmaceutical  member 
thereof.  Councillor  J.  H.  Taylor  (St.  Anne's-on-Sea)  was 
elected  to  represent  the  Association  on  the  District  Com- 
mittee for  Area  No.  4. 

Bristol. —The  Insurance  Committee  on  April  7  was  in- 
formed by  a  member  that  an  insured  person  had  derived 
more  benefit  from  a  patent  medicine  than  from  what  the 
panel  doctor  had  prescribed.  The  question  arose,  Could 
the  patent  medicine  be  supplied  or  its  cost  met?  Dr. 
Mitchell  Clark  said  doctors  would  not  prescribe  patent 
medicines,  and  the  matter  ended  with  the  remark  that  the 
patient  should  speak  to  his  doctor. 

Bute.— Dr.  Currie,  of  the  Scottish  Insurance  Commission, 
visited  Rothesay  last  week  for  conferences  with  Bute  doctors 
and  chemists.  The  latter  wanted  better  terms,  and  he 
undertook  to  place  their  views  before  the  Commissioners. 

Caithness.  -  Mr.  D.  D.  Cairnie  presided  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Caithness  Pharmacists'  Association  held  at  Thurso  on 
April  2,  when  a  previous  resolution  was  confirmed  not  to 
continue  Insurance  dispensing  unless  the  prices  are  im- 
proved. At  the  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  in 
Wick  on  April  5,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  meet 
the  chemists,  with  a  view  to  coming  to  an  agreement  oh 
the  basis  of  certain  concessions.  The  chemists  want  a  dis- 
pensing-fee of  Ad.  for  each  prescription,  a  fee  of  bd.  for 
packing  and  carriage  of  medicines  that  have  to  be  delivered 
to  insured  persons,  and  an  out-of-hours  dispensing-fee  of  bd. 
to  Is. 

Cheshire.  —  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Medical  Benefit 
Sub-Committee  it  was  intimated  that  the  chemists  had 
informed  the  Insurance  Committee  that  they  would  only 
extend  the  contracts  on  the  new  tariff  basis  and  on  condition 
that  prescriptions  for  "repeats"  should  be  written_  out  in 
full  and  Id.  be  allowed  for  copying  each  prescription  if  a 
duplicate  is  not  provided.  These  and  other  matters  were 
to  be  considered  by  the  District  and  County  Medical  Com- 
mittees. 

Coventry.  —All  the  panel  chemists  have  renewed  their 
contracts  for  dispensing. 

Cumberland.  —At  Carlisle  on  April  7  a  Sub-Committee 
of  the  County  Insurance  Committee  received  a  deputation 
from  the  Cumberland  Pharmacists'  Association,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Bennett,  Cowper,  McVitie,  Ridley,  and  Townley, 
with  the  following  results :  (1)  Acceptance  of  revised  tariff, 
including  payment  by  Insurance  Committee  for  bottles  con- 
taining scheduled  poisons ;  (2)  infusions  marked  thus  (*)  on 
the  drug  tariff  to  be  charged  l^d.  for  3  oz.  or  part  thereof ; 
(3)  farthings  up  and  not  down;  (4)  up  to  10  per  cent,  of 
unexpended  drug  fund  to  be  divided  pro  rata  on  chemists' 
accounts  on  same  conditions  as  in  the  Scottish  Commis- 
sioners' letter  dated  March  29 ;  (5)  the  penny  fee  for  copy- 
ing prescriptions  was  referred  to  the  Medical  Committee ; 
(6)  late  fee  of  bd.  granted  on  all  prescriptions  marked 
"Urgent,"  with  hour  and  date  when  written  and  dispensed 
after  8.30  p.m.,  or  when  shop  is  closed,  whichever  is  the 
latest ;  (7)  gamgee  tissue  to  be  added  to  the  list ;  (8)  the 
Committee  protested  strongly  that  the  opening  hours  on 
Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays  had  been  changed,  and  in 
future  no  alteration  must  be  made  without  their  consent. 

Dorset  County.— The  Clerk  to  the  Insurance  Committee 
has  addressed  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Cussons,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
County  Pharmacists'  Association,  a  letter  asking  for  a  list 
of  the  places  that  the  Association  considers  ought  not  to 
be  treated  as  situate  in  a  rural  area  for  the  purposes  of 
dispensing.  The  letter  also  calls  attention  to  the  difficulty 
experienced  by  some  insured  persons  in  getting  prescrip- 
tions dispensed  on  half -holidays.  Insured  persons  have 
sent  to  the  chemist  and  have  been  unable  to  get  the  medi- 
cines until  the  evening  or  early  next  day.  The  Clerk  hopes 
better  arrangements  will  be  made. 

Edinburgh  —At  a  meeting  of  the  Burgh  Insurance  Com- 
mittee on  April  2  it  was  agreed  to  accept  the  chemists' 
supplement  to  the  drug  tariff,  including  increased  price6 
for  abo'it  fifty  of  the  items,  including  those  left  blank  in 
the  tariff,  and  to  pay  to  the  chemists  pro  rata  and  retro- 
spectively anv  unexpended  balance  in  the  drug  fund  at  the 
end  of  the  first'  year. 


Flfeshire.— Mr.  James  Bisset  (President)  again  took  the 
chair  at  the  adjourned  meeting  held  at  Kirkcaldy  on  April  2. 
It  may  be  recalled  that  on  March  26  the  members  decided 
not  to  sign  fresh  agreements  until  the  Pharmaceutical  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Insurance  (Scotland)  had  come  to  some 
arrangement  on  the  matter.  The  Chairman  called  upon 
Mr.  David  Gilmour,  who  had  attended  the  Edinburgh  meet- 
ing on  March  31,  to  report.  This  Mr.  Gilmour  did,  inform- 
ing the  members  in  regard  to  details  which  had  not  appeared 
in  the  Press.  His  statement  was  supplemented  by  Messrs. 
Buchanan  (Leven),  Yule  (Cowdenbeath),  Fisher  and  Robert- 
son (Dunfermline),  McLaren  and  Stewart  (Kirkcaldy),  and 
others.  Ultimately  Mr.  Yule  moved  that  members  mean- 
while sign  on  again  under  formal  protest.  He  further 
suggested  the  need  of  federation  among  panel  chemists- 
throughout  Scotland  to  continue  the  fight,  but  discussion  on 
this  was  postponed  until  a  future  meeting.  Forms  for- 
rendering  accounts  were  submitted  by  the  local  Insurance 
Committee.  These  require  the  grading  of  prescriptions  from 
pd.  up  to  Is.,  and  as  this  wou'd  involve  further  clerical  work 
there  was  some  protest,  but  ultimately  the  forms  were- 
agreed  to. 

Glasgow.— Mr.  J.  H.  Hart  (Chairman)  and  other  officers- 
of  the  Glasgow  Pharmaceutical  Committee  on  Insurance- 
have  communicated  a  "declaration"  to  the  local  Press- 
disclaiming  (1)  that  the  drugs  supplied  are  not  of  standard 
quality;  (2)  that  none  of  the  better-class  chemists  are  on 
the  panel ;  (3)  that  panel  chemists  discriminate  between 
insured  and  non-insured  customers;  and  stating  (4)  that  legal 
proceedings  will  be  taken  against  those  who  originate,  repeat, 
or  report  unfounded  charges  against  chemists  in  respect  to 
these  matters. 

Greenock.— Mr.  T.  Lowrie  Sinclair  (Secretary  of  the- 
Greenock  Chemists'  Association)  writes  on  its  behalf  strongly 
protesting  against  the  proposals  as  to  the  working  of 
Insurance  dispensing  which  have  been  circulated  by  the 
Glasgow  Pharmaceutical  Committee.  A  passage  particu- 
larly objected  to  is  that  in  which  reference  is  made  to  the- 
English  chemists'  gain  and  the  Scottish  chemists'  loss.  The 
Greenock  Association  proposed  in  a  circular  letter  to  Scot- 
tish chemists:  "That  the  remuneration  for  the  supply  of 
drugs  and  appliances  under  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Act  should  in  equity  be  approximate  to  that  which  free 
and  open  competition  has  established  in  ordinary  trading." 
They  consider  that  such  a  resolution  is  very  necessary  at 
this  time. 

Lewes.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  East  Sussex  Association  of 
Pharmacists  on  March  26,  Mr.  E.  H.  Farr  pres'ding,  the 
new  tariff  was  considered  and  altered  in  some  respects  for 
submission  to  the  County  Insurance  Committee.  It  was- 
decided  to  ask  chemists  on  the  panel  to  subscribe  2s.  bd. 
per  shop  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on 
Insurance.  It  was  agreed  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Insurance  Committee  to  the  fact  that  6ome  doctors  are- 
recommending  insured  persons  to  go  to  certain  chemists. 

Liverpool. -The  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  on 
Insurance  have  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  local  Insur- 
ance Committee  a  letter  in  reply  to  their  protest  against 
Liverpool  chemists  being  compelled  to  "  sign  on "  for 
another  period  before  some  guarantee  of  payment  for  work 
already  done  is  forthcoming.  The  Insurance  Committee 
say  they  are  desirous  of  doing  all  they  can  to  rceet 
the  chemists'  wishes  in'  the  matter,  and  will  forward  the 
protest  to  the  Commissioners,  for  whom  they  act  as  inter- 
mediaries. The  Bootle  Insurance  Committee  have  been 
advertising  locally  for  persons  who  have  "  some  experience 
in  pharmacy "  for  evening  work  in  checking  and  pricing 
prescriptions.  The  clerk6  of  the  Liverpool  wholesale  houses 
are  eagerly  awaiting  the  advertisements  of  the  Liverpool 
Insurance  Committee,  who  intend  working  on  the  same 
lines. 

London.— The  Insurance  Committee  at  last  week's  meet- 
ing completed  the  arrangements  for  the  renewal  of  dis- 
pensing agreements  with  chemists  on  the  panel.  The  new 
drug  tariff  is  the  basis,  subject  to  agreement  with  panel 
doctors  and  the  Committee  in  regard  to  triplicate  prescrip- 
tions, bottles,  and  copving-fees.  The  Committee's  Pharma- 
copoeia has  been  issued. 

Manchester.  -It  appears  from  an  article  in  the  "Daily 
Dispatch  "  that  Mr.  Walter  Davies  (Chairman  of  the  Man- 
chester Insurance  Committee)  has  assured  panel  doctors 
(261  for  2^0.000  insured  persons  in  the  area)  tb.'t  thev  will 
bp  caid  the  2s.  bd.  per  visit  agreed  upon.  The  doctors 
have  signed  on  for  another  quarter. 

Middlesbrough.- As  the  result  of  a  conference  between 
representatives  of  chemists,  doctors,  and  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee, certain  matters  which  chemists  complained  of  have 
been  satisfactorily  adjusted: 
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Middlesex.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Insurance  Com- 
mittee held  on  April  7,  it  was  reported  that  445  of  the  520 
panel  doctors  have  renewed  their  agreements,  and  305 
chemists  out  of  347.  It  was  reported  that  there  is  still  diffi- 
culty in  the  West  district  of  giving  a  full  service  of  doctors 
to  all  insured  persons,  as  the  Committee  have  failed  to  get 
the  doctors  there  to  join  the  panel.  Of  the  313,809  insured 
persons  in  Middlesex,  95,658  had  not  selected  their  doctors. 

Newcastle-oa-ryne.— The  doctors  are  not  to  get  boxes 
of  dressings,  etc.,  until  the  Insurance  Committee  sees  how 
the  first  quarter's  chemists'  accounts  leave  the  funds. 

Northampton. -Mr.  F.  C.  Ashford  (Vice-President)  pre- 
sided over  a  meeting  of  twelve  of  the  members  of  the 
Northampton  Chemists'  Association  on  April  1.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Steel  and  Mr,  Bertram  Guillaume  were  elected  members. 
It  was  agreed  that  members  should  subscribe  2s.  bd.  each 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on  Insurance. 
The  Secretary  (Mr.  Rolfe)  produced  a  comparison  between 
the  old  and  new  Insurance  drug  tariff,  and  it  was  agreed  to 
adopt  the  new  one,  to  inform  the  Insurance  Committee  of 
the  "fact,  and  at  the  same  time  to  point  out  that  chemists, 
under  the  old  tariff,  were  supplying  cod-liver  oil  at  cost 
price  owing  to  the  rapid  rise  in  price.  The  members  then 
proceeded  to  discuss  Insurance  dispensing  topics. 

Norwich.  — The  Insurance  Committee  having  authorised 
payment  of  446/.  12s.  bd.  to  the  Norwich  Medical  Institute 
for  medicines,  etc.,  Mr.  Lacey  submitted  that  chemists  also 
should  bo  paid  something  on  account,  which  has  since  been 
agreed  to  (see  below). — Mr.  Percy  Robinson  presided  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Norwich  Pharmaceutical  Association  on 
April  2,  twenty-one  other  members  being  present.  The 
Secretary  (Mr.  W.  J.  Lacey)  reported  that  Mr.  Maynard 
(Wymondham)  had  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Norfolk 
Insurance  Committee  in  place  of  Mr.  B.  G.  W.  Hoare, 
resigned.  The  new  drug  tariff  was  discussed  and  adopted. 
The  Secretary  reported  that  75  per  cent,  of  the  chemists' 
and  doctors'  accounts  up  to  April  14  are  to  be  paid  if  the 
Commissioners  agree.  The  manner  of  checking  and  render- 
ing accounts  was  also  dealt  with,  as  well  as  letters  from 
Cardiff  and  Glasgow  re  profitless  patents. 

Perth.— A  deputation  from  the  Perthshire  Pharmacists' 
Association  had  an  interview  with  the  County  Insurance 
Committee  on  March  28  in  regard  to  better  terms  for  dis- 
pensing. The  Chairman  expressed  entire  sympathy  with 
the  demands,  and  gave  his  assurance  that  they  would  be 
submitted  to  the  Insurance  Commissioners.  The  same  depu- 
tation waited  on  the  Burgh  of  Perth  Insurance  Committee 
about  the  same  matter.  After  an  exchange  of  views,  the 
Chairman  intimated  that  the  Committee  were  prepared  to 
recommend  the  Insurance  Commissioners  to  hand  over  to 
the  panel  chemists  of  Perth  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  sum 
equal  to  Is.  5d.  per  capita  of  insured  persons,  leaving  the 
remainder  as  a  credit  balance  for  the  following  year.  These 
results  were  reported  to  the  Association  on  Friday,  April  4, 
and  after  much  adverse  criticism  it  was  resolved  to  sign 
agreements  for  nine  months,  with  a  protest  against  the 
unremuncrative  terms,  a  demand  for  revision  of  prices  and 
disDensing-fees,  and  a  repeal  of  the  one-mile  limit  at  the 
earliest  date  possible. 

Plymouth.— Mr  A.  J.  Ancliffe  presided  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Plymouth  and  Devonport  Insurance  Organisation  Com- 
mittee on  April  1,  when  the  ordering  of  proprietary  drugs 
was  the  special  subject.  A  circular  had  been  sent  by  a 
Plymouth  panel  doctor  to  others  on  the  panel,  suggesting 
their  ordering  a  special  series  of  proprietary  preparations, 
and  at  the  same  time  mentioning  a  special  chemist  who 
could  supply  the  drugs.  This  was  considered  by  all  present 
to  be  a  gross  injustice  to  other  chemists  on  the  panel,  and  it 
was  agreed  to  write  to  the  Insurance  Committee,  pointing 
out  that  if  such  proprietary  drugs  are  allowed  to  be  ordered, 
chemists  should  have  something  to  say  regarding  the  dis- 
counting of  their  accounts.  A  deputation  will  be  appointed 
if  necessary.  It  was  agreed  to  advise  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioners that  the  heading  of  the  prescription-forms  should 
read  :  "  This  prescription  may  be  taken  to  any  chemist  on 
the  panel." 

Ross-shire.— The  Pharmacists'  Association  has  submitted 
to  the  county  Insurance  Committee  a  locally  revised  tariff 
as  the  basis  of  a  new  agreement.  It  includes  provision  for 
postal  delivery. 

Scotland  -Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  (Secretary  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee,  Scotland)  states  that  the 
Committee  recommend  all  pharmacists  who  have  their  names 
on  more  than  one  nanel  to  continue  the  existing  arrange- 
ments till  the  end  of  the  remaining  nine  months  of  the  first 
medical  year.  He  adds  that  the  extension  agreement  issued 
by  Insurance  Committees  requires  no  stamrj ;  therefore,  no 
expanse  is  incurred,  and  the  Committee  think  there  may 
be  some  advantage  by  allowing  existing  arrangements  to 


6tand  as  they  are.  The  Committee  have  issued  a  copy 
of  the  supplement  to  the  drug  tariff  to  every  person,  firm, 
and  body  corporate  on  the  panels  in  Scotland. 

Sheffield.-Local  chemists  are  still  conferring  with  the 
Insurance  and  Medical  Committees  in  regard  to  the'  new 
contracts.  With  the  Insurance  Committee  negotiations  have 
proceeded  very  smoothly ;  but  the  doctors  are  still  raising  a 
difficulty  about  the  triplicate  prescriptions,  and  the  chemiste 
are  taking  a  firm  stand  on  that  point. 

Stoke-on-Trent.— As  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee refused  to  check  the  prescription-forms  unless  the 
forms  for  the  whole  quarter  were  sent,  the  Clerk  has  made 
provisional  arrangements  with  the  lady  dispenser  and  clerk 
employed  by  the  North  Staffs  Infirmary,  and  he  estimates 
that  the  cost  will  bo  very  considerably  cheaper— viz.,  24s. 
per  ten  thousand  forms,  as  against  5/.  charged  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Standing  Committee.  The  arrangement  was 
approved. 

Sutherlandshire.—  Doctors  working  under  the  rural 
area  regulation  having  insisted  on  being  paid  for  drugs 
on  the  capitation  basis,  the  Insurance  Committee  wrote  to 
the  Commissioners  about  the  matter,  and  have  been  informed 
that  under  Section  30  (1)  of  the  Regulations  it  is  entirely 
in  the  option  of  the  Insurance  Committee  to  pay  practitioners 
on  a  capitation  basis  for  the  drugs  supplied,  or  to  require 
them  to  furnish  accounts  in  the  same  way  as  chemists.  The 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Insurance  Committee  has  therefore 
decided  to  recommend  to  the  latter  that  doctors  in  the  out- 
lying parishes  (where  there  are  no  chemists)  undertaking  to 
supply  drugs  to  insured  persons  be  paid  at  a  capitation  rate 
of  Is.  bd. ;  but  that  in  the  parishes  of  Kildonan,  Loth,  Clyne, 
Bogart,  and  Dornoch  drugs  can  be  conveniently  supplied  by 
chemists  on  the  panel. 

Notes. 

The  question  of  holiday  makers  and  others  away  from 
home  has  been  considered  by  the  Commissioners,  and  it  is 
stated  that  they  regard  the  obligation  on  a  given  panel 
doctor  under  the  capitation  system  to  attend  these,  as 
balanced  by  the  relief  to  him  when  persons  whom  he  has 
contracted  to  attend  are  taken  ill  away  from  his  area.  There 
is  no  fund  on  which  to  draw  for  any  further  payment. 

The  Legal  Committee  of  Paddington  Guardians  are  to 
make  application  to  the  Insurance  Committee  to  sanction 
the  dispenser  of  the  workhouse  and  infirmary  being  placed 
upon  the  panel  of  chemists  in  respect  of  the  insured  resident 
officers  at  the  workhouse  and  infirmary.  The  fees  and  prices 
payable  for  dispensing  and  for  medicines  are  to  be  kept 
by  the  dispenser  for  his  benefit,  subject  to  his  reimbursing 
to  the  Guardians  the  actual  cost  of  the  drugs,  etc.,  used 
by  him. 

Some  Insurance  Committees  are  having  special 
accountants  solely  for  the  purpose  of  checking  prescriptions ; 
others  are  delegating  the  matter  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  on  Insurance,  paying  5/.  per  10.000 
prescriptions.  In  many  cases  no  arrangements  for  proper 
checking  have  been  made,  and  probably  little  will  be  done 
if  the  drug  fund  of  Is.  bd.  per  capita  is  not  exceeded.  No 
doubt  eventually  all  Committees  will  make  suitable  arrange- 
ments for  auditing  each  item  on  a  prescription.  In  case  of 
dispute  the  matter  will  be  referred  first  of  all  to  the  local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

"  The  Prescribcrs'  Pharmaconneia  "  is  the  title  given  to 
a  compilation  by  Drs.  C.  W.  Hogart.  A.  H.  Gerrard,  W. 
Ellis  Morgan,  and  C.  H.  Pring  for  the  Medical  Committee  of 
the  County  of  London  Insurance  Committee.  Its  object  is 
to  enable  panel  doctors  to  prescribe  in  brief,  thus : 

Mist,  ammoniie  P.P  5vj. 

Sig.  :  5ss.  t.d.s. 
It  contains  formulas  for  about  forty  mixtures,  half  a  dozen 
lotions,  the  same  of  pills,  the  B.P.  Codex  things  that  are 
tariffed,  formulas  for  eight  ointments,  and  several  extras. 
It  is  published  at  Is.  by  the  joint  Committee  of  Henry 
Frowde  and  Hodder  &  Stoughton.  We  have  arranged  to 
supply  callers  with  the  "P.P"  at  Is.  a  copy,  and  to  send 
it  bv  post  for  Is.  Id.  Insurance  dispensers  in  London  will 
need  it. 


The  Title  of  Doctor. — The  "  British  Medical  Journal  " 
states  a  propos  of  tb»  use  of  the  title  "  Doctor  "  bv  licen- 
tiates of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Ireland,  that 
appended  to  the  by-laws  of  the  College  is  the  following 
resolution  :  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  and 
Fellows,  a  Fellow.  Member,  or  Licentiate  of  this  College 
may  by  courtesy  and  usage  call  himself  '  Doctor.'  b"t'  be 
has  no  right  to  use  the  letters  '  M.D.,'  or  call  himself 
'  Doctor  of  Medicine,'  unless  he  holds  that  degree  from  a 
university." 
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Pharmaceutical  Examinations. 

Edinburgh. 

AT  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  Scot- 
land held  in  Edinburgh  this  month  the  following  (we 
are  informed  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain)  passed  the  examinations  speci- 
fied : 

Majob  Examination. 
(For   registration  as  Pliarmaceutical  Chemists.) 
Ballantyne,  W.  M.,  Portobello    |  Fordyce,  Harry,  New  Deer 
Minor  Examination. 
(For  registration  as  Chemists  and  Druggists.) 


Aitken,  Chas.  S.,  Glasgow 
Beaty,  Tom   Wm.  J.,  Carlisle 
Cameron,  J.,  jun.,  Paisley 
Coulthart,  William,  Annan 
Cowie,  George,  Buckie 
Davidson,  William,  Edinburgh. 
Davison,  A.  S.,  Gosforth 
Dodsley,  Donald,  Birkenhead 
Drummond,  A.  W.,  FaMdrk 
Duerdin,  John  D.,  Bootlo 
Ewing,  Archibald,  Glasgow 
Ferrier,  Walter  M.,  Brechin 
Findlay,  Alexr.  S.,  Portknockie 
Gibson,  W.  J.,  Newcastle/ Tyne 
Hall,  Frank,  Sowerby  Bridge 
Hind,  Edward  B.,  Old  Shildon 
Hu'me,  Newman,  Liverpool 
Ingram,  James  S.,  Aberdeen 
Lindsay,  Norman  M.,  Peebles 
McClure,  George  S.,  Crieff 
MeHale,  John  E.,  Liverpool 
Mackay,  John  B.,  Invergordon 
McMillan,  EJizabeth  M.  J.,  Ayr 
Kowell,  James  H.,  Leigh-on-Sea 


Ord,  Henry,  Gosforth 
Orr,  John,  Lanark 
Pennington,  Cecil  R.,  Chester 
Reid,  R.,  Sandness,  Shetland 
Ryan,  Robert,  Penrith 
Silcock,  Herbert  J.,  Rocester 
Slater,  David  P.,  Easingwold 
Smith,  T.  A.,  Whiteness,  Shet- 
land 

Spence,  William,  Huntly 
Spence,  Wm.  S.,  Stromness 
Stokes,  R.,  Melton  Mowbray 
Stout,  John  A.,  Lerwick 
Sutherland,  G.,  Port  Bannatyne 
Teunion,  James,  Keith 
Thornton  H.  E.,  W.  Hartlepool 
Thow,  John  M.,  Carnoustie 
Walker,  James  M->  Aberdeen 
Walls,  John,  jun.,  Edinburgh 
Warrington,  Tom,  Leeds 
Watson,  David  T.,  Paisley 
Winchester,  R.  G.,  Buckie 
Winter,   William,  Birtley 
Wright,    William,  Banchory 


Me.  John  C.  Umnet,  F.C.S.  (President  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference),  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  held  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  on 
April  8,  when  it  was  reported  that  the  Practice  Section 
Sub-Committee  recommended  the  Executive  that  Mr.  H. 
Wippell  Gadd  should  be  asked  to  open  a  discussion  upon 
the  operation  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and 
that  arrangements  should  be  made  for  other  speakers  to 
discuss  the  subject  from  various  points  of  view.  This  was 
agreed  to.  The  Hon.  Local  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  J.  U.  Wool- 
cock)  submitted  the  draft  of  programme  for  the  London 
meeting,  which  is  provisionally  as  follows: 
July  21. — Reception  at  Guildhall. 

July  22. — Opening  meeting  a't  Holborn  Restaurant  at  10  a.m. 
Ladies'  Excursion  at  11.30  a.m.  Luncheon  at  Holborn  Restaurant 
«t  1.30  p.m.  Practice  Section  at  Holborn  Restaurant  at  2.30  p.m. 
Ladies'  Excursion  at  2.30  p.m.  Dinner  at  Holborn  Restaurant  at 
7.30  p.m. 

July  23. — Conference  session  at  Holborn  Restaurant  at  10  a.m. 
Ladies'  Excursion  at  1.30  p.m.  Luncheon  at  Holborn  Restaurant  at 
1.30  p.m.  Closing  Session  of  Conference  at  Holborn  Restaurant  at 
2.30  p.m.  Garden-party  at  Botanical  Gardens  (Conference  photo- 
graph to  be  taken)  at  4  p.m.  Smobing-coneert  at  Holborn  Restau- 
rant at  9  p.m. 

July  24. — Leave  Paddington  by  special  train  for  Windsor  to  view 
the  Oastle  if  possible  at  10.30  a.m.  Luncheon  at.  White  Bart  Hotel 
at  1.30  p.m.  Leave  Windsor  by  steam  launches  for  Bourne  End  (tea 
to  be  served  on  board)  at  3  p.m.  Special  train  Bourne  End  to  Pad- 
dington at  6.30  p.m. 

Mr.  Woolcock  and  the  local  Committee  fweife  cordially 
thanked.  The  President,  Hon.  General  Secretaries,  Messrs. 
E  F  Harrison,  C.  A.  Hill,  W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  and  E. 
Savillo  Peck  were  appointed  to  consider  the  list  of  officers 
for  i  1913-14,  and  delegates  were  appointed  for  the  Inter- 
national Congress  at  The  Hague.  The  following  seventy- 
two  members  were  elected : 

n,i,T'lt0VArnfi^'  Stockport;  H.  W.  Baker,  London;  J.  Balcombe, 
Cheltenham  ;  Miss  M.  I.  Bedell.  Carshalton;  O.  E.  Bennett,  London- 
1.  L.  Beverley,  London;  Miss  M.  Bolton,  Hull;  A.  B  Britton 
London;  Miss  E,  Bruce,  Leamington;  F.  Bullen,  Princetown ;' 
R.  A.  Ohoers,  London.;  Miss  H.  E.  C'laremont,  London;  J.  H.  Crane, 
London;  S  Dunstan,  Newcastle;  J.  M.  Edwards,  London;  W 
Eldred,  South  Rhodesia;  Miss  A.  Etheridge,  Barnsley ;  R.  Fouraere 
2£2t?n:T  •  £  FTa^  London;  G.  W.  Gibson.  London;  T.  S 
London,  H.  W.  Hammond,  London;  T.  Harper,  Belfast-  H  M 
Harvey,  London;  H.  H.  Hewitt,  London;  Miss  S  J  He v wood 
London;  E.  Hill  London;  A.  Howell,  London?  Professor  H 
Jackson,  London;  J.  James,  London;  A  H.  Jenkins  London  • 
Jones,  London  ;  J.  S.  Lindley,  London  ;  R.  W.  Lindsey  London'  F 
Malone-Barrett.  London:  H.  B.  K.  Marshall.  London:  H  Martin 
tSSS:        laS       Lt,a<JTn';  H-  Mi],er'  Cheltenham,  W  E  "ffi 

S°  Mii'-  W^Pl^0"'*  WV  B-  N<?,son-  Wealdsxone  J. 
^oble,  London;  H.  A.  Philips,  London;  W.  J.  I  Philp  London- 
W.  J.  Pmchen,  London;  W.  Potter,  London;  J.  W.  Rice,'  LondoS : 


W.  Roberts,  London;  L.  E.  Salter,  London  ;  A.  C.  Saxby,  Chelten- 
ham; W.  Shadiforth,  London;  J.  Small,  London;  B.  Smith,  London; 
VV.  K.  Somerton,  London;  H.  J.  Stephens,  London;  H.  W.  Stiles, 
Doncaster ;  F.  A.  Stooke,  Sanderstead ;  W.  A.  Storey,  London; 
J.  O.  Thomas,  London;  G.  A.  Tocher,  London;  A.  J.  Watson,  Tyne- 
mouth;  H.  S.  Watson,  London;  T.  Whales,  London;  W.  A. 
Whatmough,  London;  J.  F.  White,  Leeds;  Mrs.  Watson  Will, 
London;  J.  F.  Wilson,  London;  W.  H.  Windmill,  London. 


Postal  Address: 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  "  (two  words). 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  an?  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries  : 

38/39.    Electrargol :  supply. 
31/55.    "  Sulphol  "  :  suppliers. 
15/50.    Drucquer's  tooth-powder. 
38/40.    Munro's  feeders:  makers. 
20/34.    "  Rose  de  Filka  "  perfume. 
31/41.    "Anchor"  enemas:  makers. 
32/38.    "  Pagoda  "  toilet-rolls:  makers. 
36/21.    "  Kon-stips  "  :  address  of  makers. 
35/4.    Proctor's  "  Pergo  "  :  who  supplies? 
31/60.    "Maw's  Toxin"  for  dogs :  6upply. 
35/401.    "  Ci-oix  "  shampoo  liquid:  makers. 
33/70.    "W.  &  H.  Ideal  Ear-cap":  makers. 
32/24.    "Jones'  Digestive  Elixir":  makers. 
35/400.    Dr.  Jean's  dentifrice-water:  suppliers. 
31/43.    Wilder's  Harrogate  liver-tonic:  suppliers. 
36/56.    Comb  for  cleansing  hair-brushes:  supply. 
36/41.    "  Calisol  "  dental  paste:  makers  or  agents. 
31/59.    Vaughan's  "  Euymenthol "  pastilles:  makers. 
33/73.    "Udinal"  face-cream:  makers  or  London  agents. 
28/22.    Peppermint    lozenges,    flat,    marked    "  D.  D., 
London." 

37/73.    "Medico"    vibrators  and  "Water  Vibrators": 

who  supplies? 

32/56.    Address  of  Ed.  Beernoetts  Dry  Plate   Co.,  or 
London  agents. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  others  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 

Ag.mel,  24/29  '  Jell-O     ice-cream  powder, 

Am-or-ou  tonic,  9/38  33/6 
Anasarcin  tablets,  33/700       j  Lactose,  31/40 
"  Bardella  "  bandages,  31/57  '  Litmus  books,  31/20 


poison-guards, 
rnesia,  36/50 


Bartlett's 

34/42 
Bisurated  ma 
Bornyval,  34/4 
Carbolic  acid  (for  Turkey), 

24/46 
Carmel  soap,  35/6 
Chemical  glassware,  31/200 
Chemists'  Insurance  Society, 

31/42  _ 

Claxton's  ear-cans,  33/70 
"Cleopatra"  toilet  prepara- 
tions, 35/400 
Conf.  paramilla  c.  menthol., 

17/43 
Corundum,  32/28 
Coudray's  bandoline,  33/7 
Davol  Rubber  Co.'s  goods, 
31/72 

Permatone  cream,  35/25 
Emulsifying  machinery,  23/80 
Elaine  31/552 
Fluorescein,  32/230 
Gelatin_  cansule-filling 

machines,  29/39 
Glasscin©  labels,  35/62 
Ovrvsum.  32/23 
Hpmo-quinine.  31/46 
Jackel's  "Odelux,"  31/44 


Maubert's  "'Violette 

Modeste"  soap,  35/6 
Meloderma  soap,  26/55 
Nature's    herbal  remedies, 
35/5 

"  Nonalton  "  hair-wash,  28/23 
Paper  handkerchiefs,  35/19 
Paralax  tablets,  35/4 
Paratoxine,  31/440 
Pearson's  "  Asbrona,"  28/23 
Phenosalyl,  36/51 
Premier  hair-dye,  35/401 
Protone,  35/18 
Purdue's  fluid  sulphur,  36/6 
Quixol,  31/58 

Rackham's  dog-medicines, 
35/3 

Salrado  compound,  36/33 
"  Save  the  Horse  "  remedies, 

31/56 
Sorbefacin,  31/39 
Stiefel's     sublimate  soap, 

31/41 
Thyrocol,  31/55 
Traumatol,  31/551 
Vapo-naphthol,  32/23 
Wicker-covered  perfume 

bottles,  273/34 
Worm-capsules,  36/52 
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OBSERVATIONS   AND  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  New  Tariff 

marks  the  close  of  the  initial  period  of  the 
Insurance  Act;  "much  adverse  criticism,  but  general 
acceptance,"  would  express  fairly  the  attitude  of  the  trade 
towards  both  the  Act  and  the  tariff.  My  own  impression 
is  that  we  gain  little  or  nothing  from  the  revision  of  the 
latter,  for  it  is  more  than  likely  that  the  only  apparent 
substantial  gain — the  fee  for  copying — promised  by  it  'will 
work  out  at  very  much  less  than  has  been  supposed.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  the  action  of  those  Insurance  Committees 
which  have  tried  to  rush  pharmacists  into  an  unconsidered 
new  agreement  is  indecent,  and  one  cannot  wonder  at  the 
resentment  it  has  aroused  ;  where  there  is  so  much  room 
for  differences  of  opinion  ample  time  for  consideration 
ought  to  have  been  allowed.  It  is,  however,  satisfactory 
to  find  that,  as  regards  England  and  Wales  at  least,  the 
first  three  months'  working  of  the  Act  leaves  us  agreed 
as  to  its  substantial  justice  towards  us,  and  the  peremptori- 
ness  of  the  Committees  in  this  one  respect  may  be  only  a 
thoughtless  outbreak  of  that  "  insolence  of  office"  which 
irked  the  soul  of  Hamlet.  Lookers  on  are  said  to  see 
most  of  the  game,  and  the  fact  that  Irish  pharmacists 
are  prepared  to  welcome  Medical  Benefit  on  virtually  the 
same  lines  should  be  accepted  as  evidence  that  we  have 
been  fairly  dealt  with. 

Nemesis 

has  indeed  overtaken  the  wreckers  whose  lack  of 
vision  led  them  in  the  days  of  their  prosperity  to  forget 
their  duty  to  the  gods.  In  the  belief  that  the  tide  of 
prosperity  would  always  be  at  the  flood  they  wrecked 
the  old  Preliminary  examination,  and  by  this  one  act 
not  only  killed  the  goose  that  laid  golden  eggs,  but 
effectually  choked  off  the  possibility  of  getting  eggs  of 
any  kind  in  sufficient  numbers.  What  is  the  result  to- 
day? A  depleted  source  of  income,  a  dwindling  roll  of 
candidates  for  the  Qualifying  examination,  a  famine  of 
assistants  just  at  the  very  time  when  they  are  most  needed 
■ — the  critical  point  when  we  should  be  coming  into  our 
heritage  after  forty  weary  years  in  the  wilderness.  How 
the  grim  goddess  must  laugh  at  these  fools  of  mortals 
whose  short-sightedness  made  such  things  possible  !  Can 
we  retrieve  the  blunder  ?  Certainly  not  by  hastily  re- 
tracing our  steps,  for,  however  premature  was  the  upward 
move,  a  retrogression  is  not  possible  if  pharmacy  is  ever 
to  become  a  profession,  and  it  has  its  chance  now. 
Besides,  we  must  keep  faith  with  the  men  who  have 
entered  our  ranks  under  the  new  conditions.  What  then 
can  be  done  ?  Create  an  assistant's  qualification  and  take 
in  all  who  have  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  certificate,  or  who 
have  been  bond-fide  dispensers  for  a  term  of  years,  or 
perhaps  the  great  army  of  the  unqualified  who  are  even 
now  knocking  at  the  door?  One  dispenser  writes  to  "  The 
Lancet"  last  week  demanding  recognition;  are  we  to 
turn  a  deaf  ear  and  say,  "  We  cannot  recognise  you  "  ? 
The  outlook  is  very  black  indeed,  and  it  will  need  some- 
thing more  than  the  customary  display  of  irresolute  oppor- 
tunism to  clear  the  horizon.  Is  there  a  man  strong  enough 
to  give  a  lead  ? 

Mr.  Cowie's  Idea 

of  the  relative  values  of  a  "mil"  as 
defined  by  him  and  a  "  c.c."  may  be  perfectly  correct. 
No  one  would  take  the  trouble  to  deny  that  the  volume  of 
one  gram  of  water  at  4U  C.  differs  from  a  millilitre  of 
water  at  15.5°  C,  and  if  that  is  all  Mr.  Cowie  wants  by 
all  means  let  him  have  his  way.  But  is  this  what  he 
means?  According  to  Mr.  Cowie,  "the  contraction 
'c.c'  .  .  .  represents  the  volume  of  one  gramme  of  dis- 
tilled water  at  4°  C."  The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  how- 
ever, states  "  the  volume  of  one  gramme  of  distilled  water 
at  4°  C."  is  a  millilitre,  so  that  if  both  are  correct  one 
c.c.  i6  equal  to  one  mil.  Unfortunately  the  B.P.  also 
says  that  1  c.c.  =0.99984  millilitre,  which  is  the  opposite 
of  what  Mr.  Cowie  says,  but  the  very  thing  he  desires — 


viz.,  to  measure  accurately  at  the  normal  temperature — 
and  he  cannot  do  that  if  he  employs  the  millilitre. 
The  Discovery  of  Thallium 

fifty  years  ago,  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  "  Retrospect  "  of  March  29,  recalls  to  mind 
that  the  distinguished  discoverer  is  still  with  us.  At 
that  time  Mr.  Crookes,  now  Sir  William  Crookes,  O.M., 
was  some  thirty  years  old,  so  that  he  is  now  an  octo- 
genarian. It  is  not  often  that  any  man  lives  to  see  his 
words  quoted  and  his  work  referred  to  after  fifty  years, 
not  because  so  few  live  to  the  age  of  eighty,  but 
because  so  few  have  at  thirty  produced  original  work 
worth  quoting  after  such  a  length  of  time.  It  is  rather 
sad  to  reflect  that  of  the  three  men  who  took  part  in 
the  discussion  of  Crookes's  paper,  Miller,  Stenhouse,  and 
Williamson,  not  one  has  left  behind  him  any  distinctive 
memory.  They  will,  no  doubt,  be  found  in  the  "  Dictionary 
of  National  Biography,"  that  Valhalla  of  greatness  as  well 
as  mediocrity,  but  there  is  no  great  scientific  achieve- 
ment surrounding  them  like  a  halo,  though  in  their  day 
they  occupied  high  positions.  It  is  only  once  in  a 
century  that  a  man  like  Crookes  appears,  and  we  may 
to-day  congratulate  ourselves  that  not  only  has  his  work 
been  done  in  our  day,  but  that  the  Grand  Old  Man  of 
Science  is  still  with  us  to  receive  our  wishes  for  many 
years  more  of  a  peaceful  and  happy  retirement. 
Words 

of  pharmaceutical  or  medical  import  are  not  very 
numerous  in  the  new  double-section  of  the  "  Oxford  Dic- 
tionary," but  there  are  a  few  which  yield  matter  of 
considerable  interest.  Soda  is  one  of  these.  It  is  of 
unknown  origin.  The  alkali  was  originally  obtained  from 
salt-impregnated  plants,  especially  from  species  of  salsola, 
but  whether  there  is  any  connection  between  its  name  and 
that  of  the  species  does  not  appear.  "  Soda  "  first  occurs 
in  English  in  1558 ;  in  a  translation  of  an  alchemical 
treatise  a  hundred  years  later  it  is  referred  to  as  "  zoza 
(or  soda)."  The  name  sodium  is  due  to  Davy,  who  dis- 
covered the  metal  in  1807.  "  Soda  "  is  also  an  old  name 
(now  obsolete)  for  headache,  from  the  Arabic  sada,  to 
split,  and  for  heartburn,  in  which  sense  it  is  thought  to 
be  connected  with  "  seethe."  The  first  quotation  for  soda 
water  is  under  date  1802,  which  is  late.  Soap  occurs  first 
in  the  Saxon  Leechbook  (1000)  as  sape  ;  its  connection  with 
medicine  is  thus  seen  to  be  of  ancient  date.  It  is  curious 
that  an  earlier  date  than  1852  was  not  found  for  soap  lini- 
ment, and  that  among  medicated  soaps  the  old  jalap, 
antimonial,  and  croton  oil  soaps  are  not  mentioned ;  per- 
fumed soap  first  appears  in  1704,  but  must  be  much  older. 
Soapivort  (saponaria)  is  self-explanatory.  There  are 
several  interesting  plant-names  in  the  section.  Sorrel  is 
ultimately  from  the  Germanic  sur,  sour ;  the  old  name  of 
wood-sorrel  is  ivoodsower.  There  is  no  reference  to  the 
fact  that  this  plant  has  on  account  of  its  old  use  in  salads 
and  other  "country  messes"  been  claimed  with  some 
plausibility  as  the  true  Irish  shamrock.  Lobel  says  the 
Irish  used  to  eat  meadow  trefoil,  but  this  is  not  an  appe- 
tising dish,  and  Lyte  calls  wood  sorrel  "  sower  Trifoly  "  ; 
hence  the  suggestion.  Socotrine,  as  applied  to  aloes,  was 
formerly  spelled  cicotrine;  it  first  appears  in  1425.  The 
first  quotation  for  snowdrop  is  from  Boyle  (1664),  but  it 
appears  in  Johnson's  "Gerard"  (1633),  though  Gerard 
himself  calls  the  flower  the  bulbous  violet ;  it  is  not  a 
native  of  England.  Snow,  with  various  qualifying  words, 
was  once  a  name  for  the  white  oxide  of  antimony ;  it 
occurs  too  in  several  plant- names,  such  as  snow-in-harvest. 
Solomon's  Seal,  sorghum,  sorb,  sops-in-wine  (the  clove 
pink),  and  other  interesting  plant-names  are  also  dealt 
with  in  this  section.  Solazzi  is  the  name  of  an  Italian 
maker  of  liquorice  in  sticks ;  its  date  is  1861.  Snuff  first 
occurs  in  an  advertisement  of  one  James  Morcock,  snuff- 
maker,  in  1683.  "  Cephalick  Water,  or  Liquid  Snuff,"  fol- 
lows in  1709.  The  baby's  soother  doe6  not  appear  until 
1896  ! 
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SLUGS  IN  GARDENS. 

They  have  their  exits  and  their  entrances,  but  there 
is  no  entrance  when  Sanitas  Powder  is  used.  This 
is  a  fact  which  ail  retailers  should  take  note  of, 
and  tell  their  customers  when  they  want  a  house- 
hold disinfecting  powder  that  the  "Sanitas" 
preparation  serves  a  double  purpose  :  (1)  it  is  a 
reliable  deodorant  and  microbe-killer  for  use  in 
closets,  drain  openings,  and  the  like ;  (2)  to  keep  slugs 
out  of  the  garden  by  sprinkling  the  powder  all  round 
the  bottom  of  the  fence.  Mr.  W.  P.  Wright,  in 
The  Garden,  Week  by  Week,  says: — "The  par- 
ticular hint  I  am  going  to  give  you  about  slugs  is  to 
scatter  '  Sanitas  '  Powder  on  the  soil  amongst  the 
plants.  Slugs  simply  loathe  it." 
Since  the  Sanitas  Company  Ltd.  brought  these 
facts  to  the  knowledge  of  the  trade,  they  have 
noticed  that  many  chemists  have  much  increased 
their  sales  of  Sanitas  Powder  and  added  to  their 
incomes.  Special  showcards  can  be  obtained  on 
application  to — ■ 

THE  SANITAS  COMPANY  LIMITED, 

LOCKSLEY    STREET,    LIMEHOUSE,   LONDON,  E. 


Jews  bury  &  Brown's 

ClTODA 

The  Special  SODA  WATER 
for  Milk  Diet 
and  all  Medical  Purposes. 

Send  for  lenticular*  to  ARDWICK  CREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


AGENTS  WANTED 

in  every  town  to  push  1  i 

HARRISON'S 

'RELIABLE'  NURSERY  POMADE 

on  Co-operative  Advertising  basis. 

Yields  50%  P.A.T.A.  Profit  on  Outlay. 

Where  unrepresented,  we  are  open  to  give  you  twelve 
months'  advertisement  in  your  best  local  weekly  with  opening 
order.  New  Showcards  now  ready  supplied  on  application. 
Full  particulars  from 

HARRISON,  Chemist,  Reading. 


^^TLCOX,  J02EAU  I  CO. 

J^WHayrn&rkel .  London .  SVf 

Importers -and  Exporters  of 


FRENCH  and  all  I  FOREIGN 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES: 


Price  List    on  Applicalion 

Special   ■  Export   '  Terms 

Foreign  •  Prescriptions 

dispensed'  Jor  •  Pharmacists 


BV,  Opeci 

Hlk  Forei 


mm 


pharmaceuticals! 
IStandardDrugi 


APtRITOC 
BORNYvAL 
GON05AN 
LtCITHOL 
MtRGAL 
OVOGAL 
5AU  PYRIN 
SCOPO  — 
MORPHINE" 
THIOL 

The  J.D.RIEDELCO. 

13/14  Walbroik, 
■  LONDON.  E.G. 


Tylealsin  and  Tyllithin 

(REGISTERED   TRADE  MARKS), 

New  Antipyretics  and  Analgesics  in  Rheumatic 
Afiections,  Sciatica,  Influenza,  Common  Colds 
and  the  like. 


VESALVINE  S. 

The  New  Urinary  Antiseptic. 
Cachets  and  Tablets  are  prepared. 


ORUGS  &  CHEMICALS  of  every  description. 

The  most  varied  stock  in  London. 


W.  MARTIN  DALE,  Manufacturing  Chemist, 

10  NEW  CAVENDISH  ST.,  LONDON,  W. 

Telegraphic  Address— "Martindale,  Chemist,  London." 
Telephone  Nos.— Gerrard  4688  ;  Paddington  1797. 


Je§.  Burrough  Ltd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

SV.R. 

D  I.  Cale  Distillery ;  Mutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


»   FOR   TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


f~"  i 


Indez 


FLETCHERS 
CONCENTRATED 

Sole  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO.,  Ltd.  !•  IOI 

London  and  Sydney.  UHWIW/ 

Editorial  Articles. 

A  New  Epoch  in  Pharmacy. 

XIII.    Potentialities  and  Prospects. 

We  are  inclined  to  regard  the  Insurance  month  now  closing 
as  the  most  critical  -which  chemists  of  Great  Britain  have 
passed  through  in  regard  to  dispensing  matters.  We  have 
not  the  Departmental  inquiry  in  mind  so  much  as  the 
potentialities  for  disintegration  and  disunion  which  the 
renewal  of  dispensing  agreements  has  provided.  The 
Departmental  Committee  has  finished  hearing  witnesses, 
and  its  report  has  to  be  considered  by  the  Chancellor  of 
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the  Exchequer  before  it  is  published,  and  recommendations, 
if  any,  formulated  for  amending  legislation.  The  Govern- 
ment has  already  indicated  through  Mr.  Masterman  that 
an  Amendment  Bill  may  be  introduced  this  Session,  and  a 
Committee  of  the  British  Medical  Association  has  outlined 
amendments  on  the  Medical  Benefit  provisions  which  it 
considers  to  be  desirable.  These  contain  nothing  directly 
affecting  pharmacy,  but  the  probability  of  legislation  means 
that  amendment  of  existing  provisions  for  the  supply  of 
medicines  is  possible.  Chemists  should  be  prepared  for 
this,  which  is  of  far  greater  importance  than,  e.g.,  details 
respecting  tariff  fees  and  prices.  These  may  be  regarded  as 
•beyond  alterations  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Chemists  in 
the  different  local  centres,  especially  those  who  have  had  to 
do  with  recent  negotiations,  have  realised  that  the  arrange- 
ment of  term6  is  a  matter  between  them  and  their  Insur- 
ance Committees.  Scottish  chemists  have  the  distinc- 
tion of  making  the  biggest  achievement  in  this  respect,  for 
they  have  obtained  the  consent  of  their  Insurance  Com- 
mittees to  better  prices  on  a  number  of  the  items  in  the 
revised  drug  tariff.  As  long  as  such  arrangements  do  not 
take  the  drug  accounts  beyond  the  amount  allocated  for 
rnedicines  and  appliances,  or  do  not  traverse  the  prin- 
ciples agreed  to  by  the  Commissioners,  they  are  to  be 
regarded  as  final.  In  this  connection  we  print  a  letter 
which  we  have  received  in  reply  to  one  addressed  to  the 
Commissioners  regarding  a  pricing  matter  : 

National  Health  Insurance  Commission  (England), 
Buckingham  Gate,  London,  S.W., 

April  2,  1913. 

Sib, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  March  26,  I  am  directed 
by  the  National  Health  Insurance  Commission  (England) 
to  inform  you  that  it  devolves  upon  the  various  Insurance 
Committees  to  prepare  the  drug  tariff  in  connection  with 
the  agreements  in  their  respective  areas.  Questions  as  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  drug  tariff  should  therefore  in 
any  particular  case  be  addressed  to  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee concerned. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  MacGowan. 
All  know  that  the  drug  tariff  prepared  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee  on  Insurance  was  not  sent 
out  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Commissioners,  and  that 
•generally  they  have  vetoed  fees  proposed  by  Committees 
ibut  not  recognised  by  the  tariff.    By  their  ruling  in  the 
Essex  indiarubber-bandage  case  they  have  also  demon- 
strated the  superiority  of  the  regulations  to  the  tariff.  The 
letter  which  we  quote  shows,  nevertheless,  that  local  agree- 
ments are  eminently  a  local  matter.    Here  lie  the  poten- 
tialities for  disintegration  and  disunion;  hence,  also,  the 
importance  to  the  trade  of  the  safe  journey  over  the  fresh 
•contract  period.     There  is  still  left  a  feeling,  widespread 
but  probably  not  of  large  volume,  that  chemists  should  be 
paid  better.    This  will  be  met  in  a  measure  by  the  Scottish 
Commissioners'  promise  to  pay  something  extra  to  chemists 
out  of  the  surplus,  if  any  (a  promise  which  ought  to  be 
•extended  to  England  and  Wales;  in  fact,  Cumberland 
chemists  have  obtained  it  from  the  County  Insurance  Com- 
mittee in  respect  to  the  new  contract) .    Beyond  this  we  do 
aiot  think  the  country  will  be  prepared  to  go,  because  (1)  it 
.means  more  money  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  and 
■(2)  Friendly.  Society  men  in  the  House  of  Commons  are 
■grumbling  about  the  increased  cost  of  medical  treatment 
of  persons  above  sixty-five.      On  the  first  point  we  note 
that   Mr.    Masterman    (whose   breakdown    is  generally 
deplored)  has  stated  that  the  amounts  estimated  to  be 
expended  by  Approved  Societies  and  Insurance  Committees 
iin  benefits  and  cost  of  administration  respectively  during 
1913-14  are  12,010,300?.  for  benefits    and  2,529,600/.  for 
oost  of  administration.    These  figures  do  not  include  the 
special  grants  of  1,877,000/.  towards  the  cost  of  medical 


attendance  and  treatment  and  towards  the  expenses  of 
administration  in  connection  therewith.  In  view  of  the 
narrow  margin  on  the  past  year's  Revenue  account  further 
grant  is  beyond  expectation,  especially  as  the  temper  of 
the  country  is  that  the  National  Insurance  Act  must  pay 
for  itself.  The  second  point  touches  the  potentialities 
already  referred  to,  and  in  regard  to  these  we  shall  only 
say  that  there  have  not  been  wanting  during  the  past  month 
indications  of  the  competitive  element  which  would  throw 
to  the  winds  all  the  work  of  the  Standing  and  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committees.    Verb.  sap.  sat. 


The  American  Tariff  Bill. 

The  new  Democratic  Tariff  Bill,  which  was  presented  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  April  7,  proposes  many 
sweeping  changes  of  interest  to  the  chemical  and  drug 
trades.  These  are  chiefly  in  the  direction  of  reductions, 
the  bulk  of  which  were  foreshadowed  by  the  report  of 
Mr.  Underwood,  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  and 
to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  the  C.  &  D.  on  several 
occasions.  A  fairly  full  summary  of  the  changes  has  been 
cabled  over  by  Reuter,  but  specific  figures  and  details  are 
not  yet  available  on  this  side.  We  note  that  the  free  list  has 
been  largely  extended,  these  articles  including  borax,  soda-  - 
crystals,  sulphur,  acetic  and  sulphuric  acids.  The  present' 
tariff  on  borax  is  2c.  per  lb. ;  soda-crystals,  -£e.  per  lb. ; 
sulphur,  refined  and  flowers,  $4  per  ton ;  crude,  free;.acetio 
acid,  f  c.  to  2c.  per  lb. ;  and  sulphuric  acid,  gc.  per  lb. 
In  his  statement  accompanying  the  Bill,  Mr.  Underwood 
gave  a  number  of  comparisons  to  show  the  reduction  of 
duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life  (on  an  ad  valorem  basis),  . 
from  which  the  following  items  inter  alia  have  been  taken  : 

Cream  of  tartar,  from  25.45  per  cent,  under  the  present 
law  to  17.85  per  cent,  in  the  proposed  law;  medicinal  pre- 
parations, from  59.05  to  31.11  per  cent.;  castor  oil,  f rom 
33.19  to  15  per  cent.;  washing-olue,  23.59  to  15  per  cent.;.' 
common  soap,  from  20  to  5  per  cent. ;  indiarubber  manu- 
factures, from  35  to  10  per  cent.  Boric  acid  is  cut 
down  from  78.70  per  cent,  to  21.43,  glue  from  35.06  to 
14.29,  red-lead  from  60.35  to  25,  blacking  from  25  to  15. 
olive  oil  from  35.18  to  21.05,  drugs  from  12.35  to  10  per 
cent.,  vinegar  from  33.03  to  17.39,  photographic  paper  from 
28.99  to  25. 

We  take  it  that  crude  drugs  are  still  to  be  on  the  free 
list,  but  essential  oils  and  spices  are  to  be  taken  from 
the  free  list  and  taxed  by  20  per  cent,  and  1  to  2  cents 
per  lb.    respectively.    We  alluded  to  these  drastic  pro- 
posals in  January  last,  and  as  the  United  States  is  the 
largest  consumer  of  spices  and  an  important  buyer  on  the 
London  market,  a  shrinkage  of  business  may  be  looked  for 
when  the  full  effect  of  the  tariff  is  shown.    Spices  are 
evidently  regarded  as  luxuries,  the  same  as  essential  oils. 
Lemon   oil  is  probably   the  most  important   of  these, 
America's  imports  being  rather  less  than  half  a  million 
pounds  annually,  mostly  derived  from  Sicily.   California  has 
hitherto  been  unable  to  produce  lemon  oil,  but  the  future 
holds  great  possibilities.    Formerly  lemons  in  bulk  paid  an 
import  duty  of  l^c.  per  lb.,  but  this  has  now  been  reduced 
to  £c.    Apart  from  lemon  oil,  the  imports  of  unenumerated 
essential  oils  are  valued  at  about  $2,000,000  per  annum. 
Other  changes  which  are  notified  include  the  doubling  of 
the  rate  on  crude  and  prepared  opium,  which  was  $1.50 
and  $2  per  lb.  respectively.    Morphine  and  cocaine  will 
also  probably  pay  doubled  rates,  but  these  items  are  not 
referred  to  in  Reuter 's  message.    White-lead,  which  now 
pays  3  per  cent,  per  lb.,  is  to  pay  25  per  cent.,  and  the 

duty  on  sponges  is  halved.  The  duties  on  many  articles 
of  food  and  clothing  have  also  been  removed — in  fact, 
there  are  drastic  reductions  on  all  necessaries   of  life, 
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and  an  increase  of  rates  on  luxuries.  These  changes  will, 
it  is  anticipated,  leave  a  deficiency  of  about  $80,000,000, 
which  is  to  be  made  up  by  the  new  Federal  income-tax — ■ 
estimated  to  bring  in  almost  $100,000,000.  It  is,  of 
course,  quite  understood  that  the  above  are  only  proposals 
of  the  Underwood  Revision  Committee,  and  before  they 
become  law  many  alterations  may  be  made  in  Committee. 
The  latest  information  is  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  pass  the  Bill,  the  Senate  will  amend  it  past  recogni- 
tion, the  President  will  veto  it,  and  the  original  Bill  will 
be  brought  in  again  next  session,  which  is  prophecy,  not 
fact. 


Sulphonal,  Veronal,  and  Other  Hypnotics. 

To-day  (Saturday,  April  12)  the  following  poisonous 
hypnotics  must  be  treated  by  manufacturers  and  whole- 
sale and  retail  vendors  as  poisons  in  Part  II.  of  the 
Schedule  to  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908  : 


PATENT  MEDICINES. 

Evidence  given  before  the  Select  Committee  on  Thurs- 
day, April  10. 


THE  Committee  met  again  on  April  10. 
of  Sir  Henry  Norman  the  chair  wa 


In  the  absence 
enry  JNorman  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Harry  Lawson,  and  other  members  of  the  Committee 
present  were  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  Sir  P.  Magnus,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Haydn  Jones,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  O'Grady,  Mr.  C. 
Bathurst,  and  Dr.  Chappie.  The  attendance  of 'the  public 
was  smaller  than  usual. 


Chineonal. 

Codeonal. 

Deba. 

Diethyl -barbituric 
acid  and  its  de- 
rivatives. 

Hypnogen. 

Luminal. 


Malonyl-urea. 
Malourea. 
Medinal. 
Proponal. 
Reversed  sulpho- 
nal 
Sulphonal. 
Trional. 


Tetronal. 

Veronacetin. 

Veronal. 

Veronal-sodium. 

Ureides  (poison- 
ous). 

Urethanes 
(poisonous). 


Manufacturers  and  wholesalers  must  label  all  packages 
containing  any  of  these  articles  with  the  name  of  the 
article  and  the  word  "  Poison."  The  articles  may 
be  retailed  or  dispensed  only  by  individuals  or 
companies  carrying  on  business  in  accordance  with 
Section  3  of  the  above-named  Act,  the  packages  being 
labelled  when  retailed  with  the  name  of  the  article, 
the  word  "Poison,"  and  the  name  and  address  of  the 
seller ;  when  dispensed  the  prescription  must  be  entered 
in  the  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  the  name  and 
address  of  the  seller,  whether  a  chemist,  company,  or 
doctor  be  put  on  the  label. 

Tbe  Quarter's  Trade. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Returns  for  March,  which  show  slight 
increases  both  in  imports  and  exports,  may  be  considered 
satisfactory,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  Easter 
holidays  fell  in  March  this  year,  so  that  there  were  practi- 
cally three  working  days  less.  The  imports  for  the  month 
were  valued  at  61,347,145?.,  showing  a  gain  of  180,531?., 
or  0.3  per  cent.,  while  the  value  of  the  exports  was 
41,689,947?.,  an  advance  of  975,976?.,  or  2.04  per  cent. 
The  features  of  the  imports  were  the  much  heavier  amounts 
spent  on  food  and  drink,  these  items  increasing  by 
1,293,429?.  Raw  materials  were  1,841,2012.  down,  the  most 
striking  item  being  a  decline  of  3,804,2782.  in  raw  cotton ; 
oil-seeds,  oils  and  the  like  increased  by  550,455?.,  and 
676,161?.  more  was  paid  for  wool.  Manufactured  articles 
gained  726,739?.  on  the  month,  among  which  our  inward 
shipments  of  chemicals  and  allied  produce  advanced 
12,711?.  to  1,052,0502.  ;  in  this  section  tanning-substances 
show  the  greatest  gains.  Quinine  imports  decreased  by 
214,560  oz.,  and  cinchona  advanced  by  8,510  cwt.  We 
hope  to  deal  with  other  features  next  week. 

The  value  of  medicinal  extracts  and  preparations  imported 
into  St.  Vincent,  B.W.I.,  in  1911,  was  814?.,  compared  with 
815?.  in  1910 ;  other  imports  were  olive  oil  5872.,  against 
653?.,  and  soap  1,515/.,  against  1,744?. 

Chewing-gtjm. — Dr.  H.  Kerr,  medical  officer  of  health, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  is  asking  in  "  The  Lancet "  for  par- 
ticulars of  any  cases  in  which  chewing-gum  has  been  thought 
to  produce  harm.  He  states  that  a  case  recently  occurred 
in  the  North  of  England,  in  which  chewing-gum  was  sus- 
pected to  have  contributed  to  the  cause  of  death.  An 
analysis  _  of  chewing-gum  has  revealed  that  chicle  gum  is 
present  in  the  proportion  of  from  17  to  25  per  cent. 


Steedman's  Booklet. 
The  Chairman  at  the  outset  said  that  before  calling 
the  next  witness  he  had  to  say  that  Sir  Henry  Norman 
had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Robert  K.  Stewart,  of 
Hatton  Garden,  with  reference  to  a  statement  made  on 
April  3  by  Mr.  South  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  booklet 
published  by  Raphael  Tuck  &  Sons,  Ltd.  Mr.  Stewart 
stated  in  the  letter  that  in  1896  he  was  the  representative 
of  Raphael  Tuck  &  Sons  in  the  advertising  and  show- 
card  department.  He  added  that  when  he  saw  Mr. 
Vredenberg  and  was  handed  the  letter  of  March  28,  1896, 
written  by  Dr.  Pritchard  he  understood  that  the  letter- 
referred  to  the  completed  manuscript  which  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Steedman,  and  which  called  forth  the 
request  for  a  letter  from  the  doctor.  He  wrote  the  letter 
of  April  16,  1896,  enclosing  Dr.  Pritchard's  letter  to 
Messrs.  Steedman,  believing  that  it  referred  to  the  booklet 
as  published. 

The  first  witness  was  Mr.  Ernest  John  Parry,  B.Sc., 
F.I.C.,  B.L.,  specialist  in  the  analysis  of  drugs  and 
essential  oils,  author  of  "  The  Analysis  of  Food  and 
Drugs  "  and  "  The  Law  of  Food  and  Drugs."  He  placed 
before  the  Committee  some  very  interesting 

Analytical  Evidence 
and  confuted  many  of  the  statements  of  witnesses  put  for- 
ward by  the  British  Medical  Association.  In  reply  to  the 
Chairman  witness  said  he  was  specially  retained  for  this 
occasion  by  the  Proprietary  Articles  Section  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  disputed  Dr. 
Tirard's  statement  that  the  B.P.  is  an  authoritative 
standard  in  the  courts  of  law.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
Pharmacopoeia  has  no  such  status,  but  is  merely  a  prima 
facie  standard,  which  may  be  rebutted  by  expert  evidence. 
Witness  also  corrected  Dr.  Tirard's  notion  that  a  patient 
can  "  patent  "  a  prescription  he  receives  from  a  consultant 
by  showing  that  a  valid  patent  could  not  be  obtained,  as 
the  patient  would  not  for  one  thing  be  "  the  true  and  first 
inventor  "  of  the  prescription. 

Mr.  Parry  next  dealt  with  the  imitations  of  proprietary 
medicines  which  Dr.  Tirard  stated  are  introduced  into  the 
Pharmacopoeia  only  when  a  poison  enters  into  their  com- 
position. Witness  gave  about  twenty  instances  of  official 
imitations  of  proprietary  remedies,  ranging  from  Ander- 
son's Scots  Pills  to  Smedley's  Chillie  Paste.  He  specially 
mentioned  Dr.  Tirard's  statement  that  liq.  bismuthi,  B.P., 
is  not  an  imitation  of  Schacht's  preparation,  and  said  that 
the  latter  was  introduced  in  1855,  some  years  before  the 
imitation  was  included  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  Chairman :  Are  these  proprietary  articles  now  sold 
in  large  quantities,  or  are  they  what  are  popularly  known 
as  back  numbers  ? — More  than  half  still  have  a  very  large 
6ale,  and  I  think  nearly  all  have  a  fair  sale.  Smedley's 
Chillie  Paste,  for  example,  has  a  very  large  sale. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones :  Some  of  them  have  ceased  to  be  nro- 
prietary  articles  in  this  country  ? — Yes ;  in  this  country, 
for  example,  Blaud's  pills  have  ceased  to  be  proprietary, 
though  they  are  the  subject  of  a  patent  on  the  Continent. 

The  Chairman:  Vaseline  is  no  longer  proprietary? — Oh, 
yes  it  is. 

Is  there  any  other  particular  one  to  which  you  would 
like  to  draw  attention? — Yes;  there  is  Murray's  Fluid  of 
Magnesia.  That  is  one  introduced  by  a  medical  man,  con- 
trary to  the  statement  made  by  Dr.  Cox.  It  was  run  openly 
as  a  proprietary  medicine  by  a  well-known  medical  man. 
Sir  James  Murray,  physician  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  in  1859. 

Mr.  Parry  here  handed  to  the  Chairman  a  copy  of  the 
first    number    issued    of    The    Chemist    and  Druggist 
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(containing  Sir  James  Murray's  advertisement,  which  the 
Chairman  perused  with  interest. 

In  those  days  were  there  the  same  regulations  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  ? — I  should  _  say  not ;  there  are 
two  medical  men  who  advertised  their  own  proprietary 
medicines  in  that  issue. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones:  You  know  that  in  the  Medicine  Stamp 
Act,  1815,  there  was  a  schedule  of  articles  which  had  to 
hear  the  patent-medicine  stamp.  Do  you  know  that  a  num- 
ber of  these  are  scheduled  in  that  Act  of  Parliament  ? — I  am 
afraid  I  do  not  know  much  about  that.  I  see  James's 
Fever-powder,  for  instance,  was  scheduled  as  a  proprietary 
medicine. 

Mr.  Lynch :  Can  you  indicate  which,  in  your  list,  have 
■ceased  to  be  proprietary  articles? — Blaud's  Pills,  Dover's 
Powder,  Eastern's  Syrup,  and  Friar's  Balsam. 

The  Chairman  :  Then  there  are  some  which  have  had  a 
revival.  Is  Benger's  Liq.  Pepticus  one  of  those  which  has 
had  a  revival  ? — No ;  that  has  a  large  sale — it  is  only  thirty- 
five  or  forty-five  years  old. 

Mr.  Newton  :  So  far  as  remedies  sold  as  cures  for  cancer 
are  concerned,  you  would  have  no  objection,  from  the  point 
-of  view  of  safeguarding  honest  proprietary  rights,  in  agree- 
ing with  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Cox  or  anyone  else  ? — The 
position  I  take  up  with  regard  to  such  remedies  is  that  I 
•do  not  think  they  ought  not  to  be  advertised  to  the  public 
under  any  circumstances  whatsoever.  Dr.  Cox,  I  think, 
did  not  go  as  far  as  that.  He  said  he  was  content  with 
the  publication  of  the  formula. 

The  statements  before  the  Committee  of  Dr.  Alfred 
Cox  were  next  reviewed.  Witness  said  he  knew 
from  personal  knowledge  that  many  proprietary 
medicines  are  far  from  being  inactive.  The  ques- 
tion raised  by  Dr.  Cox  as  to  whether  the  traffic 
in  proprietary  medicines  would  be  diminished  by 
sale  of  imitations  was  next  dealt  with.  Witness 
showed  that  the  trade  might  be  diverted,  but  that  this 
would  only  be  to  the  injury  of  the  proprietors  for  the  6ake 
of  the  imitators.  Mr.  Parry  mentioned  that  the  formulae 
from  "Secret  Remedies"  were  being  sold  in  the  street 
at  Id.  a  time. 

The  Chairman :  I  suppose  these  get  substituted  for  the 
•original  articles;  substitution  seems  to  be  the  order  of 
the  day  ? 

Witness:  Not  with  good-class  chemists;  but  the  practice 
has  grown  since  the  publication  of  "  Secret  Remedies." 
There  is  one  firm  which  has  made  a  practice  of  selling 
remedies  made  up  from  these  formulas. 

Mr.  Parry  next  spoke  of  the  legal  aspects  of 
supply  of  proprietary  medicines.  Dr.  Cox  had  made 
a  great  point  of  the  fact  that  proprietary  medicines 
are  excluded  from  the  operations  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  hut  which  he  implied  mu6t  have  been  at 
the  instance  of  the  proprietary-medicine  owners.  Witness 
showed  that  the  quite  simple  explanation  is  that  when  a 
purchaser  asks  for  Smith's  pills  and  gets  them,  he  has  in 
fact  received  the  article  of  the  "  nature,  substance,  and 
•quality  demanded."  The  inclusion  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia as  a  standard  was  discussed  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  but  did  not  commend  itself  to  the 
'Committees  before  which  the  matter  came.  The  amend- 
ment of  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1875,  by  omitting  the  exemption  of  proprietary  medicines 
as  asked  for  by  Dr.  Cox  would  not  effect  the  object  in 
view,  as  even  assuming  the  label  to  be  a  warranty,  as  it 
is  in  fact,  and  even  assuming  the  label  to  contain  the 
formula,  a  prosecution  would  not  lie  under  that  section, 
it  has  recently  been  held,  even  if  the  contents  did  not 
correspond  with  the  formula,  unless  the  purchaser  in 
buying  the  article  recited  the  formula. 

The  Chairman  :  What  case  is  that  ? 

Witness :  It  is  not  a  reported  case,  but  one  heard  in  the 
Liverpool  Police  Court  regarding  the  sale  of  a  box  of 
ammoniated  quinine  capsules.  A  box  was  supplied,  and 
the  label  stated:  "Each  capsule  contains  1  grain  of  quinine." 
On  analysis  it  was  found  that  they  only  contained  0.8  grain 
in  each  capsule.  The  summons  was  under  Section  6  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  Stipendiary  dismissed 
the  case  without  even  hearing  any  evidence  on  the  grounds 
that  ammoniated  quinine,  capsules  had  been  asked  for  and 
supplied.  If  any  offence  had  been  committed,  it  was  under 
a  different  Act,  and  there  was  probably  a  good  defence 
under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 


The  Chairman :  The  Stipendiary  did  not  state  a  case 
for  the  higher  court? — There  was  no  case  stated. 

He  expressed  the  opinion  that  Dr.  Cox  did  not 
appreciate  fully  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  and  its  scope, 
which  covers  cases  where  the  label  is  assumed  to  be  a 
warranty.  There  is  no  exemption  of  proprietary 
articles  in  Section  27,  which  deals  with  false  label- 
ling. The  prescribing  of  secret  remedies  by  medical 
men  was  next  dealt  with,  and  in  this  connection  witness 
mentioned  that  he  had  particulars  for  the  private  use  of 
the  Committee  of  a  case  where  since  January  1,  3, 000 
medical  men  have  asked  for  samples  of  a  proprietary 
remedy,  and  of  these  200  have  expressed  their  satisfaction 
with  the  medicine. 

Sir  P.  Magnus :  Are  these  proprietary  remedies  which 
are  prescribed  by  the  medical  profession  made  up  of  in- 
gredients about  which  the  doctors  are  ignorant? — I  am 
quite  certain  that  no  average  medical  man  could,  before 
this  was  published,  give  you  any  idea  of  what  phenalgine 
was,  and  I  am  quite  sure  he  did  not  know  what 
purgen  is. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones :  Are  not  there  old-fashioned  drugs  used 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  no  scientist  can  state  definitely 
to  what  property  in  the  drug  its  qualities  are  due  ? — Un- 
doubtedly ;  and  one  of  the  best  examples  of  that  is  a  drug 
very  largely  prescribed  in  this  country  and  in  America 
called  Warburg's  tincture.  No  medical  man  can  put  his 
finger  on  the  particular  ingredient,  but  all  medical  men 
know  its  value. 

The  Chairman:  Was  it  originally  a  proprietary  article? — 
No ;  this  was  simply  a  prescription  by  Dr.  Warburg. 

Mr.  Lynch :  With  regard  to  remedies  about  which  there 
is  no  doubt  whatever,  such  as  calomel,  is  it  not  the  fact 
that  they  may  be  used  rightly  by  medical  men  who  do  not 
know  all  the  exact  details  of  their  composition,  yet  know 
their  effect  and  know  the  scope  of  any  deleterious  results?, 
Is  not  the  use  of  medicine  known  in  that  way  ? — If  I  under- 
stand your  question  correctly,  my  answer  would  be  that 
a  doctor  prescribes  calomel,  and,  I  suppose,  the  average 
doctor  would  not  be  able  to  give  you  a  very  full  explana- 
tion of  its  physiological  action.  I  think  he  has  as  much 
knowledge  of  the  action  of  Beecham's  Pills  as  of  calomel, 
and  I  think  he  would  prescribe  Beecham's  Pills  for  a  poor 
or  rich  patient  with  the  same  amount  of  knowledge. 

The  Chairman :  Your  answer  comes  to  this — his  know- 
ledge is  practical,  and  not  scientific  ? — Undoubtedly,  that 
is  unquestionably  true  of  the  average  practitioner. 

Sir  P.  Magnus:  I  suppose  you  will  admit  his  know- 
ledge is  scientific  inasmuch  as  he  knows  the  different  effect 
upon  people  suffering  from  different  ailments? — Yes. 

Will  the  ordinary  person  suffering  from  some  particular 
ailment  buying  that  medicine  know  whether  it  will  agree 
with  him  or  not? — Omitting  serious  complaints,  when  you 
deal  with  patent  medicines  of  the  ordinary  type,  I  have 
never  heard  of  serious  results  being  produced  by  them, 
and  I  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  there  is  any  serious 
difference  between  a  patient  taking  them  as  a  result  of  his 
own  intelligent  observation  of  their  action  on  himself  and 
the  same  amount  of  intelligent  anticipation  by  a  medical 
man.  If  you  speak  of  consumption  or  cancer,  however, 
I  should  not  say  that. 

Mr.  Lynch :  Would  not  there  be  a  very  real  difference 
between  the  action  of  a  doctor,  who  would  treat  a  head- 
ache merely  as  a  symptom,  and  that  of  a  man  who  tried  to 
stop  the  headache,  leaving  the  cause  untouched? — I  am 
not  a  medical  man._  I  will  admit  that  when  you  get  an 
obscure  case  of  meningitis  one  of  these  remedies  would  not 
be  the  right  remedy,  but  at  l"nst  ninety-nine  out  of  one 
hundred  headaches  have  no  reference  to  any  such  serious 
disease.    That  is  my  view  as  a  man  in  the  street. 

The  Chairman  :  At  the  same  time  a  patient  dealing  with 
a  remedy  for  the  first  time  is  doing  it"  solely  as  a  gamble 
on  the  chance  that  it  may  do  him  good,  while  a  doctor 
has  his  experience  and  the  experience  of  the  profession  to 
rely  upon  ? — I  can  only  say  that  when  I  have  a  headache  I 
take  a  headache  powder. 

In  connection  with  Dr.  Cox's  contention  that  a  diabetic 
whisky  advertised  in  the  "  British  Medical  Journal  "  has 
the  amount  of  _  sugar  in  it  reduced,  witness  remarked 
that  "  as  there  is  no  sugar  in  whisky  it  cannot  therefore 
be  reduced."  This  statement  caused  considerable  interest 
to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Glvn-Jones:  You  can  think  of  no  way  of  preparing- 
whisky  that  would  make  it  less  harmful  to  a  diabetic 
person  ? — No. 

Do  _  you  suggest  that  to  advertise  a  diabetic  whisky, 
meaning  that  it  could  be  used  by  a  diabetic  person,  is 
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humbug?— Yes,  in  conformity  with  the  attitude  I  take  up 
in  regard  to  cures  for  consumption  and  cancer. 

Would  you  expect  a  scientific  journal  to  know  that,  on  the 
face  of  it,  it  is  humbug  ? — I  was  very  surprised  to  hear  Dr. 
Cox  say  he  thought  whisky  contained  sugar. 

Sir  P.  Magnus :  Are  there  no  traces  of  sugar  in  adul- 
terated whisky  ?— I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  The 
only  spirit  to  which  sugar  is  added  is  gin. 

The  Chairman  :  And  rum. 

Witness  :  That  contains  glucose.  I  was  referring  to  cane- 
sugar  at  the  moment. 

The  Chairman  put  further  questions  regarding  brandy, 
some  brands  of  which,  he  said,  taste  sweeter  than  others, 
but  Mr.  Parry  showed  him  that  as  a  distilled  spirit  sugar 
could  not  be  there  unless  deliberately  added  afterwards. 

Witness  next  gave  in  detail  his  reasons  for  disagree- 
ing with  much  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  E.  F.  Harrison. 
He  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Harrison's  replies  showed  that  he 
is  not  really  in  sympathy  with  the  injustice  that  would 
ensue  to  honest  proprietary  articles  which  some  of  his 
proposals  would  involve.  Publishing  the  formula  on  the 
label  would  not  remedy  any  abuse,  as  the  makers  of 
fraudulent  remedies  would  have  no  difficulty  in  con- 
cocting formulas  containing  small  quantities  of  sub- 
stances whose  names  would  convey  no  information  to  the 
purchaser,  but  on  the  contrary  make  the  remedy  appear 
to  be  of  a  highly  important  and  complicated  nature, 
though  possibly  quite  valueless.  Any  such  requirement 
-would  therefore  hurt  the  honest,  useful  remedies,  and 
leave  the  fraudulent  ones  more  or  less  untouched.  The 
suggestions  made  by  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
for  dealing  with  existing  evils  do  more  to  meet  the 
views  of  Mr.  Harrison,  and  at  the  same  time  do  not 
inflict  injustice  upon  the  better-class  preparations. 

The  analyses  in  "Secret  Remedies"  were  next  dealt 
■with,  and  witness  emphatically  controverted  the  recent 
suggestion  in  the  "  British  Medical  Journal "  that  the 
differences  between  Mr.  Harrison's  formulae  and  those 
claimed  by  the  manufacturers  are  due  to  recent  altera- 
tions in  the  formulas.  It  is,  he  said,  quite  exceptional 
for  a  proprietor  to  alter  his  formula. 

Inherent  Difficulties. 

The  differences  in  the  so-called  analyses  are  accounted 
for  by  the  inherent  difficulty  of  a  proper  analysis  of  the 
majority  of  these  preparations.  He  pointed  out  that 
Mr.  Harrison's  work  had  been  done  in  a  very  able  way, 
but  that  a  large  number  of  preparations  cannot  be 
accurately  analysed  chemically,  and  it  is  unfair  to  pub- 
lish specific  formulas  as  if  they  are  complete  and  accurate 
'with  merely  some  general  admission  in  the  preface  that 
the  formulas  may  not  be  altogether  complete. 

Dr.  Chappie:  You  say  cannot  be  analysed  chemically? 

Witness  :  A  large  number  of  the  preparations  are  totally 
incapable  of  accurate  chemical  analysis. 

Dr.  Chappie  :  Mr.  Umney  told  us  that  he  could  detect  all 
the  ingredients  if  he  had  time. 

Witness:  His- statement  was  a  little  less  categorical  than 
this.  He  said  that  he  could  probably  recognise  the  whole 
of  the  ingredients  in  Siegel's  Syrup  if  he  had  a  large 
number  of  gallons  of  the  preparation  and  perhaps  six 
months  in  which  to  do  it. 

You  say  there  are  a  large  number  of  ingredients  of 
medicinal  value  that  cannot  be  detected  by  any  means? — 
Certainly.  I  say  emphatically  that  a  large  number  of 
organic  preparations  are  totally  incapable  of  being  accu- 
rately analysed  or  their  contents  arrived  at  by  any  known 
means. 

Witness  repeated  that  his  principal  complaint  is  that 
■while  a  given  set  of  analytical  results  may  be  correct,  the 
formulas  deduced  therefrom  are  merely  intelligent  guess- 
work consistent  with  such  results.  Quoting  from  the 
preface  of  "  Secret  Remedies,"  where  it  is  stated  that 
there  are  no  conclusive  tests  for  many  vegetable  extracts 
and  colouring-matters,  witness  pointed  out  that  such 
important  drugs  as  senega,  Virginian  prune,  horehound, 
•and  coltsfoot  cannot  be  recognised  chemically.  He,  how- 
ever, objected  to  Mr.  Harrison's  statement  that  the  sub- 
stances which  cannot  be  identified  are  only  used  in 
pharmacy  for  their  agreeable  odour  or  bitter  taste, 
adding  that  if  this  were  so,  then  medical  men  would 
have  to  admit  that  90  per  cent,  of  their  prescriptions  j 


contain  nothing  save  inert  substances.  More  than  half 
the  vegetable  preparations  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
when  mixed  as  they  usually  are,  several  at  a  time  in 
medicines  or  prescriptions,  cannot  possibly  be  detected 
by  any  known  means,  unless  they  are  to  a  large  extent 
recognised  by  taste  or  smell.  Witness  also  pointed  out 
the  uselessness  of  the  method  stated  by  Mr.  Harrison 
to  have  been  adopted  of  making  up  formulas  and  com- 
paring the  taste  and  physical  properties  of  the  imitative 
mixture  with  those  of  the  secret  preparation.  In  the 
alleged  formulas  fori  cough-mixtures  only  the  drugs 
found  are  given,  although  many  recognised  remedies  for 
coughs,  such  as  senega,  Virginian  prune,  horehound,  and 
coltsfoot,  may  have  been  present,  but  could  not  be 
recognised  by  analysis. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  Suppose  you  had  a  pill  with  a  number 
of  ingredients  in  very  small  quantities,  would  it  be  possible 
to  discover  what  one  of  those  ingredients  is?— You  may 
find  a  minute  dose  of  one  and  of  half  a  dozen  others,  but, 
as  in  the  case  of  Walburg's  tincture,  it  is  the  combination 
which  gives  it  value.  Probably  not  one  of  the  drugs  in 
Walburg's  tincture  is  present  in  an  active  therapeutic  dose, 
though  in  combination  they  have  a  strong  therapeutic 
action. 

Suppose  you  had  a  mixture  of  calomel  with  3  per  cent,  of 
ipecacuanha  :  if  the  analyst  did  not  know  the  ipecacuanha 
was  there,  would  he  be  likely  to  miss  it  ? — Not  only  would 
he  be  likely  to  miss  it,  but  if  he  found  it  he  would  find  it 
as  something  else,  owing  to  the  similarity  of  the  reactions. 

Are  there  not  scientific  men  who  attach  value  to  3  or 
4  per  cent,  of  ipecacuanha  combined  with  calomel  which 
they  would_  not  attach  to  calomel  itself  ?— Undoubtedly. 
That  is  obvious  from  any  ordinary  inspection  of  a  medical 
man's  prescriptions  and  text-books. 

Dr.  Chappie  :  If  he  found  any  difficulty  in  detecting  the 
ipecacuanha  powder  by  chemical  analysis,  would  he  resort 
to  any  other  means  of  detecting  it  ? — If  in  powder,  he  might 
resort  to  the  microscope  and  possibly  not  find  it. 

Witness,  continuing,  gave  an  illustration  of  how  the 
analyst  was  deceived  in  regard  to  a  drug.  There  was,  he 
said,  a  drug  called  papain,  which  had  been  coming  into 
England  for  some  years  and  had  been  accepted  as  pure. 
It  was  brought  to  him  for  analysis.  Although  tests  showed 
the  presence  of  over  10  per  cent,  of  rice,  the  microscope 
showed  no  starch  present.  The  fact  was  the  Indian  in 
Ceylon  had  carefully  boiled  his  rice  to  break  down  the 
whole  structure  before  adding  it  to  the  papain.  That  had 
been  going  on  for  years. 

The  Chairman :  Do  you  suggest  that  would  pass  the 
Government  analyst?  (Laughter.) 

Witness  stated  that  there  is,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  a  class 
of  chemists  abroad  who  prostituted  their  knowledge  Tor  the 
purpose  of  devising  means  to  deceive  the  honest  analyst. 

Dr.  Chappie  :  But  you  eventually  find  them  out  ? — We  get 
the  better  of  them  in  the  long  run.' 

Mr.  Bathurst  said  the  statement  about  starch  interested 
him  very  much,  and  he  asked  whether  it  wouid  be  possible 
for  cocoa  to  contain  starch  and  yet  not  to  be  detectable  by 
analysis.  Mr.  Parry  caused  some  amusement  ty  answer- 
ing :  "If  I  may  answer  the  question  in  my  own  way,  I 
should  like  to  say  that  you  are  Vice-President  of  an 
Association  which  issues  a  guarantee  that  a  certain  cocoa 
contains  no  starch,  when,  in  fact,  it  is  present."  When 
the  laughter  had  subsided  Mr.  Bathurst  said  :  "I  am  not 
responsible  for  that  statement." 

Mr.  Parry  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  deductions 
drawn  from  the  so-called  formulas,  while  not  inconsistent, 
have  little  value  as  many  alternative  deductions  and 
formulas  would  be  equally  consistent.  Quoting  the 
analysis  of  Clarke's  Blood-mixture,  he  said  the  deduc- 
tions made  do  not  in  any  way  justify  the  formula  given. 
For  instance,  witness  stated  that  he  is  in  a  position 
to  say  that  there  is  no  spirit  of  sal  volatile  present  as 
stated,  but  an  entirely  different  preparation  of  ammonia. 
Similar  unfair  and  impossible  deductions  from  analytical 
results  appear  regularly  throughout  the  book,  examples 
being  Gloria  Tonic,  Absorbit  Paste,  Bostock's  Eye-oint- 
ment, Martin's  Miracletts,  and  Therapion. 

Actual  Mistakes  in  Analysis. 
Witness  then  mentioned  as  an  instance  of  the  unneces- 
sary attacks  made  in  "Secret  Remedies"  the  statement  as 
to  the  medicinal  effect  of  bladderwrack,  which  is  given 
as  "  very  slight  and  uncertain,"  and  he  then  quoted 
from  clinical  reports  in  the  "British  Medical  Journal'* 
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where  the  drug  is  well  spoken  of  as  a  remedy  for  cor- 

PUThere  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  to  dispute  this,  but  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  read  a  paragraph  from  Whitla's  "  Therapeutics,' 
which  was  taken  as  conclusive. 

Mr.  Parry  next  gave  a  number  of  examples  of  the 
formulas  in  "  Secret  Remedies  "  which  to  his  own  definite 
knowledge  are  substantially  inaccurate  and  incorrect, 
and  offered  to  give  the  Chairman  information  _  as  to 
the  various  ingredients  which  could  at  his  discretion  be 
handed  to  the  Government  Analyst  for  verification,  so 
far  as  that  is  possible  by  analysis.  The  following  are 
the  definite  instances  to  which  witness  referred  : 

Woodward's  Gripe-water.— An  important  ingredient  is 
omitted,  for  the  detection  of  which  a  method  is  given  in 
witness's  work  on  "  Food  and  Drugs." 

Beecham's  Pills.— The  formula  given  is  incorrect.  Witness 
has  detected  analytically  one  other  ingredient  present,  a 
drug  official  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  which  was  dis- 
closed to  him  by  Sir  Joseph  Beecham. 

Doan's  Dinner-pi/ls. — Formula  incorrect,  two  important 
drugs  omitted,  and  one  is  stated  to  be  present  which  is  not 
there.  The  quantities  are  totally  inaccurate.  One  of  the 
omitted  ingredients  is  the  most  expensive  of  the  whole 
number. 

Ozerine. — Two  important  ingredients  omitted;  both  can 
be  identified  with  absolute  certainty  by  chemical  analysis. 

Seigel's  Syrup. — Ingredients  not  easily  discoverable  with- 
out previous  knowledge,  but  from  the  quantity  of  extractive 
matter  it  is  clear  that  there  are  vegetable  extracts  present 
not  given  in  "  Secret  Remedies."  One  is  clearly  distin- 
guishable to  the  taste,  and  can  bo  identified  chemically  if 
sufficient  material  is  employed. 

Pond's  Arthriticus. — An  important  constituent  omitted 
which  16  present  to  the  extent  of  nearly  10  per  cent.,  and 
which  witness  has  identified  chemically. 

Johnson's  Soothing-syrup. — There  is  no  hydrochloric  acid 
present,  but  a  trace  of  sodium  chloride.  Witness  has 
detected  citric  acid  and  the  aromatic  constituents  of  balsam 
of  tolu 

Cicfa. — It  is  inferred  in  "  Secret  Remedies  "  that  the  starch 
is  converted  by  diastase.  This  is  incorrect;  an  entirelv 
different  article,  which  is  much  more  expensive,  is  employed. 

Powell's  Balsam,  of  Aniseed. — Witness  has  detected  the 
presence  of  nn  active  incrredient  not  .given  in  "  Secret 
Remedies."  There  is  no  trace  of  any  morphine  derivative 
present  nor  anv  other  alkaloid. 

Running  comments  were  made  about  these  analyses,  and, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Bathurst  as  to  whether  an  ingredient  is 
active  which  witness  said  he  had  detected  in  Beecham's 
Pills,  the  name  was  handed  to  the  Chairman.  "  Life's 
too  short  to  attempt  to  detect  the  presence  of  some 
thousands  of  drugs  that  may  possibly  be  present  in  a 
mixture,"  he  told  Mr.  Newton.  He  also  explained  how 
Mr.  Harrison  must  have  "  jumped  to  a  conclusion  " 
regarding  hydrochloric  acid  in  Johnson's  Syrup. 

The  Chairman  asked  Mr.  Parry  to  supply  the  Committee 
with  the  names  of  doctors  he  had  promised  who  had 
approved  of  secret  remedies  of  which  they  had  samples, 
and  also  particulars  of  formulas  which  he  had  offered  to 
give  for  the  private  information  of  the  Committee. 

After  some  discussion  as  to  the  possibility  of  cross- 
examination  upon  formula;  in  private,  Mr.  Parry  was  asked 
to  allow  the  Committee  to  defer  the  cross-examination 
till  next  Thursday. 

A  Herbalist's  Evidence. 
After  luncheon  Sir  Philip  Magnus  presided,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Watmore,  representing  the  National  Association 
of  Medical  Herbalists,  appeared  to  state  the  case 
of  medical  herbalists,  medical  botanists,  or  botanic  practi- 
tioners. 

A  conversation  took  place  at  the  outset  between  the 
Chairman  and  the  witness  regarding  the  grounds  on  which 
the  latter  wished  to  give  evidence.  Witness  declared  that 
in  no  sense  did  members  of  the  Association  wish  to  be 
associated  with  any  low  forms  of  advertisement. 

Witness  said  that  the  Association,  representing  more 
than  200  medical  herbalists  actively  engaged  in  business, 
thought  that  the  medical  herbalist  should  be  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  in  regard  to 
the  patent-medicine  law,  especially  in  regard  to  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  remedies,  the  formulas  to  be  de- 


posited in  some  sort  of  a  public  office.  When  a  person 
issued  a  compound  the  various  ingredients  should  be  set 
forth.    This  applied  to  herbal  medicines  as  well  as  others. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones :  Your  Association  hold  the  view  that 
no  poison  should  be  contained  in  proprietary  medicines? — 
What  we  do  strongly  urge  is  that  wherever  a  poison  is  used, 
in  any  preparation  the  amount  of  that  poison  should  be 
distinctly  stated,  and  also  the  daily  dose,  so  that  the  pubhc 
might  have  no  doubt  what  they  were  taking. 

Mr.  C.  Bathurst:  You  said  that  medical  herbalists  do  not 
recognise  any  poisons  in  the  treatment  of  disease  ? — That 
is  so. 

That  would  necessarily  apply  to  nearly  all  the  alkaloids? 
— Poisons,  certainly. 

Is  it  not  the  case  that  most  of  the  alkaloids  recognised 
to  be  of  therapeutic  value  are  extremely  poisonous  ? — As 
herbalists,  we  should  rule  out  everything  of  a  poisonous 
nature. 

Dr.  Chappie:  Would  you  rule  out  aconite,  morphia,  and 
such  like  drugs?— Yes;  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones:  You  do  not  suggest  that  poisons  have 
not  their  use?— I  only  say  the  Association  has  no  know- 
ledge of  their  being  of  medical  benefit.  We  say  our  experi- 
ence is  entirely  opposed  to  it. 

If  the  law  were  altered,  and  you  were  allowed  to  sell 
poisons  in  future,  you  would  not  sell  them  ?— Speaking  for 
tho  Associates,  I  say  "  No." 

Mr.  Watmore  went  on  to  say  that  a  witness  was 
reported  to  have  said  to  the  Committee  that  the  only  true 
herbalist  he  knew  of  was  the  trained  pharmacist.  The 
Association  held  that  the  phrase  "  So  far  as  he  knew  " 
showed  the  culpable  ignorance  of  the  witness  on  the  sub- 
ject. At  Ashton-under-Lyne  there  is  a  society  1,400 
strong  to  study  medical  botany  in  the  same  way  as  other 
people  studied  horse-racing  and  dog-racing. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  appeared  to  be  rather 
entertained  by  the  witness,  and  one  after  the  other  asked 
how  the  knowledge  of  medical  botany  and  experience  of 
disease  was  acquired.  Mr.  Watmore  said  reading,  experi- 
ment, and  practice  on  himself  and  family  gave  him  the 
necessary  qualifications. 

Mr.  Newton  brought  out  that  there  are  over  200  mem- 
bers in  Mr.  Watmore's  Association,  that  the  subscription 
is  one  guinea,  and  that  no  salaries  are  paid  to  officers. 
Witness  considered  that  the  biggest  income  made  by  any 
member  of  his  profession  would  "be  "300?.,  400/.,  or  500/. 
a  year."  Some  he  knew  had  as  many  as  forty  or  fifty 
patients  a  day. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Lynch,  he  said  herbalists  excluded  all 
metals  in  their  practice  except  such  as  were  found  in 
herbs.  They  had  no  use  for  mercury,  and  the  doctrine 
of  signatures  in  regard  to  herbs  was  entirely  out  of  use  at 
the  present  day. 

Answering  Mr.  Haydn  Jones,  witness  said  he  believed 
there  are  about  1,500  herbalists  in  this  country  keeping 
open  shop.  The  Association's  examinations  are  held  twice 
a  year,  and  the  usual  number  of  candidates  is  from  eight 
to  ten. 

Asked  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to  define  the  herbalist  whom 
witness  considered  should  have  the  same  privileges  under 
the  Medicine  Stamp  Act  as  the  registered  chemist,  Mr. 
Watmore  first  defined  herbalists  as  the  200  members  to 
of  his  Association.  Pressed  further,  he  elaborated  this  to 
"  anyone  who  bona  fide  earns  his  living  by  selling  herbs 
for  medical  purposes  or  treatment."  He  presumed  most 
of  the  1,500  herbalists  keeping  open  shop  had  patent- 
medicine  licences.  Although  herbalists  deprecated  the 
sale  of  patent  medicines  unless  they  were  herbal  remedies, 
he  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  would  all  refuse 
to  sell  the  ordinary  non-poisonous  patent  medicines  on 
the  market.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  asked  for  Mr.  Wat- 
more's definition  of  a  "poison,"  and  was  told  "that  sub- 
stance of  which  in  some  quantity  or  other  would  kill." 

By  this  time  Dr.  Chappie  was  in  the  chair,  and  he 
elicited  from  witness  that  he  used  the  stethoscope  and 
thermometer  in  his  practice — although  he  had  little  faith 
in  the  stethoscope.  He  did  not  use  the  speculum,  and 
transferred  most  women's  cases  to  lady  herbalists  for 
treatment.  The  Apothecaries'  Society  had  never  inter- 
fered with  him  when  he  was  in  practice,  the  blameless 
chnracter  of  his  work  being,  he  considered,  responsible- 
for  this. 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  next  Thursday. 


Index   Folio  563 


M  THE   CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  April  12,  1913 


TRADE  NOTES. 


The  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  225  Totten- 
ham Court  Road,  London,  W.,  have  been  awarded  the 
Gold  Medal  and  a  Certificate  of  Merit  for  their  exhibit 
■of  industrial  hygiene  at  the  recent  International  Kinemato- 
graph  Exhibition  and  Conference. 

Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  56  Han- 
over Street,  Liverpool,  are  again  adopting  daylight-saving 
hours  of  business  this  year.  On  and  after  April  1,  until 
September  30,  the  office  and  warehouse  hours  will  be  from 
7.30  a.m.  to  5.30  p.m.  ;  Saturdays  to  12.30  p.m. 

Non-Poisonous  Hypnotics.  —  Messrs.  Widenmarm, 
Broicher  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  1  Fenchurch  Avenue,  London,  E.C., 
•state  that  aponal  (amylene-hydrate- carbamate)  is  a  mild 
and  harmless  hypnotic,  which  may  be  given  to  children  or 
aged  people  without  fear  of  undesirable  after-effects. 

The  Icilma  Co.,  Ltd.,  37-39  King's  Road,  St.  Pancras, 
London,  N.W.,  would  be  obliged  if  retailers  in  the 
northern  counties  who  have  been  called  upon  by  the  late 
Mr.  Fred  W.  Child  would  address  any  orders  for  Icilma 
goods  direct  to  them  until  the  new  arrangements  for  the 
district  are  made. 

Ecsolent  Preparations  are  now  on  the  P.A.T.A.  Pro- 
tected List.  This  ensures  a  good  profit  to  chemists  who 
take  advantage  of  the  present  advertising  campaign  by 
Ecsolent  Compounds,  Ltd.,  Ecsolent  Buildings,  Elthorne 
Road,  London,  N.,  from  whom  sales-creating  dummies  and 
literature  can  be  obtained. 

With's  Plant  Food. — We  referred  some  time  ago  to 
the  interesting  booklet  produced  for  advertising  purposes 
by  With's  Manure  Co.,  Hereford.  The  firm  call 
attention  in  this  issue  to  their  plant  food,  which  sells  at 
•6d.  and  Is.,  and  invite  chemists  to  become  agents  for 
their  agri-horticultural  preparations. 

The  Straw-hat  Season  is  approaching,  and  many  a 
man  looks  at  his  last  season's  hat  and  decides  to  make 
it  last  another  year.  In  this  issue  is  advertised  the 
'"  Milner "  cleanser  for  straw  hats,  which  sells  in  two- 
penny packets,  and  should  be  shown  on  the  counter  and 
in  the  window.  It  is  prepared  by  Milner's  Chemical  Co., 
Robson  Street,  Liverpool. 

"  Helps  and  Hindrances  in  Photography  "  is  the  title 
of  a  well-produced  booklet  issued  by  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  London,  E.C., 
for  photographers.  It  has  an  attractive  pictorial  cover, 
■and  is  illustrated  with  half-tone  colour  engravings.  The 
booklet  is  pleasantly  written,  and  in  its  twenty-eight  pages 
gives  working  details  of  all  the  special  photographic  pro- 
ducts issued  by  the  firm.  Chemists  can  obtain  on  applica- 
tion a  supply  of  the  booklets  for  distribution  to  customers. 

"  Evans'  Journal." — No.  4  of  this  quarterly  publication 
by  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool 
and  London,  is  published  this  week.  It  is  chiefly  de- 
voted to  bacteriological  and  allied  subjects,  including 
* '  Note6  on  Tuberculin  Preparations  ' '  and  a  continuation 
of  the  article  on  "  Vaccine  Therapy,"  besides  observations 
on  "  Some  recent  Organo-therapeutic  Preparations."  A 
plate  in  natural  colours  illustrates  the  tuberculin  cutaneous 
reaction  of  v.  Pirquet.  Copies  of  the  number  can  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  firm., 

Spring  Medicines.— Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd., 
Artillery  Lane,  London,  have  just  introduced  a  new  form 
of  the  late  Sir  A.  B.  Garrod's  sulphur  lozenges  with  lime 
flavour  and  colour,  under  the  name  of  "Lime-juice  and 
Sulphur  Blood  Tablets."  This  is  an  oblong  lozenge  mea- 
suring 1£  in.  by  §  in.  wide,  put  up  in  slide  boxes  con- 
taining two  dozen.  The  boxes  are  nicely  finished  off,  and 
retail  at  5^d.  The  same  combination  in  the  form  of  circular 
discs  is  put  up  in  |-lb.  packets,  to  retail  at  5^d.  These 
are  good  value  considering  the  excellence  of  the  products, 
and  there  is  a  big  demand  for  them  at  present. 

Hormone  Therapy. — "  The  Prescriber,"  which  is  pub- 
lished by  a  pharmacist  at  137  George  Street,  Edinburgh, 
appears  this  month  as  a  double  number  devoted  to  hor- 
mone therapy.  Dr.  Leonard  Williams  writes  an  intro- 
duction, and  there  are  special  articles  by  Drs.  Harrower, 


Crofton,  Starkey,  Bayle,  and  Allan,  and  Mr.  Waller. 
About  fifty  pages  are  taken  up  with  classified  abstracts  of 
current  literature, -vhich,  with  the  bibliographic  summary, 
is  an  exceptional  survey  of  the  subject.  Chemists  who 
want  to  be  conversant  with  this  modern  method  of 
medical  treatment  should  obtain  a  copy  of  the  number ; 
it  costs  Is. 

Ceregen. — Since  the  introduction  of  this  new  food-pro- 
duct by  Messrs.  John  Bell,  Hills  &  Lucas,  Ltd.,  Oxtord 
Works,  Tower  Bridge  Road,  London,  S.E.,  it  has  grown, 
so  steadily  in  demand  at  home  and  abroad  that  the  com- 
pany have  put  down  new  plant  for  its  production.  It  is 
quite  soluble,  and  is  almost  devoid  of  taste  and  odour, 
while  being  free  from  fat  it  keeps  well  in  such  tropical 
countries  as  India,  China,  and  Central  Africa.  The  com- 
pany inform  us  that  this  result  is  due  to  their  method 
of  drying  the  Ceregen,  this  being  done  in  an  atmosphere 
of  nitrogen.  They  will  be  glad  to  supply  any  chemists  or 
medical  men  who  are  not  yet  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
perties of  Ceregen  with  samples  and  literature  on 
application. 

The  United  Chemists'  Association,  Ltd.,  Chelten- 
ham, has  taken  over  bottling  and  sale  of  the  Cheltenham 
waters.  The  contract  includes  taking  over  the  twenty- 
one  years'  lease  of  the  shop  and  premises  adjoining  the 
Montpellier  Baths,  with  the  sole  right  to  a  supply  of 
water  for  concentration  and  bottling  from  the  wells  near 
Fieldholme,  Eldorado  Road,  and  the  right  to  use  the 
borough  arms  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  the  waters, 
the  Corporation  to  supply  apparatus  at  a  cost  of  1,200/. 
The  rent  of  the  premises  is  to  be  36Z.  with  rates  and  taxes, 
the  loan  to  be  repaid  at  7^  per  cent,  annually,  and  also 
the  company  to  pay  a  royalty  for  the  first  ten  years  of 
^d.  per  bottle  for  the  first  10,000,  %d.  for  the  next 
10,000,  and  Id.  for  all  above  20,000  bottles  per  annum. 

Soluble  Acetyl-salicylates. — Two  interesting  pro- 
ducts— soluble  lithium  and  calcium  salts  of  acetyl- 
salicylic  acid — reach  us  from  Alfred  Bishop,  Ltd.,  manu- 
facturing chemists,  "Speck  Fields,"  48  Spelman  Street, 
London,  N.E.  As  is  well  known,  the  insolubility  of 
acetyl-salicylic  acid  has  limited  the  usefulness  of  this 
drug  in  medical  practice,  but  it  has  always  been  felt 
that  could  some  soluble  salts  be  produced  it  would  be  a 
boon  to  prescribers.  Alfred  Bishop,  Ltd.,  as  a  result  of 
a  special  research,  have  succeeded  in  producing  by  a 
patented  process  lithium  and  calcium  salts,  which  they 
put  on  the  market  under  the  names  Hydropyrin  and 
Kalmopyrin.  The  lithium  combination,  a  particularly 
happy  idea,  is  a  slightly  granular  white  powder,  while 
kalmopyrin  is  a  lighter  adherent  product.  Both  are 
readily  soluble  and  are  stable  under  ordinary  conditions 
of  temperature  and  moisture.  Hydropyrin  is  also  soluble 
in  alcohol,  and  may  therefore  be  dispensed  in  a  spirituous 
menstruum.  The  two  salts,  it  has  been  found,  pass 
readily  through  the  stomach  without  the  liberation  of 
free  salicylic  acid — a  property  which  prevents  the  gastric 
disturbance  which  some  patients  experience  from 
salicylates  and  acctyl-salicylic  acid.  In  the  intes- 
tines the  salicylic  acid  is  quickly  split  off  and  absorbed. 
The  doses  of  both  salts  are  5  to  15  grains  three 
or  four  times  a  day ;  for  children  half  the  quantity. 
There  is  a  wide  sphere  of  usefulness  for  these  new  pro- 
ducts in  chemists'  specialities.  Both  hydropyrin  and 
kalmopyrin  are  supplied  in  bulk  and  in  the  form  of 
granular  effervescent  preparations. 

Field's  Toilet  Soaps. — We  daresay  every  pharmacist 
in  this  country  is  familiar,  since  his  apprenticeship  with 
the  "United  Service"  and  "Spermaceti"  soaps,  which 
are  manufactured  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  &  J.  Field,  Ltd.,  Lam- 
beth, London,  S.E.  They  are  old  favourites,  still  popular, 
and  if  the  reader  turns  to  the  company's  advertisement  in 
this  issue  an  illustration  will  be  seen  of  the  manner  in 
which  individual  cakes  of  the  spermaceti  soap  are  packed 
to  retail  at  4d.  per  box,  giving  a  P.A.T.A.  profit  of  28  per 
cent.  All  their  products  as  sold  by  chemists  and  drug- 
gists are  now  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  with  profits  ranging 
up  to  40  per  cent.,  and  those  who  want  something  new 
and  original  in  the  toilet-soap  line  should  write  to  Messrs. 
Fields  for  a  copy  of  their  illustrated  price-list,  as  it  tells 
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more  than  can 
however,  refer 


possibly 
to  the  " 


be  put  in  a  paragraph.  We  may, 
Fleur  de  Lys  "  series,  one  of  which 


■we  illustrate.  The  box  is  prettily  designed,  and  retails 
at  Is.  The  base  is  pure  and  the  perfume  rich,  but  not 
overpowering,  while  it  lathers  and  cleanses  the  skin  well 
■without  leaving  any  smarting.  A  ' '  Supreme  "  quality  of 
this  is  made,  a  single  carton  retailing  at  10(2.,  and  there 
are  "Boudoir"  and  "Popular"  brands,  retailing  respec- 
tively at  3s.  2d.  and  Is.  IQd.  per  dozen  tablets.  Mignon- 
ette-scented and  lily-cream  toilet-soaps  are  others  which  we 
have  examined,  and  find  to  be  excellent  in  quality,  while 
the  get-up  is  remarkably  artistic  considering  the  popular 
prices  at  which  they  retail.  The  company  are  making  a 
speciality  of  putting  up  toilet  soaps  for  chemists,  and  it 
is  apparent  that  they  have  studied  chemists'  possibilities 
well,  for  finish  and  artistic  merit  are  distinctive  features 
of  their  products. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 

OF  IRELAND. 


Council-meeting. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin, 
on  Wednesday,  April  2,  Mr.  D.  M.  Watson  (Vice- 
President)  in  the  chair.  Dr.  M.  R.  Whitla,  J.P., 
Messrs.  Thos.  Batt,  Richard  Blair,  J.  H.  Bowden,  John 
Burnett,  T.  N.  Moffitt,  James  Tate,  and  W.  F.  Wells 
were  also  present. 

Nomination  of  Candidates. 
Mr.  Ferrall  (Registrar)  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Privy  Council  Office,  Dublin  Castle,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  the  "  Dublin  Gazette :'  containing  an 
Order  in  Council  approving  of  a  new  Regulation  made 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  dealing  with  the  time 
for  lodging  nomination  papers  by  candidates  for  seats 
on  the  Council.  The  new  regulation  (Regulation  IX.) 
is  as  follows  : 

"  All  new  candidates  for  a  seat  on  the  Council  shall  be 
proposed  and  seconded  by  members  of  the  Society  or  Asso- 
ciate druggists;  the  nomination  paper,  with  an  intimation 
in  writing  from  the  candidate  that  he  will  serve  if  elected, 
to  be  lodged  with  the  Registrar  not  later  than  twelve 
o'clock  noon  on  the  Monday  fortnight  before  the  annual 
meeting." 

The  Chairman  said  the  former  Regulation  merely 
stated  that  the  nominations  should  be  posted  at  a  certain 
time.  The  new  Regulation  provided  that  they  should  be 
received  at  a  certain  time  and  left  no  room  for  doubt. 

Miscellaneous. 

Messrs.  Ernest  Ahier,  Philip  Fakey,  and  James  D. 
McKeqgh  wrote  submitting  certificates  of  other  bodies, 
and  were  admitted  to  preliminary  registration. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  following  noti- 
fying changes  in  their  addresses  : 


W  H  Wallace,  Ph.C,  from  c/o  Mr.  John  Smith,  3  Tere- 
nure  Road,  Dublin,  to  c/o  Mr.  Frank  Wren,  Ph.C,  Hamil- 
ton, Victoria,  Australia.  _ 

Arthur  T  Bright,  R.D.,  from  Iver  House,  Avenue  Road, 
Pear  Tree  Green,  Southampton,  to  29  Alma  Road,  Woolston, 
Southampton.  .  . 

Robert  Herron.  R.D.,  from  4  Crimea  Street,  Belfast,  to 
308  Crumlin  Road,  Belfast. 

Samuel  J.  Hudson,  R.D.,  from  Mam  Street,  Bangor,, 
co.  Down,  to  355  Beersbridge  Road,  Belfast, 

Joseph  Millar,  R.D.,  from  27  Salisbury  Street,  Belfast,, 
to  the  Medical  Hall,  Irvineatown. 

The  Registrar  submitted  a  certificate  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Martin  Francis  Fitzpatrick,  Ph.C,  of  Dublin. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  seconded  by  Mr.  Batt, 
Mr.  James  E.  Cooke,  Ph.C,  the  Medical  Hall,  Gorey, 
was  elected  a  member. 

Reports  received  from  the  following  committees  were 
adopted  :  the  Law  Committee,  the  House  Committee,  the- 
School  Committee,  the  Certificates  Committee,  and  the- 
Declarations  Committee. 

The  Council  Meeting  Day. 
The  Chairman  moved  in  accordance  with  notice  of 
motion  : 

"That  Regulation  I.  (meetings  of  the  Council)  be  altered 
by  the  substitution  of  '  the  first  Tuesday '  for  '  the  first 
Wednesday  '  as  the  stated  day  for  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Council." 

He  said  they  were  bringing  this  matter  up  on  notice 
of  motion  largely  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  what 
was  the  general  opinion  of  the  Council.  There  is  difficulty 
in  obtaining  a  quorum  owing  to  the  half-holiday.  After 
Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Michie,  and  Mr.  Tate  had  spokenr 
further  consideration  of  the  matter  was  postponed  until 
the  next  meeting. 

Ireland  and  Medical  Benefit. 
The  Chairman  reported  that,  as  instructed  by  the  Law 
Committee,  he  had  attended  with  Mr.  Wells  and  Dr. 
Walsh  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  desirability  of  extending  Medical  Benefit  under 
the  National  Insurance  Act  to  Ireland.  The  Committee 
asked  for  only  one  witness,  and  he  had  been  requested 
to  give  evidence.  The  members  of  the  Council  had  now 
before  them  most  of  the  evidence  given  both  on  behalf 
of  the.  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland.  That  evi- 
dence spoke  for  itself.  He  thought  they  might  take  it 
that  the  Committee  were  sympathetic  to  the  claims  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  thought  the  Committee 
recognised  that  they  were  not  claiming  anything  extra- 
vagant, that  they  were  merely  claiming  a  recognition  in 
connection  with  Insurance  dispensing  of  the  same  kind 
as  that  which  they  possessed  in  connection  with  dis- 
pensing in  shops.  With  reference  to  the  dropping  of  the 
claim  to  be  represented  on  the  Insurance  Commission- 
and  their  asking  merely  to  be  represented  on  the  Com- 
mittees, there  were  strong  reasons,  of  course,  why  they 
would  like  to  get  on  the  Commission ;  but  apart  from 
the  fact  that  it  was  most  unlikely  that  they  would  ever 
get  on  it,  there  was  the  argument  against  having  a 
representative  on  the  Commission,  that  he  would  become 
rather  a  State  representative  than  a  representative  of 
the  chemists.  He  would  be  -a  salaried  Commissioner, 
and  would  not  necessarily  be  in  business  at  all.  Mr. 
Watson  proceeded  to  speak  about  the  evidence 
which  had  been  given  by  the  representatives  of 
the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society,  and  to  what  he 
might  call  their  misrepresentation  of  the  position  of 
affairs  as  between  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the 
chemists  and  druggists.  It  was,  of  course,  difficult  in 
an  examination  such  as  that  which  took  place  at  the 
Committee  to  get  matters  such  as  the  differences  in 
cheir  qualifications  understood  by  the  Committee;  but 
he  did  not  think  that  some  of  the  evidence  which  had 
been  given  by  the  representatives  of  the  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Society  tended  to  put  the  position  as  clearly 
as  it  might  have  been  put  before  the  Committee.  They 
reiterated  the  old  complaint  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  of  1875  ignored  the  chemists  and  druggists  then 
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in  business.  Of  course,  there  was  a  complication  m 
the  Act  caused  by  the  attempt  to  provide  for  two  classes 
of  pharmacists  in  Ireland— pharmaceutical  chemists  and 
chemists  and  druggists.  He  supposed  that  most  ot 
them  were  aware  that  in  1875  the  Council  of  that  time, 
as  authorised  by  Section  15  of  the  Act,  adopted  one 
grade  only— that  of  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Notice  ot 
motion  had  been  given  by  a  member  of  the  Council 
who  proposed  that  the  title  "chemist  and  druggist 
should  be  open  to  acquisition  on  a  lower  examination 
being  passed,  and  that  it  should  mean  a  person  entitled 
to  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  drugs  and  poisons, 
but  not  for  the  compounding  of  prescriptions.  The 
Council,  however,  was  not  authorised  by  the  Act  to  make 
such  a  distinction.  Section  21  showed  that  the  chemists 
and  druggists  contemplated  by  the  Act  were  to  be  dis- 
pensers of  prescriptions,  because  the  same  subjects,  one 
of  them  being  practical  pharmacy,  were  included  in  the 
examination  for  both  grades,  and  i!  the  Council 
established  two  grades  under  the  Act  both  must  have 
equal  rights.  Under  these  circumstances  the  motion  was 
withdrawn.  This  was  exactly  what  had  occurred.  From 
the  evidence  given  by  the  chemists  and  druggists  at  the 
Committee  it  would  appear  that  the  facts  were  some- 
what different. 

Mr.  Wells  said  Dr.  Walsh  and  he  were  present  at 
the  sitting  of  the  Committee.  The  Vice-President  _  had 
put  the  matter  very  fully  and  very,  ably  for  the  Society. 

Mr.  Blair  :  I  am  sure  he  would. 

Mr.  Wells  said  that  one  thing  that  pleased  him 
about  the  inquiry  was  that  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee seemed  to  have  a  very  good  knowledge  of  the 
position  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  They  had  only 
to  read  the  examination  of  the  Vice-President  and  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Society  to  see  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  evidently  gone  to  considerable  trouble  to 
make  themselves  familiar  with  the  position  of  affairs  in 
Ireland.  There  was  one  thing  that  he  could  not  under- 
stand about  their  friends  the  druggists  in  Belfast,  and 
that  was  that  time  after  time  they  came  up  and  they 
made  statements  that  they  must  know  were  absolutely 
contrary  to  the  facts.  They  spoke  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  as  a  body  that  persecuted  them  and  from  whom 
they  could  get  nothing.  They  insinuated  very  clearly  at 
the  Committee  that  when  the  Act  passed  in  1875  the 
chemists  and  druggists  of  that  day  had  the  right  to 
compound  prescriptions.  He  (Mr.  Wells)  knew,  as  one 
of  them  himself,  that  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  that 
day  did  not  claim  the  right  to  dispense  prescriptions.  If 
he  had  thought  that  he  had  the  right  he  did  not  think 
he  would  have  gone  to  the  trouble  of  going  in  for 
examination.  The  members  of  the  Committee  seemed 
to  thoroughly  understand  the  position  of  affairs,  and 
they  cross-examined  until  they  drew  out  the  clear  ad- 
mission that  they  knew  they  had  no  right  to  compound 
prescriptions,  and  that  they  never  had  such  a  right. 

The  Chairman  said  that  although  the  hearing  they 
received  at  the  Committee  seemed  to  be  favourable  the 
fight  was  not  over,  because  unquestionably  if  the  Com- 
mittee carried  out  their  evident  intention  of  proposing 
the  extension  of  medical  benefit  to  the  six  principal 
towns,  a  very  strong  effort  would  be  made  by  the 
chemists  and  druggists  to  have  some  of  the  suggestions 
they  had  made  at  the  Committee  carried  out. 

This  was  all  the  public  business. 


Preliminary  Examination. 

William  John  Moore,  Londonderry,  passed  with  honours. 
The  following-  also  passed:  (Alice  Mary  Counihan,  Rath- 
mines=William  Joseph  Redmond,  Galway) ;  Hugh  Patrick 
Montgomery,  Callan ;  Samuel  McLoughlin,  Rathfriland; 
Robert  Wm.  Knagg-s,  Clones;  Hymen  Dorsky,  Dublin; 
James  Bonnar,  Belfast;  Charles  Ambrose  Talbot'  Kilkeel; 
Elizabeth  Teresa  Condon,  Tipperary ;  John  Trevor  Nicholl, 
Belfast;  Joseph  Kissane,  Tipperary;  Wm.  Ferris  Anketell,' 
Newry ;  Thomas  Walter  Kerr,  Lurgan ;  Henrietta  Clara 
Kelly,  Armagh ;  Laurence  Nugent  Cleary,  Belfast ;  Eugene 
Kennedy,  Fermoy ;  John  Orlando  Arthurs,  Rathgar ;  James 
Patrick  Hayes,  Dublin.    Sixteen  candidates  were  rejected. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 

OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Evening  Meeting. 

AT  the  last  evening  meeting  of  the  session  held  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  on  April  8, 
there  was  an  attendance  of  about  fifty.  The  President 
(Mr.  C.  B.  Allen)  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr. 
F.  A.  Rogers  and  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish.  Among  those 
present  were  Mr.  R.  R.  Benrrett,  Mr.  W.  Browne,  Mr. 
H.  Deane,  Mr.  E.  H.  Farr,  Mr.  H.  Finnemore,  Mr.  H. 
Wippell  Gadd,  Mr.  E.  F.  Harrison,  Mr.  W.  L.  Howie, 
Mr.  Peter  MacEwan,  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  Dr. 
W.  H.  Martindale,  and  Mr.  R.  Wright. 

The  President  briefly  introduced  Dr.  F.  B.  Power,  who 
read  a  paper  by  himself  and  Mr.  H.  Browning,  M.Sc, 
from  the  Wellcome  Chemical  Research  Laboratories,  on  the 
"  Chemical  Examination  of  Euphorbia  pilulifera"  as  well 
as  one  by  himself  and  Dr.  Arthur  H.  Salway,  on  the 
"  Chemical  Examination  of  the  Roots  of  Phaseolus  multi- 
florus."    (See  index  folio  544.) 

A  discussion  followed  the  papers,  which  we  epitomise  : 
Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  said  that  some  years  ago  he  was  con- 
sulted regarding  a  pony  which  died  after  eating  some  roots 
of  French  bean.  The  saponin  might  probably  account  for 
the  fatal  result.  He  also  stated  that  the  difference  in  the 
toxicity  of  wild  and  cultivated  plants  has  not  received  the 
attention  it  deserves.  As  an  example,  he  mentioned  that 
celery  in  the  wild  state  is  poisonous. 

Mr.  MacEwan  said  that  pharmacy  is  indebted  to  Dr. 
Power  and  his  co-workers  for  a  large  number  of  systematic 
researches  on  plants.  Comparing  the  results  with  those 
recorded  in  Dragendorff's  "  Plant  Analysis  "  the  contrast  is 
remarkable.  It  is  interesting  to  note  also  that  Dr.  Power 
has  discovered  that  certain  polyhydric  alcohols  and  phenolic 
constituents  are  widely  distributed  in  plants  irrespective  of 
their  origin.  In  time  pharmacologists  may  be  able  to  collate 
the  results  and  attribute  specific  action  to  those  plants  where 
no  definite  alkaloid  is  present. 

Mr.  Deane  said  the  differences  between  cultivated  and 
wild  plants  may  not  be  due  to  cultivation ;  the  plant  may 
have  been  altered  by  selection  so  that  a  new  variety  has 
resulted. 

Mr.  Mabsden  gave  some  particulars  regarding  Mr. 
Titherley's  work  on  allantoin,  which  substance  is  used  in 
fairly  large  quantities  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Finnemore  gave  an  instance  where,  after  a  wet 
summer,  vegetable  marrow  had  caused  serious  symptoms  in 
those  who  ate  it,  his  suggestion  being  that  an  unpropitious 
season  had  thrown  back  the  vegetable  to  its  natural  state. 

Mr.  Harrison  thought  the  essential  oil  of  Euphorbia  the 
only  constituent  to  which  could  be  attributed  the  reputed 
value  of  the  drug  in  asthma. 

Dr.  Power,  in  reply,  said  any  cyanogenetic  constituent 
would  not  be  lost,  as  the  material  was  only  air-dried.  If 
Phaseolus  multiflorus  is  actually  a  perennial,  and  not  an 
annual,  tuberous  roots  might  be  acquired.  As  regards  the 
effect  of  climate,  he  stated  that  in  Russia  conium  is  said  to 
be  used  as  a  salad,  but  in  South  Europe  the  plant  is  in- 
tensely poisonous.  Although  in  Euphorbia  pilulifera 
nothing  had  been  found  to  which  a  specific  physiological 
action  could  be  attributed,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  plant 
has  no  therapeutic  effect.  Rhubarb  is  a  case  in  point.  No 
clinical  experiments  have  been  made,  so  that  the  value  of 
Euphorbia  in  asthma  cannot  be  gauged. 

The  authors  received  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Three  Other  Papers 
were  contributed  by  Mr.  James  Small,  Ph.C.  The  first 
concerned  a  new  adulterant  of  buchu,  the  botanical  origin 
of  which  it  had  not  been  possible  to  trace.  It  has  a  bitter 
and  slightly  aromatic  taste,  but  rro  oil-glands  are  seen 
under  the  microscope.  The  second  paper  concerned  false 
nux-vomica  seeds.  These  contain  no  strychnine,  and  are 
not  bitter  to  the  taste.  The  seeds  are  lighter  in  colour 
than  those  of  Strychnos  Nux-vomica,  and  have  a  ridge 
round  the  edge.  The  botanical  origin  of  the  seeds  is  not 
known.  The  last  paper,  which  was  illustrated  by  about 
twenty  lantern  slides  showing  about  fifty  varieties  of 
hairs,  was  a  resume,  of  a  painstaking  research  as  to  the 
diagnostic  value  of  the  hairs  of  plants.  He  concluded 
that  the  microscopic  study  of  hairs  has  considerable  value 
as  a  means  of  identifying  plants. 
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WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 


Veterinary  Operations  (Anaesthetics)  Bill. 

Mr.  Walter  Guinness,  M.P.,  has  reintroduced  his  Bill 
to  compel  the  use  of  a  general  anaesthetic  when  animals 
are  submitted  to  certain  operations. 

Owners'  Risk  Railway  Rates. 

Mr.  Buxton  has  informed  Mr.  Bathurst  that  he  is  not 
yet  in  a  position  to  make  any  statement  in  regard  to  the 
promised  inquiry  into  the  question  of  existing  railway 
rates  and  their  effect  upon  trade  and  industry.  He  has 
obtained  a  statement  in  regard  to  existing  railway  rates, 
and  the  matter  is  receiving  attention. 

The  Shops  Act. 

Urgent  representations  were  ma-de  on  Monday  evening  to 
the  London  Unionist  members  by  the  Non-Compulsory 
Closing  Association  as  to  the  unfairness  of  the  Shops  Act, 
the  partial  character  of  the  exemptions,  and  the  different 
ways  in  which  the  magistrates  and  local  authorities 
administer  the  Act.  It  was  stated  that  whereas  in  Not- 
tingham 20,000  out  of  25,000  tradesmen  have  been 
exempted,  in  Plymouth  not  a  single  inspector  has  been 
appointed. 

Parcel-post  Insurance. 
The  Postmaster-General  has  informed  Colonel  Yate, 
M.P.,  that  the  system  of  insurance  of  parcels  is  in  opera- 
tion between  the  United  Kingdom  and  all  European 
countries  except  Greece  and  Spain.  It  is  also  in  opera- 
tion between  the  United  Kingdom  and  practically  the 
whole  of  the  British  Empire,  except  Canada  and  South 
Africa.  He  is  keeping  the  matter  in  view,  and  neglecting 
no  opportunity  of  pressing  these  Dominions  to  adopt  tTie 
arrangement. 

Celluloid  Precautions. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  City  and  L.C.C.  Bills 
now  before  the  House  of  Commons  for  dealing  with  the 
manufacture  and  storage  of  celluloid  articles  will  shortly 
come  up  for  second  reading,  probably  one  day  next  week 
at  8.15  p.m.  Both  Bills  are  blocked  by  Mr.  William 
Pearce,  M.P.  for  Limeh-ouse,  whose  contention  is  that  the 
subject  should  be  legislated  upon  by  the  Government  itself, 
and  that  in  any  case  no  effort  should  be  made  in  this 
direction  until  the  Departmental  Committee  which  is  con- 
sidering the  whole  question  has  presented  its  report  to  the 
Home  Office.  This  Committee  held  another  sitting  for  the 
taking  of  evidence  on  Thursday,  April  10. 

Veterinary  Surgeons  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

The  following  preamble  to  this  measure  of  four  clauses 
shows  its  scope  : 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  persons  registered 
as  existing  practitioners  under  section  fifteen  of  the 
Veterinary  Surgeons  Act,  1881.  are  subject  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  tho  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  as  con- 
ferred on  them  by  that  Act  in  respect  of  persons  on  the 
Register  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  :  And  whereas  it  is  desir- 
able that  persons  registered  as  existing  practitioners  shall 
be  entitled  to  stylo  themselves  veterinary  surgeons:  And 
whereas  the  profession  of  veterinary  surgeons  is  not  pro- 
tected from  unqualified  persons  practising  as  such  under  the 
cover  of  registration  under  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  Act: 
And  whereas  it  is  desirable  to  provide  further  funds  for 
the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  to  enaBle  it  to 
conduct  examinations,  prosecutions,  and  inquiries  autho- 
rised by  statute  and  generally  to  carry  out  such  other  objects 
or  duties  as  may  be  considered  beneficial  to  tho  veterinary 
profession  and  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  the  art  and 
science  of  veterinary  medicine  and  surgery  :  Be  it  enacted, 
etc. 

The  clauses  remedy  the  disabilities  referred  to. 
Ventilation  of  St.  Stephen's. 

As  announced  in  the  C.  <£•  Z>.,  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ments made  a  few  days  ago  by  Dr.  Leonard  Hill,  F.R.S., 
as  to  the  ventilation  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  com- 
municated to  the  House  on  April  3  by  Dr.  Addison,  M.P., 
at  whose  instance  Dr.  Hill  undertook  the  task.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks  on  the  Office  of  Works  vote  Dr. 
Addison  said  : 


Professor  Hill  carried  out  from  my  instruction  some 
experiments  to  show  how  rapidly  we  lose  heat  in  this  House 
and  how  rapidly  the  -air  moves.  A  thermometer  in  an 
ordinary  comfortable  room  falls  from  100°  to  97°  F.  in 
about  three  and  a-half  minutes  surrounded  with  a  wet 
jacket  and  so  on.  Under  the  Gallery  last  Tuesday  it  took 
four  minutes  and  thirty-eight  seconds  with  one  apparatus, 
and  four  minutes  and  twenty-eight  seconds  with  another. 
The  conditions  under  the  special  Gallery  were  with  the  first 
experiment  four  minutes  and  fifty  seconds,  and  with  the 
second  four  minutes  and  thirty  seconds.  In  the  Library 
it  took  four  minutes  and  thirty-five  seconds  in  the  first 
instance,  and  four  minutes  and  fifteen  seconds  in  the  second 
instance.  In  the  lobby,  four  minutes  and  thirty  seconds 
and  four  minutes  and  ten  seconds.  That  is  to  say,  the 
average  time  it  took  for  this  thing  to  cool  down  was  four 
minutes  and  thirty-two  seconds,  which  is  a  whole  minute 
longer  than  the  average  room  in  which  we  feel  comfortable. 
You  have  a  loss  of  heat  from  your  body,  and  when  we  are 
sitting  closely  packed  together,  it  must  be  very  much  greater, 
because  we  keep  one  another  heated  up — I  do  not  mean 
by  controversy,  but  by  preventing  the  escape  of  heat — and 
we  have  a  diminished  loss  in  this  House  of  over  20  per 
cent,  of  what  it  would  be  in  an  ordinary  comfortable  room. 

National  Health  Insurance. 
Amendment  Bill. — Mr.  Clement  Edwardes,  M.P.,  intro- 
duced on  April  9  a  Bill  to  provide  for  an  amendment  of  the 
Act  by  making  provision  for  an  additional  contribution 
of  Id.  from  employers  and  to  enable  Death  Benefit  to  be- 
paid. 

Chemists'  Account  Forms. — Mr.  Robertson,  in  reply 
to  a  question  by  Mr.  Bathurst  on  Thursday,  said  it  is 
intended  that  cheirusts  should  include  various  amounts 
under  "Miscellaneous"  which  cannot  be  grouped  by 
values  under  other  headings.  He  assured  Mr.  Bathurst 
that  it  is  with  a  view  to  absolute  preciseness  that  the 
forms  were  drawn  up. 

Increased  Value  of  Medical  Practices. — The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  informed  Mr.  J.  King,  M.P., 
that  he  is  well  aware  that  medical  practices  have  increased 
in  value  under  the  National  Insurance  Act,  but  he  is 
unable  to  adopt  the  suggestion  that  he  should  impose  in 
his  forthcoming  Budget  an  increment  duty  on  transferred' 
medical  practices. 

Medical  Benefit  Committee. — Replying  to  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy  on  April  3,  the  Prime  Minister  said  the  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  question  of  the  extension  of  Medical 
Benefit  to  Ireland  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Treasury. 
Sanction  to  the  payment  of  its  expenses  from  public  funds 
was  given  by  that  Board,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Mr.  Asquith  added  par- 
ticulars of  precedents  for  the  appointment  and  the  expenses 
incurred. 

Fenton  Pill  Case. — Replying  to  Mr.  King  on  Monday 
regarding  the  Fenton  pill  case,  reported  in  the  0.  <t  D. 
last  week,  Mr.  J.  W.  Robertson  (on  behalf  of  Mr.  Master- 
man,  who  has  been  ordered  to  take  a  complete  rest)  said 
the  Commissioners  have  seen  a  report  of  the  case.  If 
any  representations  are  made  to  them  that  the  inclusion 
or  continuance  on  the  panel  of  any  chemist  will  be  pre- 
judicial to  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  they  may  after 
inquiry  exclude  or  remove  such  chemist  from  the  panel. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Insurance  Committee  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  a  proper  and  sufficient 
supply  of  drugs  and  medicines  for  the  insured  persons  in 
their  areas. — Mr.  King  :  Are  the  Insurance  Commissioners 
open  to  receive  suggestions  only  from  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittees or  from  insured  persons  or  members  of  the  public? 

— Mr.  Robertson  :  I  do  not  know  whether  ■  . — Mr, 

King  :  From  the  answer  given  me  I  understand  that  per- 
sons may  be  removed  from  the  list.  From  whom  may  these 
representations  proceed  ?  Must  they  proceed  from  Insur- 
ance Committees  or  insured  persons  ? — Mr.  Robertson  :  I 
take  it  that  they  may  be  received  from  any  responsible 
persons. 

[Mr.  King,  in_  his  question,  spoke  of  the  defendants  as 
"  a  firm  of  chemists,"  but  it  is  a  limited  company. — Editoe, 
C.  &  D.J  

Telephone  List. — Mr.  Rex  Blanchford,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, 76  High  Street,  Wimbledon,  has  brought  out  a  new 
ed'tion  of  his  local  telephone  list.  The  list  is  interleaved 
with  advertisements  of  local  traders,  and  one  page  is  devoted 
to  a  herbal  recipe  for  hacking  cough,  to  which  a  romance  is. 
attached. 
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FESTIVITIES. 


"P.D."  Bohemian  Concert. 

Mb.  F.  M.  Fisk  (President  of  the  "P.D."  Cricket  and 
.Swimming  Clubs  connected  with  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  & 
<Co.'s  establishments  in  London)  presided  at  a  Bohemian 
concert  given  by  the  Clubs  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker 
■Street,  London,  W.,  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  9.  The 
■company  numbered  over  400,  and  the  Concert  Committee, 
■consisting  of  Messrs.  W.  D.  Astill,  F.  J.  Davy,  C.  E. 
MacMillan,  and  H.  Phippard,  provided  a  programme  of 
about  forty  items  of  a  very  varied  character,  the  contribu- 
tors being  members  of  the  staffs  and  a  few  professionals. 
The  concert  was  opened  by  Miss  V.  Haselden  and  Miss  M. 
McKechnie  with  a  pianoforte  duet,  and  the  proceedings 
went  merrily  with  growing  enthusiasm  until  11  o'clock, 
-when  a  most  successful  concert  was  finished  up  with  "  God 
■save  the  King."  Among  the  most  popular  items  were  Miss 
Bessie  McKechnie  and  Miss  E.  M.  Sharpe's  duet  and  solo 
singing,  Mr.  A.  L.  Taylor's  fine  tenor  songs.  Miss  Frances 
Herbert's  ragtime  items,  the  playing  and  singing  of  Pat, 
Doris,  and  Avice  (a  clever  trio),  Mr.  Victor  Maisev's  cornet 
solo,  and  Miss  Elsie  Thomas's  recitation.  Mr.  G.  C.  Ander- 
son and  Mr.  G.  R.  H.  Clark  accompanied. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

A  Dinneb  to  celebrate  the  majority  of  this  Association  w.as 
held  in  the  Carlton  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  on  April  2.  Mr. 
Archibald  Currie  (Chairman)  presided,  and  Messrs.  J.  S.  B. 
Heddle  (Hon.  Treasurer)  and  J.  Blenkiron  (Hon.  Secretary) 
acted  as  croupiers.  After  dinner,  the  loyal  toast,  <and  the 
"toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  " 
(proposed  by  the  Chairman,  and  acknowledged  by  Mr.  J.  P. 
Gilmour),  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  gave  the  toast  of  the 
evening,  "  The  Edinburgh  District'  Chemists'  Trade  Asso- 
ciation," recalling  the  objects  of  its  formation  and  the  work 
it  has  achieved.  The  Chairman,  in  responding,  said  he 
had  been  well  upheld  by  his  colleagues,  and  he  thought  the 
Association  would  do  good  work  in  the  future,  as  it  had 
done  in  the  past.  Other  toasts  were  "  The  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,"  by  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  acknowledged  by 
Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing;  "The  Medical  Profession,"  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Stephenson,  with  reply  by  Dr.  John  Cumming ; 
"  Kindred  Associations,"  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Forret — Mr.  J.  P. 
'Gilmour  and  Mr.  D.  W.  Nicolson  replying.  During  the 
evening  Messrs.  Boa,  Duncan,  Gilmour,  Hill,  McCairn, 
McNab,  Marshall,  and  Tait  contributed  to  the  lighter  part 
■of  the  entertainment. 

A  Ladies'  Dinners. 

An  unusually  successful  dinner  was  held  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  on  April  9,  in  con- 
nection with  the  South-West  London  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion. It  was  the  first  dinner  of  the  Association,  and  the 
large  proportion  of  ladies  present  was  a  noticeable  feature 
of  the  event.  Mr.  John  Keall  (President)  presided  over 
a  company  of  about  180,  among  those  present  being  Mrs. 
Keall,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edmund  White,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock, 
Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat,  Mr.  G.  A.  Tocher,  Mr.  Chas.  Ryall, 
F.R.C.S.,  and  several  other  doctors  and  their  wives,  Mr. 
Proctor  Atkinson,  Mr.  H.  C.  Wright,  Mr.  S.  Jamieson, 
Mr.  A.  R.  Arrowsmith,  Mr.  C.  W.  Martin,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
"W.  H.  Gov,  Mr.  S.  J.  Massey,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Mason.  After  dinner  the  Chairman  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  the  keynote  of  his  speech 
being  a  spirit  of  optimism,  which  he  stated  is  due  to  the 
brighter  outlook  of  pharmacy  within  the  last  twelve  months. 
Mr.  E.  White  (Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society) 
replied  in  a  humorous  speech  directed  against  those  who 
deliver  long  discourses  after  dinner.  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones, 
M.P.,  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Medical  Profession."  There 
has  never  been  a  time  when  such  a.  toast  is  more  opportune 
at  a  pharmaceutical  gathering.  The  duties  of  the  junior 
partner  in  the  practice  of  medicine  have  been  better  defined 
through  recent  events,  which  will  be,  he  6aid,  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  doctors  and  chemists  as  well  as  the  public. 
Future  generations  will  look  back  to  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act  as  the  start  of  a  new  era  of  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine on  risht  lines.  Dr.  E.  R.  Badcock,  M.R.C  P.,  and 
Mr.  Chas.  Rvall,  F.R.C  S.,  reolied.  Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat 
proposed  "  The  South-West  London  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion," referring  to  the  forthcoming  Council  election.  The 
President,  replying,  said  that  there  are  only  two  or  three 
registered  men  in  the  district  covered  bv  the  Association 
who  are  not  members.  The  toast  of  "The  Visitors"  was 
proposed  from  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock, 
replying  in  happy  vein,  emphasised  the  good  augury  of  such 


Mb. 


Phillips. 


a  successful  gathering.  During  the  evening  a  fine  musical 
programme  was  gone  through. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  King's  Hall  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  which  is  one 
of  London's  largest  dining-rooms,  was  well  filled  with  guests 
at  the  thirty-sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  on  April  3,  the  company  numbering  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  chair 
was  taken  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent (Mr.  F.  _  W.  Crossley- 
Holland)  owing  to  the 
absence  of  the  President  (Mr. 
P.  B.  Phillips)  through  illness. 
The  sour  tables  were  presided 
over  by  Messrs.  A.  R.  Arrow- 
smith,  H.  Hickey,  C.  W. 
Martin,  C.  S.  Presant,  A.  J. 
Rickford,  W.  Roberts,  and 
A.  H.  Solomon.  Among 
others  present  we  noted  Mr. 
C.  B.  Allen  (President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society),  Mr. 

E.  T.  Neathercoat,  Mr. 
W.  J.  U.  Woolcock,  Dr. 
Macnaughton-Jones,  Dr.  C. 
Atkin  Swan,  Messrs.  C.  T. 
Allen,    A.   Proctor  Atkinson, 

F.  W.  Ashton,  F.  S.  Booth, 
C.  Brooks,  W.  Browne,  R.  R.  Bennett,  E.  H.  Brittain, 
F.  J.  Cakebread,  A.  J.  Bullen  Cooper,  P.  Cheetham,  Lionel 
Cooper,  R.  D.  Dixon,  S.  Donally^  H.  B.  Everson,  W.  J. 
Gill,  C.  W.  Gosling,  A.  Haigh,  F.  A.  Hocking,  V.  C.  Hew- 
lett, H.  S.  Kutnow,  S.  Kutnow,  A.  Latrielle,  R.  Lowns- 
brough,  S.  J.  Massey,  C.  A.  Noble,  F.  Naylor,  Owen,  E. 
Pickering,  H.  Raithby  Procter,  J.  W.  Royle,  A.  Shillcock, 
E.  F.  Shackleford,  S.  C.  G.  Tweedy,  F.  W.  Truman, 
Warrick,  J.  B.  Wiggington,  and  T.  R.  Williams.  Grace 
was  said  by  the  Rev.  M.  Crossley-Holland.  After  the 
dinner  the  loyal  toast  was  duly  honoured.  Then 
that  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  "  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
W.  Roberts  (Hon.  Secretary),  who  made  the  "hit"  of  tti3 
evening.  It  was  not  so  much  what  the  speaker  said,  as  the 
eloquent  way  in  which  he  said  it.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  in  replying,  referred 
to  the  likeness  of  the  pharmacist  to  a  cross  between  the 
cuckoo  and  the  camel.  The  cuckoo  never  lavs  its  eggs  in  its 
own  nest,  and  even  if  it  does  so,  never  watches  the  effects  of 
its  act;  while  the  camel  is  the  bearer  of  many  burdens,  and 
always  has  the  hump.  Referring  to  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act,  he  said  pharmacists  seem  to  have  secured  their 
proper  position,  but  at  present  they  are  in  the  throes  of  a 
Departmental  inquiry.  Mr.  R.  R.  Bennett  next  proposed 
the  toast  of  "The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,"  cha- 
racterising it  as  not  only  one  of  the  oldest,  but  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  prosperous  Associations  in  London.  He 
referred  to  the  opportunity  which  would  this  year  be  pre- 
sented for  the  members  to  assist,  _  as  he  hoped  they  would, 
in  the  arrangements  for  entertaining  visitors  to  the  Jubilee 
meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference.  The 
toast  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Crossley-Holland,  who 
expressed  his  regret  that  the  President  was  too  unwell 
to  be  present  in  what  should  have  been  his  night  of 
triumph.  He  then  read  the  speech  which  Mr.  Phillips 
had  prepared  for  the  occasion,  which  was  a  call  to 
assistants  to  unite  and  so  continue  to  help  each  other.  The 
Chairman  then  proposed  "The  Guests,"  to  which  Dr. 
Macnaughton-Jones  and  Dr.  C.  A.  Swan  replied.  The 
former  recalled  the  fact  that  at  a  previous  pharmaceutical 
function  he  referred  to  prehistoric  pharmacy,  and  that  in 
consequence  he  was  portrayed  as  a  prehistoric  pharmacist 
attended  by  a  scantily  f^ad  young  lady,  who  was  dancing 
to  pass  the  time  away.  This  time  he  would  tell  a  few  Irish 
anecdotes.  Dr.  Macnaughton-Jones  then  told  some  quaintly 
humorous  stories,  which  were  much  arjpreciated  by  the 
audience.  Finishing  these,  he  said:  "You  know,  there  is 
no  gathering  at  which  I  feel  so  much  at  home  as  a  phar- 
macists' meeting.  All  my  recollections  go  back  to  the  time, 
many  years  ago  now.  when  I  was  employed  in  making  up 
phvsic.  My  first  publication  was  a  table  of  the  strengths 
and  doses  of  pharmaceutical  preparations,  which  was  ver1- 
favourably  reviewed  in  '  The  Lancet  '  at  the  time."  A 
good  musical  programme  occupied  the  intervals  between  the 
speeches,  the  piano  sketches  of  Miss  Olive  Fox  being  par- 
ticularly well  received. 

Honey  Imposts. — About  26,727  cwt.  of  honey  was  imported 
into  the  Hnited  Kingdom  in  1911,  as-ainst  32.032  cwt.  in 
1910.  The  West  Indies  supplied  9,097  cwt.  in  1911  and 
14.160  cwt.  in  1910;  the  United  States  sent  6,635  cwt.  in 
1911  and  8,002  cwt.  in  1910. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  Duyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  April  10. 

THE  drug  and  chemical  markets  remain  in  a~more  or  less 
quiet  condition,  with  business  restricted  in  many 
directions.  The  contemplated  alterations  in  the  American 
tariff,  some  of  which  are  of  a  drastic  character,  impede 
business  with  the  Republic,  and  no  resumption  of  buying 
on  a  normal  ecale  can  be  expected  until  the  tariff  becomes 
law.  Market  alterations  this  week  have  been  mostly  down- 
wards, including  a  decline  in  cocaine,  cod-liver  oil,  and 
cream  of  tartar.  Prices  of  mercurials  are  now  net,  and  the 
scale  has  been  readjusted  in  buyers'  favour.  Foreign 
tartaric  acid  is  the  turn  cheaper,  and  ammonia  sulphate 
is  weak.  Menthol  is  in  easier  tendency,  with  fair  arrivals. 
German  potato  spirit  is  very  firm,  and  an  advance  of  Id. 
in  British  grain  spirit  is  talked  of.  Castor  oil  is  steady, 
colocynth-pulp  firmer,  ergot  tending  easier,  and  kola  scarce. 
Quinine  nominal  and  shellac  lower  at  auction.  The 
principal  changes  are  as  under  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Lead- 

Coconut  oil 

Ammonia 

Cocaine 

compounds 

Colocynth- 

sulphate 

Cod-liver  oil 

Linseed  oil 

pulp 

Ergot 

Cream  of 

Mace  (W.I.) 

Ginger 

Menthol 

tartar 

Pepper  (black. 

(African) 

Tartaric  acid 

Mercurials 

to  arrive) 

Nutmegs 

Shellac 

Vanilla 

(W.I.) 

(auction) 

Turpentine 

Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  April  10.— The  cod-fishing  in  the  Lofoten  dis- 
tricts is  now  finished,  and  the  first  reports  from  Finmarken 
are  promising.  Market  for  finest  non-congealing  new 
Norwegian  oil  is  quiet  and  lower  at  114s.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 

Amsterdam,  April  3.— At  the  auction  of  cinchona  held 
here  to-day,  13,818  packages  were  offered,  of  which  6.151 
packages  sold  at  the  average  unit  of  4.30c.  per  half  kilo., 
as  compared  with  4.31c.  paid  at  the  anction  on  Febru- 
ary 27.  The  approximate  quantities  of  quinine  purchased 
by  the  various  factories  were  as  follows  :  (1)  The  English 
and  American  factories,  10,614  kilos. ;  (2)  the  Brunswick 
factory,  4,054  kilos. ;  (3)  the  Mannheim  factory,  5,882 
kilos.  ;  (4)  the  Amsterdam  factory,  1,239  kilos. ;  (5)  the 
Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories,  4,599  kilos. ;  (6)  the 
Maarssen  factory,  1,109  kilos. ;  (7)  various  buyers,  4,485 
kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  manufacturing  bark  ranged 
from  9c.  to  42fc.  per  half  kilo.,  and  for  druggists'  bark 
from  7^-c.  to  51^c.  [Since  the  auction  a  further  400  bales 
have  been  sold.]  Of  the  coca-leaves  127,980  kilos,  out 
of  143,677  kilos,  offered  were  sold  at  an  average  unit  of 
16.53c.  per  half  kilo.,  against  18.87c.  at  the  previous 
auction. 

London  Markets. 

Alcohol.— A  report  is  current  that  the  price  of  British 
grain  spirit  may  be  raised  by  Id.  per  pf.  gal.  from  May  1. 
German  potato  spirit  remains  very  firm,  and  prices  are  in 
upward  tendency. 

Aloes. — The  exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
during  January  1913  amounted  to  30,737  lb.,  valued  at 
378Z.,  as  compared  with  51,013  lb.,  valued  at  495?.,  in  1912. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  from  the  Union 
by  countries  of  destination  during  1912  as  compared  with 
1911  : 

1911  1912 

To                         lb.             £  lb.  £ 

United  Kingdom                £46,433      5,306  440,473  4,460 

British  East  Africa      ...        —            —  50  1 

Belgium                                 —  4,382  44 

France                           ...     11,573         111  5,968  65 

Germany                           188,637      1.928  197,332  2,166 

Portuguese  East  Africa...           40            1  — 

United  States                       55,106         563  150,277  1,720 


801.789      7,909      798,482  8,456 

Anise  Oil  (Star). — Very  quiet,  with  spot  offering  at 
6s.  8c?.,  and  to  arrive  Red  Ship  brand  offers  at  6.s.  3c?.  to 
6s.  3^c?.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Asafetida. — About  900  packages  new  arrivals  will  be- 
offered  next  week.  The  bulk  is  of  fair  medium  quality, 
with  a  few  lots  of  fine. 

Bergamot  Oil  remains  practically  unaltered  at  24s.  6d. 
per  lb.  c.i.f.  upwards  for  38  to  40  per  cent,  esters. 

Bt/chu. — The  exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
during  January  1913  amounted  to  10,427  lb.,  valued  at 
2.208?.,  against  14,7341b.,  valued  at  1,789?.,  in  1912.  Tha 
following  statement  shows  the  exports  from  the  Union  by 
countries  of  destination  during  1912  as  ■  compared  with, 
1911  : 

1911  1912 
To  lb.  £  lb.  £ 

United  Kingdom       ...    155,812      23,349      115,620  16,679 

France    —  992  95 

Germany    18,305        3,382        14,692  2,745 

United  estates   37,965        5,916        91,717  18,745 


212,082      29,647      223,021  38,264 
Camphor. — Retail  sales  of  China  crude  have  been  made 
at  172s.  6d.  on  spot. 

Cassia  Oil. — Very  quiet,  with  sellers  of  80  to  85  per 
cent,  at  3s.  3c?.,  75  to  80  per  cent,  at  3s.  I5C?.,  and  70  to> 
75  per  cent,  at  2s.  lid.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  shipment  within 
the  next  two  months. 

Castor  Oil. — Steady.  English  make  of  first  pressing  is 
quoted  at  29Z.  for  prompt,  May  at  28?.  10s.,  June  at  281., 
and  July-December  27?.  10s.  per  ton  in  barrels,  usual 
terms,  delivered  free  on  wharf  London ;  pharmaceutical 
quality  is  50s.  per  ton  over  the  price  of  firsts,  and  oil  in 
tins  and  cases  50s.  per  ton  over  the  respective  price  in 
barrels.  Belgian  firsts  is  29?.  for  prompt  and  28?.  for 
May-December,  ex  wharf  London.  In  Liverpool  good 
seconds  Calcutta  is  quoted  3§c?.  per  lb. 

Cocaine. — A  further  decline  of  8d.  per  oz.  has  taken 
place  in  makers'  prices,  the  quotation  for  175-oz.  lote 
on  contract  being  5s.  6c?.  per  oz.  The  average  unit  price 
of  coca-leaves  at  the  Amsterdam  auction  declined  from 
32.83c.  per  half-kilo,  in  November  to  16.53c.  in  February 
a  reduction  of  about  50  per  cent.,  this  accounting  for  tha 
reduction  in  the  alkaloid. 

Coconut  Oil  shows  a  further  slight  advance,  Cochin  on> 
spot  offering  at  50s.  6c/.  and  Ceylon  at  45s. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Quotations  for  finest  Norwegian 
medicinal  oil  are  lower  all  round,  this  being  the  result  of 
improved  fishing.  Last  week  a  considerable  quantity  of 
one  of  the  best  brands  of  new  oil  was  bought  by  a  large 
firm  of  emulsion  makers  at  slightly  below  120s.  per  barrel. 
This  week  agents  offer  at  from  110s.  to  130s.  c.i.f., accord- 
ing to  brand.  A  fair  average  quotation  for  finest 
Lofoten  oil  is  about  120s.  c.i.f. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  April  7  that  the  past 
week  gave  pretty  fair  results,  partly  for  West  Lofoten,  but 
especially  for  Romsdal,    Sondmore,   and  the  Bergen  dis- 
tricts.   To-day's  report  gives  the  following  figures : 
Lofoten. 

1911 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)   9.5 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)  ...  7,225 
Livers  for  "raw  "  oils  (hect.)  ...  675 

The  Whole  Country. 

1911 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)   31.3 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)  ...  22,000 
Livers  for  "  raw  "  oils  (hect.)  ...  5,000 


1912 
14.5 
11,950 
1,200 

1912 
57.6 
44,600 
6,000 


1913 

8.2 
5,000 
725 

19i3 
31.2 
20,600 
5,000 
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The  weather  is  fine  and  favourable  to  the  fishing.  In  Fin- 
marken  the  fishing  has  not  yet  began,  but  the  "  lodde," 
a  small  fish  used  by  the  fishers  as  bait,  has  appeared. 
Most  buyers  are  holding  aloof,  and  the  tendency  appears 
easier  at  about  120s.  to  125s.  per  barrel  e.i.f.  terms.  (See 
cable  for  latest  price.) 

According  to  cabled  statistics  received  from  Norway,  the 
catch  and  output  of  cod-liver  oil  up  to  March  5  was  as 
follows : 

Livers         Yield  of 
Catch  of         for  Raw  c.l.o. 
Cod  Oil  (hect.)  (hect.) 

Lofoten,  1913   8,200.000   ...      723     ...  4,991 

Do.       1912   14.500,000    ...      770     ...     11  626 

Whole  country,  1913  .  30,600,000    ...    4,681     ...     20  "85 
Do.         191<i...  57,61.0,000    ...    6,585     ...  44,581 

The  above  figures  show  that  neither  in  the  catch  of  cod 
nor  in  the  production  of  medicinal  oil  is  there  any  pro- 
nounced alteration  The  fishing  season,  now  somewhat  ad- 
vanced, has  proved  to  be  lean,  and  the  prospects,  judging 
from  reports,  do  not  warrant  any  expectation  of  relief  from 
an  inevitable  shortage. 

Colocynth.  Spot  stocks  of  pulp  having  been  reduced 
to  much  smaller  compass  as  the  result  of  several  orders 
on  foreign  account,  the  chief  holders  are  asking  the  ad- 
vanced rate  of  8£c?.  per  lb.  for  good  pale. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  unaltered  at  from  23?.  5s.  to 
2ZI.  7s.  6c?.  for  the  usual  Liverpool  brands,  and  at  221.  15s. 
for  May  and  221.  10s.  for  June. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  Is.  per  cwt.  cheaper  at  88s.  for 
98  per  cent,  and  86s.  for  95  per  oent.  powder. 

Ergot. — A  fair  quantity  has  recently  arrived,  and  the 
market  is  in  easier  tendency. 

.  "'Eucalyptus  Oil  is  extremely  quiet,  with  B.P.  oils  offer- 
ing at  from  Is.  5c?.  to  Is.  6d.,  according  to  percentage. 

Geranium  Oil. — Prices  of  Reunion  oil  vary  from 
37s.  6d.  to  42s.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  to  arrive,  the  recent  cyclone 
in  that  island  having  unsettled  the  market.  African, 
which  is  scarce  on  spot,  is  quoted  at  from  30s.  to  36s., 
according  to  holder. 

Gum  Acacia. — Sudan  sorts  are  steady,  with  sales  of  half- 
ihard  sorts  at  33s.  per  cwt.  spot,  and  for  arrival  31s.  c.i.f. 
Khartoum  is  quoted.  In  East  Indian  gums,  No.  1  Ghatti 
has  been  sold  at  29s. 

Ipecacuanha.— Retail  sales  of  Matto  Grosso  have  been 
made  up  to  8s.  9c?.,  and  Cartagena  at  8s.  ;  Minas  is  quoted 
;8s.  3c?. 

Kola  is  scarce,  with  a  few  bags  offering  at  bd.  for  fair 
dried. 

Lemon  Oil. — Prices  for  prompt  shipment  are  easier  in 
-some  quarters,  while  others  remain  unaltered.  Guaranteed 
pure  is  quoted  from  12s.  Id.  up  to  12s.  9c?.  per  lb.  c.i.f., 
and  on  the  spot  from  12s.  9d.  to  12s.  10c?.  is  quoted  for 
.finest  brands.    Terpeneless  is  offered  at  75s.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  March  5  states  that  the  market 
has  been  slow,  the  demand  from  abroad  being  very  slack, 
and  local  buyers  were  reserved  enough  simply  to  take  up 
-what  small  retail  parcels  came  spontaneously  for  sale,  without 
forcing  the  purchases  or  making  inquiries  for  more  than 
was  willingly  brought  to  market.  Therefore,  although 
holders  of  parcels  of  any  size  are  still  asking  somewhat 
higher  prices  than  quoted  last  week,  figures  are  generally 
unaltered  for  what  business  was  done,  and  prices  were 
slightly  shaded  on  some  occasions. 

Linseed  Oil  is  firm  and  dearer,  spot  pipes  closing  at 
'24s.  and  barrels  24s.  6d.  (E.I.  3c?.  premium). 

Menthol  is  easier  with  Kobayashi  offering  at  28s.  and 
Suzuki  at  27s.  on  spot.  Sellers  of  Kobayashi  for  April- 
May  shipment  quote  25s.  c.i.f.  The  Mavis  from  Havre  has 
■brought  20  cases  menthol  and  65  cases  peppermint  oil,  and 
the  Timandra  from  Hamburg  10  cases  menthol  and  20  cases 
oil. 

Mercurials.— With  the  April  prices  current  the  British 
makers  of  mercurials  have  recast  their  schedule  of  prices, 
which  are  now  net  in  place  of  a  discount  of  5  per  cent. 
The  old  "list,  price  and  below  2  cwt."  column  has  been 
abolished  and  a  new  "list  price"  substituted.  A  new 
■column  of  "not  less  than  1  cwt."  also  takes  the  place  of 
the  previous  "not  less  than  2  cwt.  and  under  10  cwt." 


Not  less 

List  Price 

than 

1  cwt. 

Per  lb. 

Per  lb. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

..3  0 

2  11 

..3  0 

2  11 

..3  1 

3  0 

..2  4 

2  3 

..2  4 

2  3 

..2  9 

2  3 

..    2  8* 

2  8 

quantities,  and  the  ' '  10  cwt.  and  upwards  ' '  quantities 
has  been  deleted.    The  new  net  scale  is  now  as  follows  : 


Hyd.  ammoniatum   

Byd.  oxid.,  mb.  P.B  

Hyd.  oxid.  flav  

H^d.  bichlor.  (corrosive  sub.) 

Hyd.  persulph.  alb  

Hyd.  subchlor.  (ealomel) 
Hyd.  sulph.  nig.   

Musk. — Sellers  of  fine  pile  I.  thin  blue  skin  Tonquirt 
pod  ask  75s.,  and  well-trimmed  old-style  pile  I.  of  good 
quality  65s.  per  oz.  Russian  Cabardine  of  middling 
quality  sells  in  retail  at  18s.  per  oz. 

Olibanum  sells  at  full  rates,  including  middling  drop  at 
37s.  and  siftings  at  21s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — As  the  result  of  the  proposals  to  double  the 
duty  on  opium  on  entry  into  the  United  fctates,  which  would 
make  it  $3  per  lb.  on  crude  and  $4  on  dried,  there  has  been 
some  buying  for  American  account  in  Constantinople  and 
Smyrna,  with  up  to  19s.  c.i.f.  paid  for  II5  per  cent. 
Market  is  therefore  firm;  Turkey  druggists'  on  the  spot 
is  from  20s.  6c?.  to  21s.  for  11^  per  cent.,  and  the  prices  of 
Persian  vary  from  22s.  to  23s.  6c?.,  with  small  sales  for 
export. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  March  28  that  the 
sales  amount  to  46  cases,  all  of  which,  excepting  two  cases, 
were  bought  by  interior  and  local  speculators.  The  last 
prices  paid  are  as  follows:  Common  mixed  grades,  o!d  or 
new  (9  per  cent,  to  10  per  cent.),  17s.  6d.  to  18s.  6c?. ;  mixed 
Karahissar  (10  per  cent,  to  10i  per  cent.),  18s.  to  19s.; 
uniform  selected  Karahissar  (11  per  cent.),  20s.  4c?.  To-day 
sellers  are  asking  higher  figures ;  the  reason  of  this  advance 
is  owing  to  the  total  absence  of  rain  during  March  and  to 
the  poppy  plantations  showing  serious  damage  by  the  late 
frost.  Rain  is  necessary  to  revive  the  plants.  The  arrivals 
in  Smyrna  amount  to  2,341  cases,  against  1,156  at  same 
date  last  year. — A  Constantinople  correspondent  writes  on 
April  5  that  holders  are  less  firm  on  account  of  rains  which 
have  fallen,  and  speculators  have  held  off  the  markets.  It 
has  therefore  been  possible  for  exporters  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing purchases :  Fifteen  cases  druggists'  at  from  260  to 
280  ptrs.  and  four  cases  "softs"  at  270  to  280  and  325 
ptrs.  per  oke,  accordi-ig  to  quality.  Considerable  damage 
is  still  said  to  have  been  done  to  the  growing  crops,  but 
in  our  opinion  the  reports  are  exaggerated. 

Orange  Oil. — An  advice  from  a  primary  source  reports  a 
neglected  market  at  unchanged  prices,  two  shippers  quoting 
lis.  2c?.  to  lis.  3c?.  c.i.f.  for  sweet,  and  another  lis.  6c?.  ; 
one  of  the  leading  brands  is  also  quoted  lis.  6c?.  ex  wharf. 

Orris. — Good  Florentine  sorts  to  come  forward  are 
quoted  71s.  c.i.f.,  and  on  the  spot  there  is  a  seller  at  65s. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Tl  e  following  information  just  re- 
ceived by  cable  may  be  of  interest.  The  final  figures  for 
the  last  Japanese  crop  are  now  available  and  given  as 
follows  : — Japan  proper  220,000  kin,  and  Hokkaido 
285,000  kin,  or  a  total  of  505,000  kin,  equal  to  673,000  lb. 
The  total  shipments  from  August  to  the  end  of  March 
are  given  as  6.472  cases  menthol  and  oil,  or  388,320  lb. 
The  available  balance  of  last  year's  crop  is,  therefore, 
284,680  lb.,  or  about  4,743  cases.  Even  if  a  quantity  of 
150,000  lb.  is  held  by  one  firm,  as  reported,  it  is  evident 
that  there  are  still  sufficient  supplies  in  other  hands  to 
satisfy  the  legitimate  demands  of  the  trade.  Though  it  is 
too  early  to  talk  about  this  year's  crop,  it  is  reported  from 
Japan  that,  owing  to  the  high  prices  realised  by  the 
farmers  last  year,  the  area  under  cultivation  will  be  almost 
doubled,  so  that  it  is  to  be  expected  that  last  year's 
record  figures  will  again  be  exceeded. 

Potassium  Iodide. — The  quotation  for  British  make  is 
10s.  3c?.,  less  5  per  cent.,  which  compares  with  9s.  8c?.  net 
for  Japanese.  The  exports  from  Japan  during 
January  amounted  to  8,019  kin,  valued  at  49,137  yen, 
against  3,139  kin,  valued  at  13,873  yen,  in  1912,  and 
3,118  yen,  valued  at  13,788  yen,  in  1911.  The  exports 
of  crude  iodine  during  January  were  1,814  kin,  against 
2,634  kin  in  1912  and  3,928  kin*in  1911. 
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Quicksilver.— Steady,  at  11.  Is.  from  second-hands, 
importers  quoting  11.  10s. 

Quillaia  is  firm  in  Liverpool  at  from  27?.  10s.  to  27?.  15s. 
per  ton  c.i.f. 

Quinine. — The  quotation  from  second-hands  is  nomin- 
ally 10c?.  for  the  usual  German  brands  of  sulphate.  Retail 
sales  to  druggists  are  being  made  at  10^d. 
■  Rhubarb. — Sales  of  good  medium-size  Shensi  of  fair 
■qisality  and  fracture  have  been  made  at  3s.  6c?.,  and  bold 
round  of  pale  greyish  fracture  at  2s.  9c/. ;  also  medium 
round  Canton  with  greyish  dark  fracture  at  2s.  4c?.  and 
small  to  bold  flat  at  2s.  3c?.  per  lb. 

Seedlac— At  auction  43  bags  Karachi  sold  without  re- 
serve at  66s.  for  fair  bright  pale,  and  at  50s.  for  dark  red. 

Shellac. — At  auction  467  cases  offered  and  sold  without 
reserve  at  a  decline  of  from  2s.  to  3s.  for  TN  Orange, 
G.A.L.  being  steady.    The  following  prices  were  paid  : 

Orange  (2tS?  cases  sold),  fine  pale  free,  95s.;  free  to  slightly 
matted,  good  to  fine  seconds,  86s.  to  88s.  ;  slightly  matted 
strong  bright  curly,  85s.  to  85s. ;  reddish  ditto,  84s. ;  T.N. 
good  reddish  free,  79s.  to  80s.  ;  fair  flat  free,  75s.  to  76s. ; 
.slightly  livery  and  matted,  73s.  ;  common  dark  free,  67s. 
to  69s.  Garnet  (121  cases  sold),  AC  good  free,  73s.  ;  slightly 
cakey  G.A.L.,  66s.  ;  and  black  "  Ruby  "  block,  57s.  Button 
(59  cases  sold),  fine  pure  stamped,  87s.  ;  slightly  matted 
pale  firsts,  84s. ;  weak  resinous  seconds,  67s.  ;  and  resinous 
thirds,  64s. 

Privately  a  quiet  market  is  reported,  with  sellers  of 
•standard  T.N.  at  77s.  to  78s.  and"  AC  Garnet  74s.;  May- 
June  shipment  of  T.N.  from  second-hands  is  quoted  81s., 
and  AC  Garnet  74s.  c.i.f.  Futures  are  lower,  the  sales 
including  May  at  78s.  to  77s.  and  August  79s.  to  80s. 

Spices. — At  auction  631  bags  washed  rough  Cochin 
Ginger  were  bought  in  at  31s.  to  32s.  and  Calicut  at  34s. 
Privately  African  is  firmer,  up  to  21s.  6c?.  having  been 
paid  for  April-May  shipment,  sellers  now  asking  22s. 
Capsicums  at  auction  sold  cheaply,  15  bags  fair  bright  off 
stalk  Nyassaland  realising  17s.  6c?.,  and  dark  red  15s.  6c?. 
West  Indian  Mace  was  firm  to  lc?.  dearer,  100  packages 
selling,  including  fair  mixed  to  pale  2s.  4c?.  to  2s.  7c?., 
ordinary  and  red  2s.  2c/.  to  2s.  3c?.,  and  broken  Is.  9c?.  to 
2s.  2c?.  Nutmegs  were  steady  to  ^d.  per  lb.  dearer,  300 
packages  West  Indian  being  disposed  of.  Of  Cloves  six 
cases  fair  Penang  were  bought  in  at  Is.  2c/.  Privately 
Zanzibar  are  quiet,  fair  offering  at  10^c/.  on  spot,  the  value 
of  June- August  being  10c/.,  and  to  arrive  January-March 
shipment  9ffc/.  value.  Pepper  at  auction  was  slow,  175 
bags  Lampong  being  bought  in  at  4|c/.,  and  25  bags  grey 
Singapore  at  5c/. ;  96  bags  Ceylon  sold  at  5^c/.  for  bold  and 
at  from  4j?c?.  to  4|cZ.  for  fair.  Privately  the  value  of  fair 
Singapore  is  5gC?.  spot,  and  to  arrive  a  large  business  has 
been  done  at  higher  rates,  in  anticipation  of  the  Amercian 
tariff  duty  of  2  cents  per  lb.  on  unground  spices.  The 
sales  include  April  shipment  4fic/.  to4fc?.,  April-June  and 
May-July  4{id.  to  4fc/.,  and  July-September  4fcZ.  Lam- 
pong for  August-October  and  October-December  shipment 
sold  at  4^c?.  to  4t%c?.  c.i.f.  d.w.  At  auction  109  bags  ivhite 
Singapore  were  bought  in  at  8f d.  for  fair,  and  66  bags  fair 
Muntok  at  8|cZ.  ;  privately  fair  Singapore  is  quoted  8|-c/. 
and  Muntok  at  8fcZ.  Arrival  market  has  been  quiet,  with 
sellers  of  Singapore  for  June- August  shipment  at  8^c?.  and 
buyers  at  8^d.  Fair  manufacturing  St.  Vincent  Arrowroot 
at  auction  was  bought  in  at  4^cZ.  for  42  barrels. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Foreign  is  fractionally  easier  at 
Is.  0^d.  per  lb.,  English  being  Is.  Q^d.  to  Is.  OfcJ. 

Turpentine  has  advanced  about  6c/.  on  the  week, 
American  closing  at  29s.  on  spot  and  29s.  3c?.  for 
May- August. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  on  Friday  a  good  demand  was 
shown  for  the  offerings  of  new  Madagascar  and  Mauritius, 
which  sold  at  full  prices  to  6c/.  per  lb.  advance;  Seychelles 
were  steady.    The  following  prices  were  paid  : 

Seychelles,  104  tins  offered  and  70  sold,  fair  firsts,  7  to 
7£-  in.,  12a.  6c/.  to  13s.  6c?.;  5i  to  7  in.,  lis.  to  12s.  6cZ. ; 
■common,  2j  to  7s  in.,  9s.  3c?.  to  lis.  6c?.  Mauritius, 
79  tins  offered  and  sold  ;  fair  to  good  firsts,  75  to  9  in., 
14s.  6c?.  to  16s.  ;  4  to  72  in.,  lis.  6c?.  to  Us.  ;  fair,  7  to  8  in., 
13s.  to  13s.  6c/. ;  sli-jhtly  foxy,  lis.  to  lis.  6c?. ;  and 
mouldy,   etc.,  8s.  to  8s.   6c/.    Madagascar,  141   tins  sold; 


fair  firsts,  62  to  75  in.,  13s.  to  14s.  ;  4  to  6£  in.,  10s.  6c?. 
to  13s. ;  good  seconds,  4  to  7£  in.,  10s.  bd.  to  12s. ;  splits, 
lis.  to  lis.  6c?.;  brown  split  and  mouldy,  8s.  to  9s.  3a. 
per  lb. 

Wax,  Vegetable. — Sales  of  Carnauba  for  near  arrival 
have  been  made  at  150s.,  with  148s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  now  asked. 
Japanese  is  quoted  on  at  46s.,  and  the  c.i.f.  price  has 
declined  to  40s.  6c?. 

Turpentine. 

Although  the  statistical  position  of  turpentine  is  improv- 
ing, thanks  to  the  much  smaller  receipts  this  year  a6  com- 
pared with  the  same  period  of  1912,  and  the  excellent 
consumption,  the  market  for  near  delivery  for  some  time 
past  has  been  subject  to  violent  oscillations  of  a  couple  of 
pounds  or  so  per  ton  on  either  side  of  30?.  The  first  recovery 
to  about  32?.,  with  distant  contracts  placed  up  to  nearly 
34?.,  seemed  fairly  well-established,  but,  contrary  to  expecta- 
tions, highly  unsettled  conditions  ensued,  chiefly  because  of 
the  financial  difficulties  across  the  Atlantic,  where  prices 
suffered  a  sudden  severe  break  and  checked  the  demand 
from  local  dealers.  There  was  a  sharp  rally  in  the  U.S.A. 
towards  the  close  of  last  month,  and  prices  quickly  responded 
on  this  side,  with  spot  delivery  rising  to  about  31?.  10s., 
but  the  market  had  a  renewed  temporary  set-back  to  below 
29?.  The  tendency  has  since  again  been  upwards,  in  spite 
of  a  fitful  demand,  and  there  is  now  ground  for  assuming 
that  the  worst  of  the  unsettlement  is  over.  Some  little  time 
may  yet  elapse  before  confidence  is  fully  restored,  as  the 
receipts  in  America  have  not  been  so  well  absorbed. 
Trade  prospects,  however,  _  are  considered  pretty  hope- 
ful, while  the  consumptive  demand  is  usually  on 
the  increase  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  dealers 
are  more  disposed  to  lay  in  stocks.  The  umssually 
heavy  stocks  which  existed  some  months  ago  on  this  side 
have  been  gradually  reduced,  and,  .given  the  continuation 
of  comparatively  light  receipts,  it  may  be  reasonably  assumed 
that  the  accumulation  will  be  reduced  to  more  normal 
dimensions  before  new-crop  spirit  begins  to  be  marketed  in 
large  quantities.  The  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  for 
March  amounted  to  1,844  tons,  making  an  aggregate  for  the 
three  months  of  3,824  tons,  which  shows  a  decrease  of 
1,936  tons  compared  with  the  same  period  last  year.  The 
total  London  deliveries  up  to  April  1  were  21.402  barrels, 
or  about  equal  to  last  year,  while  the  London  visible  supply, 
including  stuff  afloat  on  that  date,  amounted  to  39,531 
barrels,  against  27,426  barrels  last  year  and  13,596  barrels 
two  years  ago.  The  view  is  generally  expressed  that  indi- 
cations are  for  a  rather  smaller  crop-yield  in  America  for 
the  coming  season.  In  any  case,  current  prices  seem  very 
reasonable,  and  consumers  may  gain  but  little  by  deferring 
purchases  The  demand  for  substitutes  for  decorating-pur- 
poses is  now  comparatively  restricted,  although  various  cheap 
descriptions  of  material  are  used  as  solvents  and  for  mixing- 
purposes. 

Manchester  Chemical-market. 

April  8. 

The  exports  of  heavy  chemicals  for  the  past  month  are 
scarcely  so  encouraging  as  could  have  been  desired. 
Probably  this  is  owing  to  strikes  and  labour  unrest  in 
this  country,  but,  notwithstanding  this,  there  has  been  a 
fair  business  passing  in  most  departments  against  contracts 
on  home  account.  Quotations  for  the  principal  products 
remained  unaltered  in  price:  58  per  cent,  ammonia  alkali 
continues  at  3?.  to  3?.  5s.  per  ton,  on  rails ;  soda-crystals, 
42s.  6c?.  to  45s. ;  saltcake,  46s.  per  ton,  in  bulk.  Caustic 
soda,  70  per  cent.,  9?.  7s.  6c?.  to  9?.  10s.  ;  and  bleaching- 
powdcr,  5?.  7s.  6cZ.  to  5?.  10s.  ner  ton,  in  softwood  oasks,  on 
rails.  Caustic  potash,  88  to  90  per  cent.,  21?.  15s.  to  22?..: 
carbonate  of  potash,  90  per  cent.,  15?.  8s.  to  15?.  10s.  per 
ton,  ex  ship.  Acetates  of  lime  are  scarce,  although  there 
is  rather  more  of  the  home  product  offering  ;  grey,  13?.  to 
13?.  5s.,  and  brown,  7?.  15s.  to  7?.  17s.  6c?.  per  ton,  c.i.f. 
White  sugar  of  lead  in  fair  demand  at  25?.  to  25?.  10s.  per 
ton.  White  powdered  arsenic  is  rather  firmer  at  18/.  10s. 
to  19?.  per  ton,  delivered  Manchester.  Green  copperas  in 
better  demand  and  rather  scarce  at  27s.  6c?.  per  ton, 
delivered  here.  In  consonance  with  the  advance  in  the 
raw  metal,  sulphate  of  copper  has  advanced,  and  was  quoted 
to-day  24?.  to  24?.  10s.  per  ton,  best  brands,  delivered 
Manchester.  Borax  in  fair  request  at  17?.  10s.  per  ton 
for  lump.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  neglected.  Pot  and  pearl 
ashes  quiet.  Permanganate  of  potash  in  fair  request  at 
40?.  per  ton.  Sal-ammoniac  quiet.  Alum  steady.  Flowers 
of  sulphur  in  fair  inquiry  at  8?.  10s.  to  8?.  15s.,  2-cwt. 
bags ;  roll,  6?.  15s.  to  6?.  17s.  6c?.  per  ton,  3-cwt.  barrels : 
and  rock,  5?.  10s.  to  5?.  15s.  per  ton,  2-cwt.  bags,  f.o.r.  at 
works.  Rectified  sulphuric  acid  steady  at  4?.  per  ton,  f.o.r. 
at_  works,  for  167°  to  170°  Tw.  White  acetate  of  lead  in 
fair  demand  at  26?.  10s.  per  ton. 
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Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  tone  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  shows  no 
material  change  from  recent  reports.  There  is  a  good 
all-round  demand  at  all  principal  centres,  mainly  for 
prompt  account,  and  calls  against  contracts  are  satis- 
factory. 

Stjlphate  of  Ammonia  is  quiet,  although  prompt  parcels 
offering  are  taken  up  fairly  well.  In  forward  business 
there  is  little  doing,  although  a  concession  of  about  5s. 
could  probably  be  obtained  for  late  forward.  Present 
nearest  values  :  Beckton,  25  per  cent,  ammonia  guaranteed, 
prompt,  13?.  15s.  ;  London  terms,  prompt,  13?.  5s.  ;  Leith, 
14?.  2s.  bd. ;  Liverpool,  14Z.  Is.  Id. ;  and  Hull,  14?. 

Benzols  are  in  good  demand  both  for  prompt  and  for- 
ward, and  prices  are  on  the  firm  side,  with  higher  tendency. 
Present  naked  figures  :  90  per  cent.,  Is.,  and  50  per  cent., 
10id.  ;  North,  lid.  to  U^d.  and  Wd.  respectively. 

Lead-products  are  firm  and  dearer.  Dry  white-lead, 
23Z. ;  red-lead,  191.;  pig-lead,  111.  10s.:  sheets,  21?.  10s.; 
and  pipes,  22?.  per  ton,  Tyne 

Strontium-products  continue  in  about  average^  request 
at  steady  prices.  Precipitated  carbonate  of  strontia,  90  to 
95  per  cent'.,  111.  to  121.  10s.  per  ton,  according  to  quantity, 
etc.  Mineral  carbonate  of  strontia,  lump,  85  to  90  per 
cent.,  14?.  ;  and  smalls,  80  to  85  per  cent.,  12?.  per  ton. 
Hydrate  of  strontia,  crystals,  9?.  to  9?.  15s.  per  ton,  in 
casks. 

American  Drug-market. 

New  York,  March  $!/-. 

Business  in  drugs  on  the  New  York  drug-market  has 
lessened  somewhat,  owing  partly  to  the  holidays  and  also 
to  the  renewed  uncertainties  regarding  tariff  changes. 

Aloes. — Spot  market  is1  quiet,  with  small  lots  of  case 
Curacao  offering  at  8|c.  to  9c.  Owing  to  the  unusual  con- 
ditions governing  this  article,  the  course  of  the  market  has 
been  uncertain  for  some  time.  By  reason  of  the  severe 
drought  in  growing  areas  last  year,  the  crop  gave  early 
indications  of  being  below  the  average,  and  primary  opera- 
tors advanced  prices  about  50  per  cent,  to  IO5C.  f.o.b.  New 
York  in  the  summer,  and  during  the  fall  months  attempted 
to  force  the  market  to  12c.  or  13c.  by  withholding  ship- 
ments. The  high  price  prevailing  and  the  apparent  strength 
of  the  primary  (market  induced  several  New  York  dealers 
and  consumers  to  contract  for  heavy  supplies  at  10c,  and 
there  are  now  large  supplies  on  hand  of  1911  and  1912  crop 
bought  at  that  figure.  The  recent  dulnees  and  the  approach 
of  new  supplies  have  induced  these  holders  to  turn  over 
their  stocks  at  a  loss,  and  8gC.  can  now  be  done.  For  this 
year  growing  conditions  are  reported  favourable  owing  to 
generous  rains,  and  a  large  crop  is  expected.  The  future 
position  is,  however,  uncertain,  as  there  is  a  reported  com- 
bination among  primary  operators,  with  a  view  to  cornering 
the  bulk  of  supplies,  and  confidence  in  their  ability  to  do 
so  is  exemplified  by  the  peculiar  terms  offered  New  York 
dealers — viz.,  10c.  per  lb.  for  2,000  cases,  9c.  for  500  oases 
(not  the  reverse) — it  evidently  being  their  idea  to  discourage 
speculative  buying  in  New  York.  There  is,  however,  in 
Aruba  a  good  proportion  of  growers  who  have  always  sold 
independently,  and  for  this  reason  all  attempts  to  corner 
the  market  have  failed  prior  to  last  year,  when  the  shortage 
made  the  attempt  successful.  With  the  promise  of  heavy 
crops  this  year,  it  is  probable  that  the  market  will  assume 
a  normal  course. 

Buchu  is  offered  sparingly  from  the  Cape,  and  since 
supplies  on  spot  are  meagre,  holders  have  advanced  prices 
for  "short"  to  $1.50.    Long  variety  is  available  at  $1.45. 

Canada  Balsam. — Owing  to  unusual  shortage  on  spot  and 
the  absence  of  offerings  from  primary  sources,  prices  have 
mounted  rapidly,  the  highest  price  on  record — viz.,  $14.00  per 
gal. — now  prevailing.  With  the  new  ciop  unavailable  for 
several  months,  there  is  small  likelihood  of  the  stringency 
being  relieved.    Oregon  is  higher  in  sympathy  at  $2.00. 

Copaiba. — True  C.  &  S.  American  is  in  limited  supply, 
and  the  market  is  the  turn  firmer  at  47c.  with  some  holders 
asking  50c.  for  direct  imoortation.  "Hamburg"  grades, 
which,  however,  are  now  blended  on  spot,  are  offered  at  42c. 
Attention  has  previously  been  drawn  to  the  description 
passing  under  this  name  owing  to  the  fact  that  skillful  modi- 
fication of  African  balsam  ha®  enabled  adulteration  of 
genuine  balsam  without  departing  from  the  requirements 
■laid  down  in  the  U.S.P. 

Jalap. — The  disturbances  in  Mexico  have  not  affected  the 
market  here,  dealers  being  well  supplied ;  8  per  cent,  root  is 
offered  at  21c,  and  up  to  35c.  is  asked  for  16  per  cent. 

Peppeemint  Oil  (American)  is  in  routine  demand  at  $2.80 
for  Western  in  bulk  and  $3.30  for  battles.  There  apoears 
to  be  a  plentiful  supply  on  hand,  and  in  view  of  the 
favourable  growing  conditions  prevailing  in  all  sections  of 
the  producing  area  it  is  considered  unlikely  that  there  will 
be  any  advance  in  prices. 


Memoranda  lor  Correspondents. 


All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  anrJ 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 
Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 
Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist"  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


Medical  Benefit  for  Ireland. 

Sir, — I  notice  through  the  C.  &  D.  that  Mr.  Samuel 
Suffern,  President  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Society  of  Ireland,  in  giving  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  desirability  of  the 
extension  (of  Medical  Benefit  to  Ireland,  stated  that 
there  are  no  suppliers  of  medicine  except  chemists  and 
druggists  in  any  of  the  towns  outside  Belfast,  Lisburn, 
Ballymena,  Carrickfergus,  Portrush,  Ballymoney,  Bally- 
clare,  Whitehead,  and  Larne.  It  might  interest  Mr. 
Suffern  to  know  that  in  Ballycastle,  a  small  seaside 
town  on  the  north  coast  of  Antrim,  boasting  a  popula- 
tion of  1,600,  there  has  been  a  pharmaceutical  chemist 
for  over  two  years.  I  merely  mention  this  in  com- 
parison to  Armoy,  with  a  population  of  259,  in  which 
town  Mr.  Suffern  complains  of  the  absence  of  a  qualified 
man.  Yet  he  ignored  Ballycastle  with  a  population  of 
1,600,  which  is  distant  from  the  important  town  of 
Armoy  four  miles.  He  also  quotes  Bushmills,  another 
neglected  town,  four  miles  distant  from  Portrush,  where 
there  are  two  fully  qualified  chemists.  One  would 
have  thought  that  before  giving  evidence  of  such  an 
important  nature  Mr.  Suffern  would  have  thought  it 
worth  his  while  to  look  up  the  Eegister  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  Yours  faithfully, 

Ballycastle.  J.  A.  McMichael. 

Insurance  Dispensing :  Renewal  of  Contract. 

Sir, — Mr.  J.  J.  Jackson,  Ph.C,  exhibits  a  serious  lack 
of  self-control  in  discussing  Insurance  dispensing.  It  all 
arises  from  looking  at  the  matter  from  the  No.  1  point  of 
view.  Thank  heaven,  we  have  men  in  our  ranks  who  have 
been  able  to  study  the  problem  from  a  national  point  of 
view.  Where  was  J.  J.  J.  when  the  lobbying  process  had 
to  be  gone  through  ?  Where  was  J.  J.  J.  when  the  Bill 
was  introduced  which  threatened  to  place  the  dispensing 
in  the  hands  of  friendly  societies  and  institutions  ?  Almost, 
up  to  January  15  negotiations  must  have  been  of  so. 
delicate  a  character  that  even  then  it  was  doubtful  whether 
chemists  would  get  the  dispensing.  If  the  dispensing  had 
then  gone  into  other  channels,  it  would  have  been  "  Good- 
bye "  to  pharmacy. 

With  regard  to  the  tariff,  can  Mr.  Jackson,  by  any- 
occult  process,  frame  a  better  tariff  that  will  meet  the- 
maximum  allowance  of  2s.  per  insured  person  ?  When  the 
Insurance  Committees  ai-e  popularly  elected  the  insured 
person  will  become  vocal.  If  a  high  tariff  is  framed,  they 
could  easily,  when  retrenchment  is  required,  cut  it  down. 
My  suggestion  is  :  Be  prepared  to  accept  a  fair  commercial 
figure  for  ingredients ;  charge  for  your  skill.  One  year's 
income  and  expenditure  must  come  under  review  before 
this  can  be  considered.  One  thing  is  certain  :  that  in  some 
areas  the  Is.  6d.  per  insured  person  will  more  than  cover 
the  chemists'  bills,  with  a  balance  to  carry  forward  to  the 
next  year's  account.  Mr.  Jackson  is  evidently  judging 
the  dispensing  by  the  abnormal  February  demand.  Two. 
months  hence  the  dispensing  will  drop  50  per  cent.  in> 
volume. 

It  is  enough  to  make  the  angels  weep  when  J.  J.  J. 
makes  the  ridiculous  suggestion  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
drugs  can  be  dealt  in  by  unqualified  persons.  To  open  the 
door  to  unqualified  men  means  unsatisfactory,  unreliable 
dispensing.  It  would  be  the  end  of  all  things.  The 
administrative  expenses  must,  I  agree,  be  enormous. 
Economies  will  be  effected  in  a  few  years,  possibly  by 
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abolishing  the  Scottish  and  Welsh  Commissioners,  with 
one  Board  for  Great  Britain  and  a  separate  Board  for  Ire- 
land. When  this  time  for  drastic  economy  comes  the 
chances  are  that  this  Insurance  Board  will  let  the  dis- 
pensing by  contract  in  every  town  of  over  10,000  popula- 
tion if  the  tariff  is  made  excessive.  The  business  will 
then  go  to  the  big  men.  This  means  that  the  small  trader 
will  become  as  extinct  as  the  dodo.  To  prevent  this,  let 
Mr.  Jackson  use  his  influence  to  get  registered  men  to  join 
the  Society,  to  support  the  local  associations  and  the 
Standing  Committee.  By  this  means  chemists  will  be  alive 
to  their  duties  and  will  give  good  and  economical  pharmacy 
service.    I  advise  every  chemist  to  sign  the  contract. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Senex.  (34/13.) 

Sir, — After  reading  the  letter  of  "  Apotheker "  in 
your  issue  of  March  22,  I  have  been  wondering  if  phar- 
macists as  a  body  have  realised  that  we  are  fast  becom- 
ing a  philanthropic  body  through  being  State  dis- 
pensers. Some  chemists,  guided  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee,  are  accepting  the  new  tariff  under 
the  impression  that  things  will  improve  after  twelve 
months'  trial,  but  I  understand  that  the  revised  tariff 
is  not  yet  accepted  by  the  Insurance  Committee,  which 
I  learn  as  a  member  of  the  Swansea  and  District 
Chemists'  Association.  I  am  in  perfect  agreement  with 
Mr.  J.  J.  Jackson  that  before  signing  the  second 
agreement  we  ought  to  have  a  guarantee  that  we  should 
be  paid  in  full.  When  we  think  of  the  difference  in 
prices  in  Germany  and  Italy  and  Britain,  our  prices 
should  be  raised  100  per  cent.  I  take  a  few  examples 
of  prices  based  on  the  revised  tariff,  and  show  how  they 
work  out : 

Pills.— I  take  your  reply  to  "Rustic"  on  April  5: 

48  pills  of  five  ingredients  cost    2xcZ. 

Dispensing-fee   6d. 

48  pil.  aloes  et  ferri  at  the  flat  rate   Is] 

I  think  it  must  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
standing  Committee  (when  adding  a  dispensing-fee)  to  five 
an  extra  remuneration  for  time  and  skill  required  in  "dis- 
pensing pills,  other  than  those  on  list,  but  in  practice  it 
works  out  otherwise.  All  pills  should  be  priced  at  3d  nev 
doz.,  with  a,  dispensing-fee  of  Zd.  ver  doz.  for  each  dozen,  as  if 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  takes  the  same  amount,  of 
time  and  skill  to  cut,  roll,  and  finish  the  second  twenty-four 
asit  does  the  first.  Here  again  Mr.  Jackson  is  right- 
raise  the  dispensing-fee. 

Powders. — I  have  dispensed  several  batches  of  six  pow- 
ders with  the  following  ingredient : 

Pulv.  acid,  aceto-salicyl.  gr.  v.,  cost  id 

Mi»e  vj,  Fee   2d. ' 

2id. 

If  twelve  are  ordered.  Id.  extra;  if  twenty  four,  l£d.  extra— 
i.e..  5d.  for  twenty-four  powders;  papers,  box,  and  label 
free.  I  should  say  that  Is.  per  doz.  (disoensing-fee)  plus 
price  of  drug  added  would  commend  itself,  and  it  is  none 
too  much. 

^  Suppositories  and  Bougies. — I  note  your  reply  to 
"J.  F  W."  re  suppositories  of  quinine  urea  hydrochloride 
lor  which  the  correct  charge  is  M.,  while  suppositories  on 
tariff  list  are  priced  at  Is.  Zd.  per  doz.  flat  rate.  Does  not 
this  mean  that  all  suppositories  should  be  priced  at  Is.  Zd 
per  doz  plus  dispensing-fee  of  6d.  ?  if  made  at  the  time. 

Bougies. — I  received  a  prescription  yesterday  for  twelve 
bougies — viz.  : 

Thymol.         ...  ,gr.  j, 

01.  theobrom.    gr.  Xv. 

Mitte  xij. 

These.  I  take  it,  I  should  charge  M.  for  if  I  made  them 
myself,  but  not  being  the  possessor  of  a  bougie-mould  I 
•ordered  by  post  and  paid  Is.  Zd.  per  doz.  Am  I  entitled  to 
add  33i  per  cent,  on  to  these  with  the  dispensing-fee  ?  This 
would  equal  2s.  2d.  ;  and  it  is  little  enough,  too.  I  think 
I  am  right  in  doing  so,  and  would  suggest  that  chemists  in 
general  make  a  note  of  the  above  and  buy  suppositories, 
bougies,  etc.,  even  if  the  patient  has  to  wait  a  few  days, 
until  such  time  as  the  Insurance  Committee  understands 
that  the  pharmacist  is  a  professional  man,  and  must  be 
paid  accordingly. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  have  proved 
themselves  wholly  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  question, 
having  forgotten  the  professional  side  of  the  business 
altogether,  and  have  worked  on  a  minimum  profit  on 
druo-s  This  is  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  in 
business  that  I  have  had  visions  of  the  workhouse, 
and  unless  dispensing-fees  are  considerably  raised  by 
January  15,  1914,  I  care  not  who  gets  the  dispensing. 
If  prices  are  not  raised,  then  let  the  doctors  have  it 
and  let  them  supply  these  goods  (above-mentioned)  at 
tariff  prices  out  of  their  8s.  6d.  We  have  struggled  for 
years  for  recognition,  and  have  got  it,  so  it  is  said— 
but  at  what  price !  I  would  now  recommend  _  all 
chemists  to  join  together  and  form  strong  Associations 
so  that  we  can  be  united  in  asking  for  fair  treatment. 
Oliver  Twist  asked  for  more  because  he  did  not  have 
enough,  and  I  am  willing  to  rub  shoulders  with  all 
chemists  who  care  to  be  Olivers,  not  Twists. 

Pontardawe  E.  Griffiths. 

"Unqualified"  or  "Unregistered." 

SIE Xrayser  II."  has  perfected  the  art  of  seeing 
his  own  side  of  a  question  and  deliberately  ignoring 
the  claims  of  the  other  side,  as  instanced  in  his  battle 
with  Mr.  Jackson.  His  latest  example  of  bigotry  is  his 
note  on  "Unqualified  Storekeepers"  in  your  issue  of 
April  5.  In  the  first  place,  the  title  is  a  misnomer. 
The  men  of  whom  he  writes  are  in  a  sense  as  much 
chemists  as  any  on  the  Register— each  has  served  a 
regular  apprenticeship,  and  many,  or  most,  have  studied 
for  the  Minor.  The  only  difference  is  that  through 
circumstances  or  disgust  they  have  given  up  the  attempt 
to  pass.  The  whole  object  of  the  pharmacy  proprietors' 
Society  is  to  get  for  its  members  a  share  of  the  N.H.I, 
dispensing,  either  by  way  of  the  Register  or  independent 
of  it;  and  who  can  say  their  claim  is  not  just?  They 
have  the  knowledge,  training,  experience,  and  stock 
necessary  to  do  the  work,  their  sole  means  of  livelihood 
is  from  the  sale  of  drugs  and  dispensing  them,  so  why 
should  they  be  debarred?  I  ask  "Xrayser"  to  answer 
this  question  without  prejudice.  Whether  the  pharmacy 
proprietors  are  put  up  on  the  Register  or  allowed  the  dis- 
pensing or  not  matters  little  to  me.  As  the  proprietor  of 
a  few  pharmacies  I  have  already  proved  that  there  is 
little,  if  anything,  to  gain  from  Insurance  dispensing. 
Taking  into  account  the  disorganisation  of  business,  the 
indifferent  attention  that  can  be  given  to  customers,  and 
the  lack  of  time  to  develop  his  business  and  keep  abreast 
of  the  times,  the  chemist  stands  to  lose  by  it.  To  my 
mind,  now  is  the  unqualified's  opportunity.  Let  the 
chemist  dispense,  file,  price,  and  worry  over  Insurance 
prescriptions  while  the  former  smartens  his  shop,  dresses 
his  windows  as  attractively  as  possible,  gives  his  cus- 
tomers every  courtesy  and  attention,  and  I  have  little 
doubt  as  to  which  will  gain  most  both  in  reputation  and 
cash.  Yours  truly, 

Unregistered.  (34/70.) 

[Obviously  our  contributor  used  the  word  "  unqualified  " 
as  it  is  commonly  employed  in  British  pharmacy — viz.,  to 
indicate  persons  who  have  not  qualified  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  1868.  Some  are  qualified  but  "unregistered" — e.g.,  Sir 
William  Tilden,  F.R.S.,  and  Dr.  John  C.  Thresh,  who  are 
pharmaceutical  chemists  and  chemists  and  druggists  by 
examination. — Editor,  C.  & 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 

Viburnum  (29/26). — The  cost  price  of  the  ingredients  in 
the  prescription  is  Is.  6(7.,  and  you  should  charge  not  less 
than  2s.  6d.  The  tales  that  customers  sometimes  tell  about 
low  prices  they  have  paid  have  to  be  taken  cum  grano  salts. 

Senega  (25/16). — Ointment  for  Cow's  Udder. — Your 
samplo  does  not  contain  salicylic  acid,  but  a  small  proportion 
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of  boric  acid.  The  basis  is  soft  paraffin,  and  the  ether 
medicament  is  a  trace  of  terebene.  These  suggestions  will 
enable  you  to  make  up  a  similar  preparation. 

W.  P.  W.  (220  / 12) . — House  Condition-powder.—  The  fol- 
lowing f  airly  represents  the  sample  you  send : 


Pulv.  antim.  nig   3iv. 

Potass,  nitr   3j. 

Pulv.  foenugrsec   3iv. 

Pulv.  zingib   3j. 

Pulv.  gentian.    3iv. 

Sulph.   sublim.    3iv. 


Mix.    The  dose  is  a  tablespoonful  every  other  day. 
It  should  be  added  that  the  modern  practitioners  do  not  look 
with  favour  upon  the  administration  of  antimony  to  horses. 

Serio  (7/62). — Rotjp-powdee  for  Poultry. — This  is  an  im- 
pure sample  of  Epsom  salts,  perhaps  intentionally  disguised 
by  shaking  with  it  a  little  powdered  liquorice. 

O.  J.  (27/69).— Toilet-cream. — This  is  prepared  on  a  basis 
of  cold-cream  with  a  small  proportion  of  zinc  oxide.  The 


following  is  a  suitable  formula  : 

White  wax    1^  oz. 

Spermaceti    lj  oz. 

White  toft  paraffin    9  oz. 

Witchhazel    3  oz. 

Zinc  oxide    ^  oz. 


Melt  the  wax,  spermaceti,  and  soft  paraffin  together,  and 
before  it  sets  incorporate  the  zinc  oxide,  finally  adding  the 
witchhazel  when  the  mass  is  cold. 

The  perfume  in  your  sample  is  probably  heliotropin  com- 
bined with  a  little  rose-geranium  oil  and  a  trace  of  almond 
oil. 

A.  C.  (27/28). — Electroplating  Solutions. — It  is  potassium 
oyanide  that  is  usually  employed  in  making  up  silver 
electroplating  baths,  not  the  caustic  alkali.  Is  it  possible 
your  customer  has  mistaken  the  one  for  the  other,  and  so 
rendered  the  bath  inactive  ?  A  ,<rood  account  of  the  various 
processes  of  electroplating  is  given  in  Spon's  "Workshop 
Receipts,"  Vol.  II.  (Spon,  3s.  net). 

B.  &  Co.  (214/38).— Cuticle  Liquid.— This  is  hydrogen- 
peroxide  solution.  Other  samples  we  have  examined  ore- 
viously  have  been  solutions  of  a  vegetable  acid — e.g.,  tar- 
taric acid. 

Phenacetin  (26/38)  .—Ung.  Carbol.  Camph.— A  camphorated 
carbolic  ointment  similar  to  the  sample  you  send  can  be 
made  by  dissolving  3ss.  camphor  in  3j.  ung.  ac  carbol. 
B.P.,  the  last  named  having  been  prepared  with  white  soft 
paraffin. 

T.  S.  M.  (Lahore). — (1)  There  is  no  book  published  solely 
on  the  manufacture  of  essences  for  aerated  water.  The  sub- 
ject is  treated  of  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  (2) 
Abridgments  of  Specifications  of  Patents  granted  in 
Glass  81  (med'eine,  surgery,  and  dentistry)  are  published 
by  the  British  Patent  Office  in  volumes  at  Is.  each,  covering 
four-year  periods,  the  last  published  being  1905-1908.  We 
do  not  think  that  the  German  Patent  Office  follows  the  same 
practice,  but  unofficial  collections  of  abstracts  have  been 
published. 

Irish  Chemists  (28/57). — Testing  Hair-dves. — You  should 
obtain  through  a  hairdresser  or  Messrs  Hovenden  samples 
of  hum?n  hair  unon  wh'ch  to  try  the  effect  of  various  hair- 
dyes.  This  would  satisfy  you  as  to  the  tints  produced, 
which  you  will  find  depend  not  only  upon  the  strength  of 
the  dve,  but  upon  the  initial  colour  of  the  hair.  These 
samples  would  be  afterwards  of  value  for  advertising 
purposes. 

B.  P.  ^3/32).— Books  on  Milk-analysis.— H.  D.  Rich- 
mond's "Dairv  Chemistry "  (Griffin,  5s.)  and  J.  A.  Wank- 
lyn's  "  Milk-anaV^is "  (Paul,  5s.)  are  the  two  best  known 
works  on  milk-analysis. 

A.  E.  C.  (33/4^). — Improved  Table-salt. — The  phosphated 
table-salt  to  which  you  refer  is  manufactured  under  a  patent 
(still  in  force),  which  consists  in  adding  sufficient  sodium 
carbonate  or  phosphate  to  salt  to  convert  the  deliquescent 
magnesium  chloride  and  calcium  chloride  into  non- 
deliauesc°nt  salts.  Other  methods  of  making  a  table-salt 
which  will  keep  dry  consist  in  adding  maernesium  carbonate 
(2  per  cent.)  or  exsiccated  sodium  sulphate  (i  to  3  per 
cent.). 

J.  N.  (272/40).— Keating  the  almond  oil  that  is  con- 
taminated with  paraffin  would  probably  improve  the  odour, 
and  it  could  then  be  scented  with  eitronella  or  some  other 
strong-smelling  essential  oil  and  sold  as  hair-oil. 


W .  E.  (Budapest)  (26/1).— (1)  Skin-cream.— The  follow- 
lowing  formula  does  not  involve  the  use  of  British  weights 
and  measures: 

Stearic  acid   10  parts 

Sodium  carbonate   1.5  part 

Liquid  paraffin    1.5  part 

Distilled  witchhazel         ...       ...     50  parts 

Distilled  water  to  make   100  parts 

The  stearic  acid  and  liquid  paraffin  are  melted  together 
in  a  large  porcelain  dish ;  separately  dissolve  the  sodium 
carbonate  in  35  parts  of  hot  water,  and  add  the  resulting 
solution  gradually  and  with  constant  stirring  to  the  melted 
stearic  acid.  Add  hot  water  to  make  up  the  weight  to 
10  parts,  and,  having  previously  warmed  the  distilled  witch- 
hazel,  stir  it  in  till  cold,  and  beat  the  mass  to  make  a 
cream. 

(2)  "Diseases  and  Remedies"  is  only  published  in  English. 
The  price  is  3s. 

J.  A.  B.  (12/8). — Boot-polishes— The  formulas  in  "Phar- 
maceutical Formulas"  are  intended  to  illustrate  the  various 
types  of  boot-polish.  No.  3  is  of  the  water-free  type,  neces- 
sarily more  expensive ;  while  No.  4  illustrates  a  method  of 
saponifying  carnauba  wax  with  caustic  soda,  and  so  econo- 
mising on  the  turpentine.  Turpentine  substitutes  are  not 
adapted  for  use  in  these  polishes,  they  have  benzine  as  a 
basis  usually,  and  that  is  too  volatile  unless  some  heavier 
substance  is  present  to  delay  evaporation.  Sanitas  oil  added) 
to  the  polishes  gives  a  pleasant  odour  to  the  product. 


W.  E.  B.  (33/67).— Label-varnish: 

Sandarac    53  parts 

Mastic  ...    20  parts 

Camphor    1  part 

Lavender  oil  ...       ...       ...       ...     8  parts 

Venice  turpentine   4  parts 

Ether   6  parts 

Spirit   40  parts 


Macerate  for  several  weeks,  agitating  frequently  until 
dissolved,  and  strain  from  impurities.  The  varnish  dries 
rapidly  to  a  colourless  smooth  and  glossy  layer.  The  labels 
should  be  sized  with  gelatin  before  varnishing. 

T.  P.  H.  (25/26).— Skin-cream. — We  have  published  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  a  good  many  formulas  for  skin-creams, 
and  there  is  a  chapter  on  the  subject  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas."  Two  good  recipes  of  the  stearin  type  were 
given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  April  22,  1911,  index  folio  592,  and' 
another,  of  the  casein  type,  October  14,  1911,  index  folio  594. 
The  numbers  containing  these  can  be  had  from  the  Pub- 
lisher, but  the  issues  for  April  1909,  which  contained  four 
articles  on  skin-creams,  are  out  of  print. 

S.  T.  J.  (21/16). — Latin  Prescription  Abbreviations.— 
These  are  given  in  an  appendix  to  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing  " 
(Office  of  C.  &  D.,  6s.).  A  similar^  book,  "The  Nurses' 
Guide  to  Prescription-reading"  (Livingstone,  Edinburgh), 
is  useful  for  beginners. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  April  15,  1863. 


Reviews. 

A  Systematic  Handbook  of  Volumetric  Analysis;  or,  the 
Quantitative  Estimation  of  Chemical  Substances  by 
Measure.  Adapted  to  the  Requirements  of  pure 
Chemical  Research,  Pathological  Chemistry,  Pharmacy, 
Metallurgy,  Manufacturing  Chemistry,  etc.,  and  for  the 
Valuation  of  Substances  used  in  Commerce,  Agriculture, 
and  the  Arts.  By  Francis  Sutton,  F.C.S..  Professor 
of  Practical  Chemistry,  Norwich.  (John  Churchill  & 
Sons.    7s.  bal.) 

Gay-Lussac  was  the  first  to  use  the  graduated  measure  in 
quantitative  analysis.  He  showed  that  accurate  _  results 
could  be  arrived  at  by  observing  certain  characteristic  reac- 
tions produced  by  measured  bulks  of  test-solutions  of  known 
strength.  He  specially  recommended  the  adoption  of  the 
volumetric  method  in'  the  determination  of  the  economic 
value  of  the  chemical  agents  used  in  manufactures,  as  being 
more  simple  and  much  more  rapid  than  the  usual  method  of 
analysis.  The  germ  thus  planted  bythe  sagacious  French 
chemist  has  grown  into  a  most  extensive  system.  _  The  want 
of  a  methodical  treatise  upon  volumetric  analysis  has  long 
been  felt  in  England  by  manufacturers  and  students,  and 
Mr.  Sutton's  admirable  text-book  will  be  most  thankfully 
received.  It  is  just  what  was  wanted — a  thoroughly  prac- 
tical guide  to  volumetry,  written  by  one  who  has  experi- 
mentally tested  the  accuracy  of  the  various  processes. 
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